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UNIT 1

Conspiracies Don’t Kill Birds,
People, However, Do

At the beginning of this month when about 5,000 red-winged blackbirds fell from the sky in one
night in Arkansas, biologists were called on to put a damper on public speculation about pesticides and
secret military tests by reminding everyone how many birds there are and how many die. They often do
so as a result of human activity, but in far more ordinary and dispiriting ways than conspiracy fans might
imagine.

“Five billion birds die in the US every year,” said Melanie Driscoll, a biologist and director of bird
conservation for the Gulf of Mexico and Mississippi Flyway for the National Audubon Society.

That means that on average, 13.7 million birds die in this country every day. This number, while
large, needs to be put into context. The federal Fish and Wildlife Service estimates that a minimum of
10 billion birds breed in the United States every year and that as many as 20 billion may be in the country
during the fall migratory season.

Even without humans, tens of millions of birds would be lost each year to natural predators and
natural accidents — millions of fledglings die during their first attempts at flight. But according to the
Fish and Wildlife Service, people have severely complicated the task of survival. Although mortality
rates are difficult to calculate for certain, using modeling and other methods like extrapolation from
local research findings, the government has come up with estimates of how many birds die from various
causes in the United States.

Some of the biggest death traps are surprising. Almost everyone has an experience with a pet
proudly bringing home a songbird in its jaws. Nationally, domestic and wild cats kill hundreds of
millions of birds each year, according to the government. One study done in Wisconsin found that
domestic rural cats alone (thus excluding a large number of suburban and urban cats) killed roughly 39
million birds a year.

Pesticides kill 72 million birds directly, but an unknown and probably larger number ingest the
poisons and die later unseen. Orphaned chicks also go uncounted.

And then there is flying into objects, which is most likely what killed the birds in Arkansas. The

government estimates that strikes against building windows alone account for anywhere from 97 million
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to nearly 976 million bird deaths a year. Cars kill another 60 million or so. High-tension transmission
and power distribution lines are also deadly obstacles. Extrapolating from European studies, the Fish
and Wildlife Service estimates 174 million birds die each year by flying into these wires. None of these
numbers take into account the largest killer of birds in America: loss of habitat to development.

All of this explains why about a quarter of the 836 species of birds protected under the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act are in serious decline. For a third of the other birds there is not enough information to be
sure about the health of their populations.

Of course, poisons and electric wires are not as exciting to think about as secret government plots,

but Ms. Driscoll says it is time we pay attention to them anyway.

“It is the story that the press and the public have largely missed, and it is important, and timely.,

given the current concern,” she said. “And it is what gets those of us who work in bird conservation

motivated every day to try to deal with human-induced changes to our habitats, our landscape and our

very climate.”

B8 Dictionary >>>

conspiracy /kon'spirast/ n. a plot to carry out some harmful or illegal act FHi¥

damper /'deempa/ n. a depressing restraint #I7

speculation /spekju'le1fan/ n. continuous and profound contemplation $548

pesticide /'pestisard/ n. a chemical used to kill pests 3 H 7l|

conservation / 1 konsa(:) 'verfan/ n. the preservation and careful management of the
environment and of natural resources {#F, &

breed /brid/ v. have young (animals) %

migratory /'maigratart/ a . used of animals that move seasonally L3

predator /'prederta/ n. any animal that lives by preying on other animals
THE

fledgling / 'fledzlig/ n. young bird that has just become capable of flying
g i)

complicate /'komplikert/ v. make more complex F & 24, #i44E

modeling /'modlm/ n. the act of representing something (usually on a
smaller scale) [31] Z&

extrapolation / iekstrapau'lerfan/ n. an inference based on known facts and observations
HEWT

exclude /1ks'kluid/ v. prevent from being included #8------HERTESP

high-tension /hai'tenfan/ a. subjected to or capable of operating under relatively

transmission
distribution
habitat

/treenz'mifan/
/ distr'bjuzfan/
/"heebrteet/

high voltage &HEM

n. the act of sending a message {53% , {53%

n. the act of spreading 4% , 734
n. the environment in which an organism or group



normally lives 1§83t ,
plot /plot/ n. asecret scheme to do something (especially

something underhand) fH i
motivate /'mautrvert/ v. give an incentive for action $Ji,{£3h
induce /m'djuis/ v. cause to do 5|,
mortality rate phr. JET-%
B Notes >>>

1. Arkansas: B €M ; Wisconsin: g2 M.

2. National Audubon Society. 3% E A S, BISLF 1905 48, BEBAL FHEEW, BRXE I R &K WS
BIEHEBREFEHLAZ—. ZHSUETFERELIRERX EBRX X BY ¥ K John James Audubon
(1785—1851) fir%% , ERE 30 B MMIAAF M.

