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Preface

By Ma Zishu

There are about 2,000 museums in China, among them about one
fifth is that in memory of outstanding personage, which usually called
memorial hall.Some are called museum, like Beijing Lu Xun Museum,
which is in memory of Lu Xun, the great literati, thinker and revolution-
ary.

To memorize great ancestors is one of the excellent tradition of Chi-
nese nation. As Chinese ancients say, there are only two major national
events, one is offering sacrifices, the other is military action. Among vari-
ous sacrifices is paying rdspects to ancestors. The aim of paying respects to
ancestors is praising the good virtue of ancestors and making them leave
fine reputation to future ages, as stated in the Book of Rites. When this
kind of activity limited in family or clan, it is a private event, but when it
reaches social scale, it becomes a social activity. The content of this ac-
tivity is that using the vestiges, works as the exhibits and seiting a fixed
place to protect and exhibit. This kind of place is calledpersonage memori-
als and museums. Lu Xun Museum is the place to commemorate and study
Lu Xun.



The museum is located at the No.19, Gongmenkou Ertiao,
Fuchengmennei Steet. Here is the Lu Xun’s Former Residence — a quad-
rangle of 400 M? in which Lu Xun lived in 1924 - 1926, and during two
returns from Shanghai for paying visits to his mother. After Lu Xun’ s
death in 1936, thanks to the efforts of Lu Xun’s family and underground
communist party member Mr. Wang Yeqiu, the residence has been well
preserved . Soon after the liberation of Beiping(former name of Beijing) in
Jan.1949, on the 19th of October, the death anniversary of Lu Xun, the
former residence was formally open to the public.In March, 1950,
Mrs. Xu Guangping, Lu Xun’s dowager, donated the residence and all
relics in it to the government. This is the material basis on which the Lu
Xun Museum found.On Oct.19th, 1956, in memory of Lu Xun’s 20th
death anniversary, the newly — constructed Beijing Lu Xun Museum was
open to the public. The former residence underwent several times of reno-
vation and the exhibition hall of the museum enlarged many times to
greater and greater scale. So the museum now serves to the society both by
the former residence status quo ante and the exhibition of Lu Xun’ s
relics.

There are nearly 30 thousand pieces of relics in Beijing Lu Xun Mu-
seum, including his daily necessities, manuscripts, collected books,
stone picture inscriptions of Han dynasty, other inscriptions on ancient
bronze and stone tablets and foreign sculpture inscriptions collected by
him. There are also many home and abroad editions of Lu Xu’s works. As
is known to all, there are many objects of Lu Xun in three other Lu Xun
memorial halls in Shaoxing, Guangzhou and Shanghai where Lu Xun once
lived. But in terms of scale and objects quantity, The Beijing Lu Xun Mu-
seum is the largest. These relics testify that Lu Xun is the most famous
cultural figure in modern Chinese history. The exhibition of Lu Xun's life
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and work, using parts of the relics, is a window to visitors to know and
study the literary giant.The exhibition was certified as one of all China’s
top ten best exhibitions in 1996.The museum has classified the relics and
collections and has the data computerized for the researchers to use.Now
we can say that the museum has become the centre of Lu Xun data, exhi-
bition and research.

For many years, we have got achievements in Lu Xun studies both in
and outside the museum. Lu Xun is the voice of the time.Lu Xun’s works
are the representation of Lu Xun’s concems with society and national
fate. Therefore, the museum should look far beyond while focusing on Lu
Xun, proceeding to rich its collection, to collect the relics of Lu Xun’s
friends and disciples in order to reach deep in Lu Xun research. Comrade
Mao Zedong gave Lu Xun a high evaluation, said, "Theroad Lu Xun took
was the very road of China’s new national culture.” Lu Xun’s thinking is
the treasure of our nation.Working at the museum, we should study the
cultural needs of the modem society, getting as much as nourishment from
Lu Xun’s works, and do our best to serve the construction of spiritual
civilization.

June 6, 2001
( Trans . by Huang Qiao Sheng)
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