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Unit One

Reading Passage I

The Nobel Prizes

Alfred Nobel was a shy, quiet Swedish bachelor who set the world on fire with an important
discovery. He invented dynamite.

Nobel became rich as a result of his invention, but had difficulty enjoying his newfound
wealth. He was consumed with guilt for having created such a deadly explosive. He chose to use
his money to reward people who “contributed most materially to the benefit of mankind”. In
1895, while visiting the Swedish Club of Paris, Nobel drew up a handmade will signing over his
fortune to establish the Nobel Prizes. Within two weeks he was dead.

~ Despite the rather unofficial nature of the handmade will, the Nobel Foundation was formed
with the purpose of seeing that Nobel’s dream was realized. The foundation is run by six board
members whose job is to oversee the investment of Nobel’s original $9 million. That sum has
since grown to $37 million thanks to investments in Swedish real estate, the American stock
market, and other types of securities.

In the beginning, the foundation established five awards—literature, physics, chemistry,
medicine, and peace. The prize for literature is voted by the Swedish Academy, which is made
up of 18 writers. The prizes for physics and chemistry are chosen by the Swedish Academy of
Science. Sweden’s leading hospital, the Caroline Institute, is responsible for choosing the winner
of the prize for medicine. It is voted by the hospital’s staff of 45 physicians.

The peace prize award is decided somewhat differently. Nobel had a lifelong desire to draw
his native Sweden closer to Norway, and as a result, he instructed the peace prize be voted by a
Norwegian group. Each year five prominent Norwegians, appointed by their government,
determine who wins the peace prize, perhaps the most revered award in the world.

These five prizes were the only ones given until 1968, when a prize for excellence in
economics was added to the Nobel list. In addition to their responsibility for the physics and
chemistry prizes, the Swedish Academy of Sciences selects the recipient of the economics prize.

The awards are handed out each year on December 10, the anniversary of Nobel’s death.
The ceremonies take place in both Oslo and Stockholm, where every winner receives a gold
medal, a certificate, and cash ranging in amounts from $30,000 to $125,000. The Nobel Prize is
the ultimate certificate of work toward a most admirable purpose—-‘‘the benefit of mankind”.

Vocabulary

Swedish /'swiidif / a  EHEAR, BRHER

bachelor /'beetfele/ »n 24, BB

dynamite /'dainemait/ n = BEEAERABERMARY, 1EZ



explosive /iks'plausiv/ n  BYEY), 1

contribute  /ken'tribju:t/ v,  FER, ¥BF, BT
handmade /heend'meid/ a FEK, FHIK

fortune /'fo:itfen/ n yiE, KEUM=, M
unofficial /'ane'fifel/ a IEEEEM, FEEHH, EERXW
foundation /faun'deifen/ n 37, A, ¥4£S
board /baid/ n AR, EHFE

oversee /'auva'si:/ v. 7, WBWE, KW

investment /in'vestment/ n A, #¥%

original /a'ridzenal/ a  JRERIY, BAIH, HIEIEER
estate  /i'steit/ n YR, BEE, WrE

stock /stok/ n  FEfE, B, BRE

security  /sikjueriti/ n K, RiFL, FE%
establish lis'teeblif /v, Hi3r, Bl4p, EoL

vote /veut/ v %, BE

leading /'li:din/ a  FERTES, EER

physician /fizifen/ n AWRE4, EIF

desire /dizaie/ n BkE, FHE

instruct  /in'strakt/ v @4, B, W4, WH, B
Norwegian /no:'wirdzen/ a. #BERE, WHBANK
prominent /'prominent/ a4 I, S

appoint /e'point/ v I8E, fEd, BAF

determine /di'te:min/ v BiIE, BE, Tl
revere /rivie/ v 2, #HE

recipient /ri'sipisnt/ n  BERE, KEA

anniversary  /.eeni'vaiseri/ n.  JAELS (H)
ceremony /'serimeni/ n. A%, LAY, #AL
certificate  / sa'tifikit/ » I, iF () B

ultimate  /'Altimit/ o  1&FRE, BEW |
admirable /'admerabl/ a MERIEER, 4 ABIRK
unmarked  /‘An'ma:kt / Tid S, REERKN
tragic /'treedzik/ a RN, FEBK

tribute  /'tribju:t/ n T, M, Wi

comprise /kem'praiz/ v.  H----HK, AE, MR
portrait /'poitrit/ n  EfR, EE

) g

Notes

Nobel Prize: #JURE S (1901 FEFIRBAELEE TURMITEH 12 A 10 HHR)
Alfred Nobel: (A\42) Bl /R 35 F4He4E « 3% DUR

