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FOREWORD

7t has been a long and exciting history of

tremendous cultural exchange between China and

\_other countries. In terms of culture, economy,
ideology, and personnel, these exchanges between China
and other countries can be dated back to the times of
Qin and Han dynasties—directly or indirectly, by land or
sea. The long-term and multi-faceted cultural exchange
helps the world to understand more about China and
the rest of the world, enriching the common wealth of
mankind—both materially and spiritually.

The book series entitled Roads to the World offers
the most splendid stories in the entire history of Sino-
foreign cultural exchange. We hereby offer them to
foreign students learning the Chinese language, and
to foreign readers who have a keen interest in Chinese
culture. These stories depict important personalities,
events, and phenomena in various fields of cultural
exchange between China and other nations, and among
different peoples. By reading the books, you may
understand China and Chinese civilization profoundly,



and the close link between Chinese civilization and
other civilizations of the world. The books highlight the
efforts and contributions of Chinese people and Chinese
civilization in the world’s cultural interchange. They
reflect mankind’s common spiritual pursuit and the
orientation of values.

This book is about the Italian Jesuit, Matteo Ricci,
who had traveled to China in the 16" century as a
missionary, and lived in the country for 28 years until
his death. It is a story of his efforts and achievements
in facilitating the cultural exchange between the East
and West. Matteo Ricci was committed and diligent in
learning Chinese culture, and he assimilated himself
successfully into China’s society. In the process,
he introduced Western scientific knowledge to the
Chinese people, and also introduced Chinese culture
to the Westerners. The Journals of Matteo Ricci in
China is known to be a fundamental literary work that
introduced China to the Westerners. Matteo Ricci was
reputed as the Father of China’s Catholicism, and the
pioneer of Western’s Chinese Studies. He is hailed as
the role model in the history cultural exchange between
the East and West.
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Matteo Ricci’s Passage to China

or those who are familiar with cultural exchanges

between the East and West, the name Matteo

Ricci is no stranger to them. In one of his popular
portraits, he dons a Confucian hat, a long, silvery white
beard, looking stern, yet kind. He has the tall nose and
deep-set eyes that are typical of a European, and his far-
sight and deep look in the eyes seem to utter a prayer, and
penetrate into the soul of a mortal.

In the history of civilization, Matteo Ricci is like a
massive bridge, facilitating the cultural between the East
and West, satisfying the wish of the people of the two
poles to know more about one another. Hence, he is hailed

as “the predecessor of East-West cultural exchange.”

In 1552, Matteo Ricci was born to a distinguished family
in the city of Macerata in Italy. His family was the owner
of a renowned pharmacy, which had been passed down

for generations. His father, Giovanni Battista Ricci, was
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Missionary in Confucian Garb

the city mayor, and was once the provincial governor of
Ancona. His mother, Gionanna Angilelli’s family was a
duke of Custer Falvey Keogh. Matteo Ricci was the eldest
son, and had six younger siblings. The mayor envisioned
Matteo to inherit his business. Since he was born, he
had wanted to groom Matteo to become a politician.
Hence, when Matteo was a young child, he was sent to a
missionary school to be educated.

As Matteo Ricci had shown remarkable talent when he
was a child, and was also a diligent student, his teacher
thought highly of him. His teacher was one of the early
Jesuits. Under his tutelage, the young Matteo Ricci came
under an early influence of the Jesuits. When he was in
junior school, Macerata was visited of more than a dozen
Jesuit priests. They taught Matteo Ricci Latin, Greek and
memory techniques. Matteo Ricci performed remarkably
well in school, which delighted his father, who was
hoping to see his son achieving great success in life and
was arranging to send Matteo to study in a theology
college in Rome.

In 1568, the 16 year-old Matteo Ricci went to Rome
and studied law in college. However, Matteo was more
interested in studying the Jesuit religion. Three years later,
he discontinued his studies in law, and against his father’s
wish, decided to dedicate his life to God, and became a

Jesuit like his teachers.
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On 15 August 1571, which was the Assumption of the
Virgin Mary, Matteo Ricci officially joined the Jesuits. The
following year, he began his studies at the Roman College,
which was started by the Jesuits. The Roman College
was a prestigious school which many students wanted
to study in. Among the brilliant teachers of Matteo Ricci,
the famous Mathematician Christopher Klau taught him
mathematics and astronomy, and Alessandro Valignani,
who became the Jesuit Far Eastern Inspector later, taught
him theology and philosophy. Matteo Ricci continued
his studies in Latin and Greek, and he also mastered the
Portuguese and Spanish languages.

After five years of his college education, Matteo Ricci
excelled in Mathematics, rhetoric, astronomy, geography
and mechanics. By then, he was clear of his objective in
life, that is, to travel to China in the Far East, and spread
the gospels.

In 1577, the chief of the Jesuits gave Matteo Ricci the
approval to travel to the Far East to spread the Christian
faith. The following spring, Matteo Ricci, along with
Michele Ruggieri, Francis Pasio and more than a dozens
Jesuits, left for Lisbon, Portugal.

Matteo Ricci and his team of Jesuits visited the king of
Portugal, and upon receiving his consent and sponsorship,
they departed Lisbon on a Portuguese sailboat. The boat
sailed past the Cape of Good Hope and Mozambique, and

12
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six months later, arrived in a scorching hot Goa, India, in
September.

In this first-ever voyage that he had undertaken, the
toil that he had to endure far surpassed Matteo Ricci’s
imagination. The sailboat was not only small and cramped,
but also unbearably hot when the air was completely still.
Many time, the passengers found themselves breathless.
The worst happened when a communicable disease broke
out in this horrific environment, and 13 slaves, out of the
400 that boarded the boat, died. Matteo Ricci was lucky to
not contract the disease, but by the time he reached Goa,
he was so weak that it took him several months to regain
his health.

Goa was Portugal’s most important colony in Asia.
Prior to his visit to Goa, Matteo Ricci had read many
positive accounts of India by the Jesuits. Therefore, he
felt that it would be rather easy for missionary work
to take place there. But the India that he saw was far
different from the one he read of before. In 1580, Matteo
Ricci reported his observations to the Jesuit headquarters,
remarking that many accounts of India and Japan, as
well as their maps, were incredibly contrary to what
had been written. What disappointed Matteo Ricci the
most was that the Indians were totally uninterested in
Christianity. It occurred to him that it would be a long
and arduous task in spreading the faith throughout the
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16"-century port of Lisbon, Portugal. In March 1578, Matteo Ricci and 14 Jesuits set off to the
East from here
Far East. However, the consolation was that missionary
works in Japan was going on rather smoothly, and there
were believers under the Catholic Nestorian missionary
movement. Matteo Ricci and fellow missionaries were
therefore very encouraged by the fact, and it strengthened
their belief that they would achieve eventual success.

In India and Cochin (present-day northern Vietnam),

Matteo Ricci spent four years in missionary work. He also
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