3. Fish and Wildlife Service: 28 fMEFEA- Y EHF .

4. Migratory Bird Treaty Act : { S350 21354),1918 FAZEMA LM ER, HUBRIES K HH
8-

5. And it is what gets those of us who work in bird conservation motivated every day to try to deal with
human-induced changes to our habitats, our landscape and our very climate.

f##47: &4 £ F £ it is what gets us motivated to deal with changes. what 5| % £ ¥ ¥ % i& )\ 47 ; get
something done & & X “L X4 . X EREA”,H3m. I want to get it repaired ; who work in bird
conservation £ £ i& A 4] 54 us;to try to deal with ... ZF £ R4E HWRIE,

BX: MEAXBBAFRNZBELRRZPRIMOAEXEIEBAS B RSERGEAFRE. B
RERAFRIZEHS@HEK,

B Post-reading Exercises >>>

I . Reading Comprehension
Directions: Choose the best answer for each item .
1. After the death of blackbirds in Arkansas, biologists were called on to
A. dispirit people B. tell people the truth
C. eliminate the public fear D. cover up the truth
2. Which of the following is NOT the cause of the death of birds according to the passage?
A. Natural predators and natural accidents. B. Loss of habitat.
C. Flying into objects. D. Secret military plots.
3. The underlined word “ingest” (Para. 6) most probably means .
A. take on B. take off C. take in D. take out
4. According to the research of American government, the birds are most likely to fly into



I.

A. cars B. building windows

C. electric wires D. human beings

. What does the underlined word “story” refer to in the last paragraph?

A. Human being is the largest killer of birds.

B. Government’s secret plots kill many birds.

C. Many birds die every year unknowingly.

D. The present landscape and climate are also bad for birds.

Vocabulary and Structure

Section A
Directions: Complete the following sentences with the appropriate words or phrases given in the box.

Change the form if necessary.

speculation severely conspiracy conservation breed

estimate complicate timely minimum obstacle

1. They saw to it that nobody revealed their to overthrow the government.

[Sa}

. “It’s a bit like you have a very recipe (&%) you have to cook and all you’ve been given

are the ingredients with little idea of how to put them together,” he said.

. There has been a great deal of about the true cause of Japanese earthquake and tsunami.
. The rain after a long time of drought will certainly foretell a good harvest.
. The police chief said that drunk driving offenders would be punished and hoped that

people would get the message and not drink and drive.

6. She has the determination to overcome all the to success.

7. A Japanese scientist has white roses into red roses successfully last month.
8.

9. Passengers may only take aboard the aircraft a of hand luggage.

10.

They the number of visitors to Shanghai World Expo at 500,000 per day.

Most people have come to accept the need for of natural resources.

Section B .
Directions: Rewrite each sentence with the word or phrase in brackets, keeping the same meaning. The

first part has been written for you .

. The general appealed to the soldiers to fight for the honor of our country.

The soldiers . (call on)

. The fate of our motherland made those revolutionary martyrs worried a lot.

Those revolutionary martyrs were . (concern)

. I can’t think what made her marry such a kind of person.

I can’t imagine . (induce)

. A great idea occurred to him that he could do the research in this field.

He . (come up with)

. According to criminal psychology, it is likely that hatred often triggers crimes.

According to criminal psychology, it is likely that crimes . (motivate)




L. Cloze
Directions: There are 20 blanks in the following passage. For each blank there are four choices marked A ,
B, Cand D. You should choose the ONE that best fits into the passage .

A language is a signaling system which operates with symbolic vocal sounds (i&7), and which is
used by a group of people for the purpose of communication.

Let’s look at this 1 in more detail because it is language, more than anything else,

2 distinguishes man from the rest of the 3 world.

Other animals, it is true, communicate with one another by 4 of cries: for example, many
birds utter 5 calls at the approach of danger; monkeys utter 6 cries, such as
expressions of anger, fear and pleasure. 7 these various means of communication differ in
important ways 8 human language. For instance, animals’ cries do not 9 thoughts and

feelings clearly. This means, basically, that they lack structure. They lack the kind of structure that

10 us to divide a human utterance into 11 .
We can change an utterance by 12 one word in it with 13 : a good illustration of
this is a soldier who can say, e.g. “tanks approaching from the north”, 14 who can change one

word and say “aircraft approaching from the north” or “tanks approaching from the west”; but a bird

has a single alarm cry, 15 means “danger!”