Swedish Club of Paris: it $i i) I B

Swedish Academy: Fi #2257

Swedish Academy of Science: K #LF}22 5

Caroline Institute: £ & Bk 3%

SOl W DN -



7. Sweden: Fidt, SLT AT 8 R IBAIILKER.
Norway: 8B, —JLBREZK, £ T3 L4047 1 5 V635,
9. In addition to their responsibility for the physics and chemistry prizes, the Swedish
Academy of Sciences selects the recipient of the economics prize.
WEAEFH in additionto BH “Fgee---- 5hGE) s Feeeez E7,
Bl4n: In addition to Bourgogne and Bordeaux, there are several other excellent
wine-producing regions in France.
The negotiations struck a snag when the union leaders asked for paid holidays in
addition to the usual wage increase.
10. Oslo: Bl (HBBRAIE R
11. Stockholm: HF{EEF/REE (HisLpEy#R)
12. The ceremonies take place in both Oslo and Stockholm, where every winner receives a gold
medal, a certificate, and cash ranging in amounts from $30,000 to $125,000.
HEAJEF ) range from ...to.. Bl “Pheeeer Feee 7 (—BEE—ANEED,
#I1: The children’s ages range from 8 to 15.
Their salaries range from $2,000 to $10,000 each month.

(oo}

Exercises
I. Complete each of the following sentences with words or expressions given, make changes

where necessary (FIBT4HR BRI, 076 BEE M HHE ),

with the purpose of chooseto  contribute to  be consumed with  sign over
have difficulty (in)  draw up asaresult of  be run by set on fire

Home for asylum-seekers in Germany.

She jealousy.

Let me the contract for your signature.

The union was founded representing the interests of the working class.
What if I getting the care I need?

Internet should key players.

I be happy regardless of circumstances.

Federal law prohibits retired military people from their future pension payments
to others.

9. Risk behaviors unintentional injuries.

10. Scoitt tailed the test not studying ahead of time.

NN BN

IL. Translate the following sentences into Chinese (BT H T RREIGE):

1. Alfred Nobel was a shy, quiet Swedish bachelor who set the world on fire with an important
discovery. He invented dynamite.

2. He was consumed with guilt for having created such a deadly explosive. He chose to use his
money to reward people who “contributed most materially to the benefit of mankind”.

3. Despite the rather unofficial nature of the handmade will, the Nobel Foundation was formed
with the purpose of seeing that Nobel’s dream was realized.

4. Each year five prominent Norwegians, appointed by their government, determine who wins
the peace prize, perhaps the most revered award in the world.

5. In addition to their responsibility for the physics and chemistry prizes, the Swedish

- Academy of Sciences selects the recipient of the economics prize.



Reading Passage 11

Basketry: A Stone Age Craft

Basket making is a very ancient craft. Fragments of basketwork have been excavated from
European Stone Age dwellings dated at about 9000 B.C. Early humans not only used basketty to
make storage containers, but also as a building material, a framework for boats, for shields and
armor, and for fish traps.

The materials employed for constructing baskets come from plants whose flexibility and
durability allow them to be woven. In Europe, the customary materials for basket making are
one- and two-year-old growths of hazel and willow and for “softer” basketry, straw is used. In
Asia, the most commonly used materials are raffia, which is the shredded leaves of a tropical
palm, and rattan, or cane, which is the long stem of a Southeast Asian palm. Timber may also be
split and cut lengthwise to provide long, flat widths of basketry material. In Europe, the willow
and hazel are used in this manner. Additionally, these materials and cane need to be soaked in
water before use, to make them sufficiently malleable for weaving.

There are two major types of basketwork: that which is made by coiling and that which is
woven. The softer natural materials are used for coiled baskets, while the stiffer natural materials
are used for woven baskets.

