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The United States of America — also referred to as
the United States, the U.S.A., the U.S., America, the
States, and (poetically) Columbia — is a democratic®

constitutional federal republic of fifty states. Located pri-

® democratic adj. RF¥H, BREE LK, EEHEK
B, FRH
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marily in central North America, the United States has
land borders with Canada and Mexico, as well as territo-
rialD water boundaries with Canada, Russia and the Ba-
hamas. It is otherwise bounded by the Pacific Ocean,
the Bering Sea, the Arctic Ocean, the Atlantic Ocean.
the Guif of Mexico, and the Caribbean Sea. Forty-eight
of the states — often referred to as the Continental, Caon-
tiguous or Lower 48 — are located in a contiguous region

between Canada and Mexico. Two of the fifty states,

Alaska (an exclave) and Hawaii (an archipelago), are

not contiguous@ with any of the other states. The United

States also has a federal district — the District of Colum-
bia — for its capital and a collection of overseas territo-
ries and possessions arcund the World. Each of the fifty

D territorial adj. §M 49
@ contiguous adj. R HY, LK, HEPH
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states has a relatively high level of local autonomy® un-
der the federal system.

The official founding date of the United States is July
4, 1776, the date the Second Continental Congress, re-
presenting the thirteen British colonies, adopted the De-
claration ¢i Independence. The structure of the United
States was profoundly changed in 1788, however, when
the states replaced the Articles of Confederation with the

United States Constitution; often sources use the date

. each of the original thirteen states adopted the Constitu-

< tion as the date that state “entered the Union” (became

part of the United States) . Since the mid twentieth cen-
tury the United States has become the dominant giobal

influence in contemporary economic, political, military,

® autonomy n. Hif
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scientific, technological and cultural matters.

AR
Physical Geography ; .

As the world's third-largest country (by total area),
the United States landscape varies greatly; temperate

forestland® and rolling hills on the East coast, mangrove

@ forestland n. kb
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in Florida, the Great Plains in the center of the country,
the Mississippi — Missouri river system, the Great
Lakes which are shared with Canada, the Rocky
Mountains west of the plains, deserts and temperate
coastal zones west of the Rocky Mountains and temper-
ate rain forests in the Pacific Northwest. Alaska’s tundra
and the volcanic, tropical islands of Hawaii add to the
geographic and climatic diversity.

The climate varies along with the landscape, from

... tropical® in Hawaii and southern Florida to tundra in

" Alaska and atop some of the highest mountains. Most of
the North and East experience a temperate continental
climate, with warm summers and cold winters. Most of

the American South experiences a subtropical humid cli-

® tropical adj. #HFAY, AFRY



