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1 Christmas

he 25th day of December is one of the most
Timportant traditional Western festivals —
Christmas. It' commemorates the birth of Jesus
Christ. The festival dates from” as early as the 4th
century. Not until the Middle Ages did the feast
of Christmas become widespread’. Over time it
incorporates many pre-Christian, pagan traditions
into the festivities. Gradually it evolved into a
religious as well as secular celebration. Christians
celebrate it for its religious meaning, while non-
Christians are fond of it for its festive atmosphere.
Today Christmas is observed® as an important
festival and public holiday in many countries
around the world. Christmas customs vary from
country to country. Popular modern customs of the
holiday include an exchange of Christmas cards
and gifts, Christmas music and caroling, church
attendance, the display of various Christmas
decorations and trees, family gatherings, and a
special meal’. Decorating a Christmas tree is one of
the most well-known traditions of the festivities.
To small children, the festival is full of fantasy and
surprise. Legend has it that” Santa Claus will enter
each house through the chimney and bring gifts
to well-behaved children on Christmas Eve. The
tradition of hanging stockings is for receiving the

gifts from Santa Claus.
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2 Easter

aster is the most important Christian
Efestival celebrating the resurrection
of Jesus Christ. Its religious significance
surpasses that of Christmas'. Christians
commemorate the festival as the day
when Jesus Christ was resurrected
three days after he had been crucified.
For Christians, Easter signifies a time
of miracles and a reaffirming of faith,
marking rebirth and hope. Unlike other
holidays, it is a movable holiday and not
fixed on the calendar. It falls on” a Sunday
between March 22 and April 25, the first
Sunday after the full moon that occurs
after the spring equinox. Christians
typically go to church on Easter Sunday,
but there are other traditions as well. For
many people the Easter egg is the main
symbol of Easter. During the festival

eggs are beautifully colored and given as
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