Coiled basketry is rendered from long strips of fibrous materials which may be in the form
of rods, but are commonly plaits, ropes, or simple bundles. The strip is coiled upon itself and
fastened by stitching, or wrapping a separate strip around the coil. There are many different
methods in which wrapping may be accomplished, the names of which are attributed to New
World peoples, such as the Navajo of the Southwest, who are proficient in this kind of basketry.
In Europe, coiled straw basketry was often used to construct beehives and floor mats.

Woven baskets may have a wooden base onto which are placed the upright rods to be
woven, but usually two groups of rods are set at right angles and their centers intertwined to
form the slath, or starting point. The rods are separated like the spokes of a wheel and further
rods are spirally woven in and out around this slath. Once this base is adequately large and
workable, the radial rods are bent upwards to form the sides of the basket, and weaving
continues until the basket reaches the desired height.

Vocabulary

basketry /'baiskitri/ n < BHEASH. KE, wEITE
fragment /'freegmoent/ n BN, KB, ¥4
basketwork  /'ba:iskitwaik/ n REY

excavate /'ekskeveit/ v ¥, 48, FF%
dwelling /'dweling/ n {Ekt

storage /'storid3/ n.  JORREE, FEAE

framework /‘'freimwa:k/ n.  HEZE, 4iH

shield /fizld/ n  BEiPH, &, $E

armor /'a:ma/ n 3, ZEH

flexibility / fleksa'biliti/ n.  HLENME, BRME, Pk
durability ~ /.djuerebiliti/ n AN, BA, WAER
hazel /'heizl/ n. KIEE, BT, BA



willow /'wilou/ n  MWIAES, MR

straw  /stro:/ n  EF, B

raffia  /'reefio/ n  TERPH TS, B

shred /'fred/ v 08, B

tropical  /'tropikl/ a4 = BER), HAH

palm /pa:m/ n  FE, FEHEH, 548

rattan /ro'ten/ n LK, R, BE

cane /kein/ n S, FhL, HEKHZE

timber /'timbe/ n  AE, A#

split  /split/ v 4%, BF, 45

lengthwise /'lenBwaiz/ ad. YK

width /wid®/ n T8, W

additionally /o'difenali/ ad  KijnH:, #HshHb, F4Mh
soak /sauk/ v BiE, H

malleable /'meeliebl/ a  TEK, FHEEBEMEKN

coil /koil/ v %, &L

strip /strip/ n W, %

fibrous /'faibres/ a. MR, FHEK

plait /pleet/ n ¥F, K%

bundle /'bandl/ n K, &, #

stitch  /stitf/ v 44, %

beehive /'bithaiv/ n &4, W=

intertwine  /.inta(:)'twain/ v fif) gi%g, (ff) 22
slath  /slee®/ n HEDOLRAFEL

spoke /spauk/ n  F|%E, BIE, ELX

spirally  /'spaierali/ ad  F%E, ®iE, EL

radial /'reidjel/ a4  JBURPIRES, ZH, R, 2R

Notes
1. Stone Age: A#FMARY, ASCUTTENRIB BRI, LU A S,

2. The materials employed for constructing baskets come from plants whose flexibility and
durability allow them to be woven.

WAJIEFR allow to BH “R¥F, AL .
$il: Nobody is allowed to smoke here.

China’s government will allow banks to lend bonds for the first time.
3. In Europe, the willow and hazel are used in this manner.
BAJIEH Y in this manner B2 “iXFE, FHXFHAR” .
#itn: A vowel sound is changed in this manner.
Ridges or pleats are produced in this manner.
4. The softer natural materials are used for coiled baskets, while the stiffer natural materials are
used for woven baskets.

HAIEFH beused for BH “HF” .
#ln: 40% efficient solar cells are used for solar electricity.
In theory, it could be used for some of the compliance tests; however, it is not



programmed to do that.
5. There are many different methods in which wrapping may be accomplished, the names of
which are attributed to New World peoples.
HAJEFH be attributed to B “IHTF "
%i4n: His failure is attributed to his laziness.
Health is attributed to good nutrition and regular exercises.
6. Navajo: PFLEN GEEBAHIEIHZHE)
7. New World peoples, such as the Navajo of the Southwest, are proficient in this kind of
basketry.
HATIES ) be proficient in BA “Higk, XE” .
#l4n: He is proficient in management.
Please select a language you are proficient in apart from your native language.

