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1 Introduction to Applied Linguistics

1.1 Introduction

Applied linguistics, as a scientific and academic discipline, has its research
objects and scope that define and set its nature, feature and structure. To explore
and investigate the issues related to the nature, feature and structure of applied
linguistics, applied linguists usually bring up the questions as follows: How to
define applied linguistics as an independent discipline? How to recognize applied
linguistics as an interdisciplinary field? How to identify the relationship between
applied linguistics and other fields such as Second Language Acquisition and
Language Teaching Methodology? Whom should applied linguistics serve? Can
applied linguistics provide the insights to language teachers or can it provide .the
solutions to them?

Applied linguistics can be viewed and understood in terms of its narrow sense
and broad sense. In a narrow sense, applied linguistics is the study of the
application of linguistics to language education, and, in a broad sense, it is the
study of the social aspects of language practice. Narrowly speaking, the main goal
of applied linguistics is to study how linguistic knowledge like phonetics and
phonology, morphology and lexicon, syntax, semantics, pragmatics are used for
language pedagogy and language education; while broadly speaking, applied
linguistics sets the goal to study the relevant aspects of practical language phenomena
such as language policy and language plan, language resources, contrastive studies
of language, socio-cultural transmission of language, - artificial processing of
language, computerized corpora of language, and machine translation.

From a philosophical point of view, during its development and growth, applied
linguistics is multidisciplinary, it absorbs and adapts evidences from language

acquisition, text analysis, language change, psycholinguistic experimentation, brain
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imaging and other sources. This book is to provide a general orientation in applied
linguistics in a narrow sense since it is for the graduate students of linguistics and
applied linguistics. The book aims at trying to help the readers have an understanding
of central themes and assumptions of applied linguistics related to language teaching
and lea:t'ning, and in the meantime, an exposure to the empirical methods useful to
investigate the different aspects of language teaching and learning shall be given. All
in all, students using this book are expected to have a good understanding of
language teaching and learning.

The definition of applied linguistics shall be discussed by the question what is
applied linguistics; then, the nature of applied linguistics is going to be discussed
by analysing its multidisciplinary or interdisciplinary nature which has been
determined by the multiple and diverse resources of it; and after that, the related
fields of applied linguistics such as Second Language Acquisition ( SLA ) and
Language Teaching Methodology ( LTM ) shall be presented and discussed since
they are always considered as synonyms in applied linguistics.

1.2 The Definition of Applied Linguistics

Any academic discipline should provide a definition of itself to orient the exact
position and direction it needs to go. The essential question for applied linguists is to
figure out the definition of applied linguistics. Applied linguists usually think of the
questions such as whether they can define applied linguistics and how to define it as
an independent scientific discipline. To answer such questions, they will wonder
how far the ideas and findings abstracted out of actual data by the idealisation and
analysis of disciplinary enquiry can be referred back to the domains of applied
linguistics. Applied linguistics is affiliated with linguistics, though many important
contributions come from people nominally working in other disciplines.

To certain extend, applied linguists themselves do not have much clearer ideas
about what the applied linguistics is. But all of the applied linguists agree that it
necessarily has something to do in defining applied linguistics with linguistics and
defining applied linguistics should include the authentic description of language done
by general linguists. B

Some experts in the field define applied linguistics as “linguistics applied”,

while others define it as the theorizing of language learning and as the academic

$2.



1 Introduction to Applied Linguistics

discipline concerned with investigating, describing and explaining language learning
in which language plays a central role. For example, Steven McDonough takes
second language learning as the central concern and explores what applied linguistics
in its various guises might have to offer. Some applied linguists address the issue of
how the discipline of linguistics can provide theories and descriptions of language at
sentence and text level. They generally consider language learning with focuses on
covering the areas of interlanguage, individual differences, strategy research, and
learner styles. Others take into considerations on the classroom and teacher education,
its interface with education, and on assessment and testing. Applied linguists
concern the problem of collaboration between academics and language teachers,
trying to find particular role for applied linguistics in evaluation rather than
innovation. Some linguists are interested in finding the need for responsiveness
across sub-areas of applied linguistics and setting out future research goals in
understanding more about “the teaching-learning process” in language classrooms.
Other applied linguists are concerned with developing the most effective programs
which is possible to help adult language learners develop literacy in the languages
that they will need for survival and occupational purposes.

Other topics currently of concern to applied linguists are the broad issue of the
optimal role of the mother tongue in the education of culturally and linguistically
diverse students, the language of persuasion and politics, developing effective tools
and programs for interpretation and translation, and language testing and evaluation.

To other scholars, the term “applied linguistics” refers to a broad range of
activities which involve solving some language-related problems or addressing some
language-related concerns. Some applied linguists think of applied linguistics as
applying theoretical linguistics to actual data. To them, constructing a dictionary or
collecting “corpora” of millions of words can be applied.linguistics; describing
social networks or gender differences of language performance can also be applied
linguistics. Some applied linguists are concerned with helping planners and
legislators develop and implement a language policy, or helping aboriginal groups
develop scripts, materials, and literacy programs for previouslyA unwritten
languages. Some applied linguists believe applied linguistics should deal with
foreign language teaching and machine translation, in addition, a partial sampling
of issues considered central to the field of applied linguistics includes topics such as

language for special purposes (e. g. language and communication problems related to
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