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Selected works of Hu Ximing’s
Traditional Chinese Paintings
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The artist’s recent photo
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PREFACE

I have always enjoyed writing poetry but I have never had time to learn how to paint. When I write poetry,
I seek to bring out artistic flavors like a painter. When I look at a painting, can appreciate its poetic qualities. I
have always admired and treasured the paintings of ancient and modern day artists. In fact,I have had the oppor-
tunity to befriend a number of accomplished artists. Mr. Hu Ximing is one such artist.

Hu Ximing is a hardworking and dedicated artist. As a student in the 1950's,Hu Ximing modeled himself af-
ter Kang Shiyao and other painters of the Changan School of Art. While devoting himself to the study of tradi-
tional Chinese painting,he concentrated in mastering flower-bird , mountain-water, and figure paintings. In his
studies of ancient and modern art,he concentrated in researching the artistic techniques and theories of the great
masters of the traditional Chinese painting(Ren Yi, Xu Gu, Wu Changshuo and Qi Baishi)

Having developed a greater world wide perspective ,Hu Ximing became dissatisfied with his achievements. In
order to broaden his view of the arts,he began to study Western painting. While discovering the secrets of the
great masters Zhang Daqian, Xiu Beihong and Liu Haisu,Mr. Hu Ximing attempted to create a new sphere and
artistic conception through a comprehensive mixture of Chinese and Western art. After years of intensive re-
search and experimentation in this type of painting,he has achieved great success.

To appreciate a traditional Chinese painting,especially a scholar’s painting,one must look beyound the ideas
of “life-like” or "true to life”and try to grasp the”spirit”in which the work was painted. Importance is often
based upon whether or not the”spirit”and the art’s conception is easily distinguishable by the observer. Hu Xim-
ing has not only been able to master traditional Chinese scholar’s painting,but he has also incorporated Western
style painting which brings art lifelike characteristics in his work. In his flower-bird and figure paintings,one can
observe how he applied painstaking details in the lines and colors he used to depict objects. His brilliance can be
seen by his use of perception,scale,light and shadow to create a three-dimensional apperance. For example,in
the” : Lustrous Beads in Autumn Scene” painting,the green and purple grapes depicted in the painting, give us
both a concrete and transparent feel through subtle variations in light and in the shadowing. The round mouth-
watering grapes remind us of the joyous occasion associated with harvest time in our homeland. The” Easily



Withered Roses”painting depicts a gentle and beautiful girl gazing upon the withered petals of a rose,while her
mind seems to be drifting far away,the proportions and quality of light are quite similar to those found in West-
ern paintings. However,as many of Hu Ximing’s paintings,it also bears the artistic characteristics of the tradi-
tional Chinese painting style. As one looks upon this particuar painting,an ancient Chinese saying may come to
mind ;" Cherish not the clothes sewn with golden threads ,but do value the time in your day-+".

In Hu’s mountain-water paintings,an artistic theme of realism and abstract thought can be felt throughout
each work and the scenes display great emotional activity. Perception,unity and coherence enable each tableau to
express a sense of dimension,space,and reality. A blend and variation of light and color produces a wondetful
aesthetic and emotional effect.

In the physical and aesthetic realm, painting may express a painter’s subjective conceptions of how our
physical world appears to us. Parallel to Mr. Hu’s conception and ideology about life and future,his paintings re-
flect his aesthetic values and rich personality. His paintings have a distinct and contemporary flavor. In his ” New
Shoots” painting , the large bulbs of the narcissus, are rooted among the blue waves and colored stones. The
straight shoots sprouting from the bulbs,displays a continuous and vivid movement. This movement is like the
reawakening of the earth in the spring when rebirth and change is taking place. The”Soul of the Earth”painting
depicts the deep roots and luxuriant leaves of the ancient cypresses growing at the tomb of the Yellow Emperor.
It reflects the longevity and endurance of the Chinese civilization. It also expresses deep sentiments and aspira-
tions from the hearts of the Chinese people,which has brought about the revitalization of China.

Mr. Hu’s brief biography and his representative works have been published in the ” Dictionary of Modern
Traditional Chinese Painters of Contemporary China”. A large number of his works have been exhibited or pub-
lished in countries such as Japan,the U.S. A. and Canada. He has a high reputation both at home and abroad. An
album of his paintings will be published and he has asked me to write a preface for it . As an admirer of his
paintings,I have taken great delight in the oppotunity to express my personal views of his work.

The artistic road which Mr. Hu has chosen has been long and full of hardships. However, he remains quite
energetic and enthusiastic about his work. My wish for him is that he will continue to move forward on the road
to creating and expressing his ideas through his paintings for the enjoyment of all people.
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The Spotless White Branch is Decorated by the Snowy Flowers.
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