Exercises
I. Complete each of the following sentences with words or expressions given, make changes

where necessary (TR RARIAAES, WA LEESLHIHE):

allow to  be attributed to be used for in the form of be proficient in
render be excavated from  in this manner come from be accomplished

1. Great ideas the things you pick up along the way.

2. The volume of rock to the Manhattan Tunnel would fill an area.

3. After reading this book, youwill  writing.

4. Itis ahotly debated topic today whether college students should _ get married.
5. The grease fromporkcan __ frying.

6. His fatness him unable to bend down.

7. No fault can him.

8. A new hearing aid a pair of glasses was unveiled last week.

9. Why is the program operated ?

10. Lunar probe is to in 13 years.

II. Translate the following sentences into Chinese (3B 5|4 F RN E):

1. Early humans not only used basketry to make storage containers, but also as a building
material, a framework for boats, for shields and armor, and for fish traps.

2. The materials employed for constructing baskets come from plants whese flexibility and
durability allow them to be woven.

3. Additionally, these materials and cane need to be soaked in water before use, to make them
sufficiently malleable for weaving.

4. The strip is coiled upon itself and fastened by stitching, or wrapping a separate strip around
the coil. '

5. Once this base is adequately large and workable, the radial rods are bent upwards to form
the sides of the basket, and weaving continues until the basket reaches the desired height.



Reading Passage I

The Fortune in Hardwoods

People in the United States pride themselves on having beautiful, attractively furnished
homes. The degree of warmth and beauty in our surroundings, provided by hardwoods, is a
major factor in creating this pride.

The beauty of hardwoods is important enough for today's researchers to be looking ahead.
In Nevada or Oklahoma, for example, trees are a bit scarce because of climate or soil. In the
Pacific Northwest where softwoods are king, the seriousness of the problem facing our future
generations may be dimmed. But in Pennsylvania, Indiana, Michigan, North Carolina, and many
other states there is a serious problem.

Actually, there are two problems or situations. The first involves the need for educating
owners of private timberlands to take better care of the nation's existing broad stands of
hardwoods that cover most of our states in the northern, eastern, central, and southern regions.
These trees can use a little attention. They respond to pruning, fertilization, and clearing just as
corn, soybeans, and cabbage respond to plowing, cultivating, and fertilizing. And whereas the
farmer gets pennies for a few plants of these crops, one good, valuable, hardwood tree can bring
hundreds or thousands of dollars.

The day is gone when a person plants a hardwood grove as an investment for grandchildren.
People seem to think that is old fashioned. It dates back to the era when a person was sure that a
walnut seedling, for example, wouldn't be ripe for harvesting until the next century. From data
secured by researchers, a 25-year-old farmer can now plant a walnut grove and start banking
money when he's sixty. With controlled harvesting, there can be a fortune in valuable
hardwoods.

The second problem concerns the desirability of putting more of our finer species into the
ground, just to be sure of meeting demands for a far larger population five decades ahead. One
very notable step forward in this direction is concerted action by one of the largest single groups
in the United States—the bubbling, energetic army of more than five million Boy Scouts of
America. A planned program for hardwood reforestation by the Scouts was first implemented
during the late sixties. The program has continued through the years to include plantings of
many important species on public lands, Scout lands, and private property in hardwood growing
regions.

Replacing the hardwoods that are removed for industrial reasons is recognized as being
important for environmental and future security.

Vocabulary

fumish  /fe:nif / v &, F (KA%) HF (. NEE)
hardwood  /'ha:dwud/ n  IREERIAH, 7= RBE A
scarce /skees/ a. BRZH, AEK

softwood  /'softwud/ n.  #Kbt, &FnEE, 4 R

dim /dim/ v () AEE, (fF) A

involve /in'volv/ v. A%, &%

timberland  /‘timbeleend/ n.  Z#k, i



stand /steend/ n (BEPLAERG BT RAMRAHS
prune /pru:n/ v BB (Bi&E
fertilization  /fo:tilaizeifon/ n.  HEfE

clear /kliea/ v. 1B, Jh, FE

grove /greuv/ n.  /MRRR, BEA, AR
walnut  /'woilnet/ n  #Bk, BB (KD
seedling /'si:dlin/ n.