This is why the number of 16 that an animal can make is very limited. the great tit ({L48)
is a case 17 point; it has about twenty different calls, 18 in human language the
number of possible utterances is 19 . It also explains why animal cries are very 20 in
meaning.

1. A. classification B. definition C. function D. perception
2. A. that B. it C. as D. what

3. A. native B. human C. physical D. animal

4. A. ways B. means C. methods D. approaches
5. A. mating B. exciting C. warning D. boring

6. A. identical B. exciting C. different D. unfamiliar
7. A. But B. Therefore C. Afterwards D. Furthermore
8. A. about B. with C. from D. in

9. A. infer B. explain C. interpret D. express
10. A. encourage B. enables C. enforces D. ensures
11. A. speeches B. sounds C. words D. voices

12. A. replacing B. spelling C. pronouncing D. saying

13. A. ours B. theirs C. another D. others

14. A. so B. and C. but D. or

15. A. this B. that -C. which D. it

16. A. signs B. gestures C. signals D. marks

17. A. in B. at C. of D. for

18. A. whereas B. since C. anyhow D. somehow
19. A. boundiess B. changeable C. limitless D. ceaseless
20. A. ordinary B. alike C. common D. general



N. Translation Practice

Section A

Directions: Put the words and phrases in the brackets into English to make the sentences complete .

1. How many deaths CEE344E) occur due to elevator malfunctions?

2. (REEKE2IK) a chocolate cake tasted horrible.

3. As expected, the naughty boy could not (FERY R from school.

4. The principal has asked for a bit more time CERENED.

5. In the past three years the number of robberies in this area (FTE TR steadily.
Section B

Directions; Translate the following sentences into Chinese.
1. This number, while large, needs to be put into context.

2. People have severely complicated the task of survival.

3. The government has come up with estimates of how many birds die from various causes in the United
States.

4. And then there is flying into objects, which is most likely what killed the birds in Arkansas.

5. It is the story that the press and the public have largely missed.

Y. Writing
Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write a short essay on the topic: Pet Raising .
You should write at least 120 words following the outline given below:
1. HEANERFHYIERED
2. HEANXIFRYIEREY 5
3. BRI .

Holy Squid! Photos Offer First
Glimpse of Live Deep-Sea Giant

Like something straight out of a Jules Verne novel, an enormous tentacle creature looms out of the
inky blackness of the deep Pacific waters.



But this isn’t science fiction. A set of extraordinary images captured by Japanese scientists mark the
first-ever record of a live giant squid (architeuthis) in the wild.

The animal — which measures roughly 25 feet (8 meters) long — was photographed 2,950 feet (900
meters) beneath the North Pacific Ocean. Japanese scientists attracted the squid toward cameras
attached to a baited fishing line.

The scientists say they snapped more than 500 images of the massive cephalopod before it broke free
after snagging itself on a hook. They also recovered one of the giant squid’s two longest tentacles, which
was cut off during its struggle.

The photo sequence, taken off Japan’s Ogasawara Islands in September 2004, shows the squid
homing in on the baited line and enveloping it in “a ball of tentacles. ”

Tsunemi Kubodera of the National Science Museum in Tokyo and Kyoichi Mori of the Ogasawara Whale
Watching Association report their observations this week in the journal Proceedings of the Royal Society B.

“Architeuthis appears to be a much more active predator than previously suspected, using its long
feeding tentacles to strike and tangle prey,” the researchers write.

They add that the squid was found feeding at depths where no light penetrates even during the day.

Despite people’s fascination with this deep-sea animal, the giant squid’s life and habits have
remained largely a mystery. The little information known has been mostly based on dead and dying
specimens that were caught by commercial fishing boats or washed ashore.

The mysterious creature has inspired countless sea monster tales and has been the subject of various
scientific expeditions.

Since the mid 1990s there have been a number of research trips in search of giant squid. Cameras
attached to deep-diving subs or sperm whales have been used to try to capture the elusive animals on
film, but without success.

The Japanese researchers used sperm whales as guides to help them locate likely giant squid haunts.
Over the years whalers have reported finding a high number of large squid beaks in the mammals’
stomachs, proving sperm whales as primary predators of large squid.

The images are generating considerable excitement among squid experts. “I think it’s wonderful that
we've finally got a picture of a living giant squid,” said Richard Ellis, a research associate at the
American Museum of Natural History in New York and author of The Search for the Giant Squid .

“I thought it would only be a matter of time before someone got images of architeuthis,” he added.

“After all, it’s not an endangered species, not even all that rare, and it’s one of the largest of all
invertebrates. So the Japanese film finally breaks through and renders the statement ‘nobody has ever
seen a living giant squid’ untrue.”