investment /in'vestment/ n.  #¥%, BA
secure /sikjus/ v. - FEHF, KB
fortune /'fo:tfen/ n. BR, W=, KEMF=
desirability /di,zaierebileti/ n. By, A, EHEEE
species  /'spiifiz/ n  FpJ, Ff

concerted /ken'se:tid/ a  BEM, —BH
bubble /'babl/ v ¥BEE, MHEIAGHBEIER
scout /skaut/ n. ETE

reforestation /'ri:fori'steifon/ n  EFHEMK
implement /'impliment/ v BI#I5EHK

Notes

1. where the softwood are king: MAbEM B tE, XAJFH “king” K “BEE” 2K

2. take better care of: EIFHh A E

3. the existing broad stands of hardwoods: IRAF I BIBEAIK o

4. These trees can use a little attention. IXLEW AR F/ERINIHMER —TF.

5. old fashioned: ZXH, T, FIHK

6. It dates back to the era when ...: X#fF -« FIIFAR,

7. meet the demands for: #@& - FIE R, meet H“WE” 2=, B0 LA meet the needs,

meet the cost ZF

8. five decades ahead: KK (4 /G) I 50 4F

9. Boy Scouts of America: (3%) BETZ, & the Scout Association Z %7 . ZHLLLII
SRILR T AR A B & Fh i e H . Girl Scouts LEFE.

Understanding the Passage

1. The article implies that
a. hardwood groves are more profitable today than they once were.
b. conifers are more resistant to disease than hardwoods.
c. walnut trees grow rapidly.
2. The Boy Scouts of America is mentioned as
a. agroup that improves recreational facilities.
b. one of the largest organizations in the United States.
c. a group that is learning technical skills.
3. According to the author, people who live in North Carolina are
a. concerned about dwindling supplies of hardwoods.
b. planting large groves of softwoods.
c. experimenting with new strains of walnut trees.



4. The author mentions cabbage as an example of a plant that
a. requires little care.
b. responds to cultivation.
c. can survive harsh weather.
5. The reader can infer that .
a. hardwoods are worth more to us than softwoods.
b. softwoods can be grown in any type of soil.
c. walnut trees grown best in damp, cool climate.

Reading Passage 11

What to Do with Solid Waste

We have all learned that we cannot go on using the resources of this planet as if they were
infinite. We can no longer deal with environmental problems as if they were simple, isolated
problems. The solution is not outside the 'broad social, political, and economic framework that
they are a part of.

Solid waste management is a root environmental issue and illustrates that we must change
many of our common attitudes and habits. We must work to adapt our institutions, both public
and private, to the problems and opportunities of solid waste, of resource recovery, and of
misuse of our national resources.

The broad front on which we fight the solid waste battle today is a fluid one. And we can
hardly make a move without being beset by a loud roar of claims and counterclaims about
precisely what we should do and shouldn't do to win it.

Characteristic of our society, when a problem has been discovered, we feel it should be
solved at once in a simple and direct way. If this fails, we despair of its being solvable at all. This
is no doubt part of what has been termed our frontier mentality. It is due, in part, to this mentality
that the first wave of public awareness of the environmental crisis hit before we had even begun
to take the first small steps toward proper disposal of the ever-growing solid waste of our
high-production, high-consumption society. A thoroughly urbanized people, we were acting as if
all we had to do was to throw away our ugly discards, whatever their nature, into a pile
somewhere preferably, out of our immediate sight.

The frontier solution to the urban solid waste problem was the open dump. Aesthetically
offensive, creating rodent and insect problems, wasteful of land, contributing often to air and
water pollution, open dumps had little to recommend them. Dumping was cheap, quick, and dirty.
We were proud to regard ours as the most sophisticated society in the world when it came to
exploiting raw resources, processing them, manufacturing them into goods, and transporting and
distributing them with great speed. But we had given almost no thought at all to closing the city
dump. Suddenly, we were told that the ecological circle had to be closed throughout the world.
Cheap, quick, and dirty intrusions into the environment had to cease, unless humans were to
perish.