Squid expert Martin Collins of the British Antarctic Survey based in Cambridge, England, says the
new images are a “fantastic” achievement.

The marine biologist says he was skeptical that a dedicated giant squid hunt would succeed. He
thought the first wild sighting would probably come by accident.

“Fair play to these guys who’ve made the effort, gone out there and looked in what they thought
was a good area, and found it,” he said.

Collins is especially interested in clues the images might provide to the way the giant squids swim
and hunt in the deep ocean.



“Seeing the animals on film gives you a tremendous insight into how they live down there,” he said. “It

B Dictionary >>>

holy

squid

tentacle
loom
attach

bait

shap
cephalopod

shag
hook
sequence

envelop
tangle
prey
penetrate
fascination
specimen

sub
sperm whale

film

elusive
haunt

beak
mammal
invertebrate
render
marine
skeptical

/'hault/

/skwid/

/'tentokl/
/lum/
/o'teetf/
/bett/
/snaep/
/'sefalaupod/

/sneeg/
/huk/
/'sitkwans/

/m'velop/

/ "teengl/
/pre1/
/'penttrert/
/feesi'neifan/

/'spesimin/

/sab/

/tilm/
/1'ljustv/
/homt/
/bik/
/'maemsal/
/mn'vatibrr/
/'renda/
/ma'rim/

/'skeptikal/

X < 3 < < X

<

shows they are pretty active animals, and that answers a big question that’s been out there for some time.”

. derived from or associated with a divine power #13% K], X

i)

. a sea creature with a long soft body and many soft arms

called tentacles #1355, 8h

. feeler fp7i , fih=F, ol F

come into view indistinctly f& s H B, BaZyal |,
become attached &, %+ ; [FH7E

. something used to lure victims /5,5

record on photographic film FtR i85

. any of a class of marine mollusks including the squids, the

cuttlefishes, etc. 3k 2504

. catch $M& , AEH|

n. a sharp curve or crook £+

n. a following of one thing after another in time 3% 42 (4%

=

T 3 < ax <

%) ;— &5
enclose or enfold completely {5, 3 , & ; fu [l ; 36 A {= 5
force into some kind of situation ZE%5 , 21 Z&

. animal hunted or caught for food ¥ & HIEh4y, fidk 5

pass into or through H|A , 2%

. a feeling of great liking [ J7, A%
. a bit of something that is taken for diagnostic purposes t5

A, B

n. submarine ¥ 7K fE
n. a large whale with a large head that has a section in it

QQF:EE&"QC

which contains oil $kFr#

. make a film or photograph of something 4%
. difficult to find or describe MEFR 5 ; METE Y

. a frequently visited place & 2| (1 77 , 4 K.
. beaklike mouth of animals other than birds( ) B
. animals nourished with milk iE¥Lz04%

any animal lacking a backbone Jo&HEEh4)
cause to become i iR , (HA 15

. of or relating to the sea ¥EPEIK , HEH 1Y
. denying or questioning {4 2&H



dedicated /'dedikertid/ a. devoted to a cause or ideal or purpose EIEHY, #REH H
home in on phr. (55 . HIX%H) TR HAREER

B Notes >>>

1. Jules Verne; 5l « NL/R40(1828—1905) B+ Juith 22 ¥ HAE SR , #8 b “ Pl #4148 /N (science fiction)
AYEA” . RBIERZFICE 2R AL CGEEPIT B (MRS, FREMEH HLEEHT).
(NTKAWHERYE — +ERKERLIHR /D LRARIEMIER T Kb BT At sLae R
ANTERR B 48 » B0E 5 R RGERIL A8, HE B0 76 77 71 B A BAARL /R S8 , B E RL L) /AN K 24
2 B AE i IS R T

2. architeuthis. B #Ifiifa (giant squid) ,{-FHL T X. ERSEEHR EBR XMz —,. AKa%+HA
X, R KM GE Y, B TLE N P H . ERSRAR. 2XHTARNIBEAFERRR“EXN”,. 0
enormous, giant, massive, tremendous,

3. Japan’s Ogasawara Islands: HZA</NE B , &0 A 7EAR 20 S B8 1 K3 B RN =124 Sl
SRR, BAX R T/NEEE Ak .

4. Proceedings of the Royal Society B: (KE B R¥2SWM.BE: £YR %), BERFSILSFHRER
SR, BN B 22 AL U (AR HCF B8R AR AP # R SUR GRFR B3, T X8+ A%
ER=.

5. Over the years whalers have reported finding a high number of large squid beaks in the mammals’
stomachs, proving sperm whales as primary predators of large squid.
fRHT: report FHES A FHEIE, R T BEWUMT XF”;proving ... 5l FLERRIEAT.

B $FABGEHREALERFGH R ILAAARENREFR AR IELTRAGAERREN £
: T8
6. British Antarctic Survey. EEMHKEAAER . AFTBIEETERBMBBATIR.

W Post-reading Exercises >>>

I. Reading Comprehension

Section A

Directions: Choose the best answer for each item .
1. The passage mainly talks about

A. the photo sequence of the giant squid B. the study of the giant squid’s life and habits

C. different responses of squid experts D. the study of the giant squid by Japanese scientists
2. Architeuthis, the giant squid,

A. is not capable of active preying _ B. is the sea monster which is dangerous to human

C. is very mysterious to human D. is fond of following commercial fishing boats

3. According to Richard Ellis,



A. he has predicted that a live giant squid would be filmed

B. the squid is the largest invertebrate

C. the squid is a kind of rare species

D. nobody has ever seen a living giant squid
4. The underlined phrase “fair play” (Para.18) most probably means .

A. reward B. justice C. payback D. worth
5. It can be safely concluded from this passage that

A. Japan’s Ogasawara Islands will become a tourist resort

B. the giant squid will not be mysterious any more

C. the giant squid can be hunted alive easily

D. scientists will know more about the giant squid

Section B

Directions: Answer the questions or complete the statements in fewest possible words .
1. It can be safely concluded from the passage that Jules Verne writes

2. The giant squid was filmed the North Pacific Ocean.

3. The research trips in search of the giant squid failed to

4. Why did the Japanese researchers use sperm whales to locate the giant squid?

5

. Martin Collins is interested in how

I . Reading in Depth
Directions: Fill in the blanks with the words in the box.

A. traffic B. loss C. assured D. describe E. devote
F. accident G. convinced H. fond I. beyond J. devotion
K. observing L. demonstrate M. losing N. member O. both
I recently lost my best friend Arnold in an automobile 1 while moving my family to our

new home in Arizona. Arnold was an 8-month-old pot belly (MjFift) who taught me so much about
love, 2 and companionship. I am devastated by his 3 » but thank God daily for blessing
me with the joy of having Arnold for his short life.

Anyone contemplating a pot belly as a pet should know that if you are a true pet lover and

4 yourself to them, a pot belly will make the most wonderful friend. You will be 5 of
endless hours of fascination and entertainment as you 6 grow together in understanding the
human/pot belly relationship. Words cannot 7 this relationship and it can only be fully

understood by experiencing it. ‘

Arnold didn’t know he was a pig — he thought he was just another 8 of our family —
modeling his behavior through 9 me, my wife, my two daughters and our beagles (L5 R).
He was 10 he was loved by all; and he was, even when he was ornery (4E¥E /) trying to just
get our attention. He learned his name, how to sit and how to use the litter box all in the first week we
had him (at 7 weeks old!).



Distance Education :

Today, there are many avenues open to those who wish to continue their education. However,
nearly all require some break in one’s career in order to attend school full time. This has stopped many
people with occupations from receiving further education.

Part time education, that is, attending school at night or for one weekend a month, tends to drag
the process out over time and also puts the completion of a degree program out of reach of many people.

Additionally, such programs require a fixed time commitment which can also impact negatively on
one’s career and family time. People hence are searching for an education that allows them to have an
easy and convenient access to further education without their occupation having to be stopped or
suspended.

Of the many approaches to teaching and learning, therefore, perhaps the most flexible and
accommodating is distance learning. )

Distance learning is an educational method which allows the students the flexibility to study at his or
her own pace to achieve the academic goals which are so necessary in today’s world. The time required
to study may be set aside at the student’s convenience with due regard to all life’s other requirements.
Additionally, the student may enroll in distance learning courses from virtually any place in the world,
while continuing to pursue their chosen career. Tutorial assistance may be available via regular airmail,
telephone, facsimile machine, teleconferencing and over the Internet.

Good distance learning programs are characterized by the inclusion of a subject evaluation tool with
every subject. This precludes the requirement for a student to travel away from home to take a test.
Another characteristic of a good distance learning program is the equivalence of the distance learning
course with the same subject materials as those students taking the course on the home campus. The
resultant diploma or degree should also be the same whether distance learning or on-campus study is
employed. The individuality of the professor/student relationship is another characteristic of a good
distance learning program.

In the final analysis, a good distance learning program has a place not only for the individual
students but also the corporation or business that wants to work in partnership with their employees for
the educational benefit, professional development, and business growth of the organization. Sponsoring



