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1. Becoming Educated

7 Introduction

1

the true meaning of education.

Barbara Jordan

In this autobiographical excerpt from Barbara Jordan: A Self-Portrait (1979), jordan
narrates her learning experience in Boston University that leads to a real insight into

o I was at Boston University in this new and strange and dif-

ferent world, and it occurred to me' that if I was going to

succeed at this strange new adventure, I would have to read
longer and more thoroughly than my colleagues at law school had
to read. I felt that, in order to compensate” for what I had missed in
earlier years, I would have to work harder, and study longer, than
anybody else. I still had this feeling that I did not want my colleagues
to know what a tough time I was having understanding the con-
cepts, the words, the ideas, the process. I didn’t want them to know
that. So I did my reading not in the law library, but in a library at the
graduate dorm, upstairs where it was very quiet, because apparently
nobody else there studied. So I would go there at night after dinner.
I would load my books under my arm and go to the library, and I
would read until the wee” hours of the morning and then go to bed. I
didn’t get much sleep during those years. I was lucky if I got three or
four hours a night, because I had to stay up”. I had to. The professors
would assign cases for the next day, and these cases had to be read
and understood or I would be behind, further behind than I was®.

1. It occurred /a'ksilr}d/ to me: 1t
suddenty came Into’ my: frilnd

2 C;Jmpensate /Wmeﬁ vi3k
E

3.the wee /witf hours: the early
hours of the morning, just after
midnight

4. stay up: not go to bed

5. further behind than | was: | was
already behind, if | didn’t work
hard, | would be further behind

LINIT 13



6. call onfupon: formally ask some-
body to do something

7. recite /rr'saw/ vi. B4R, W
L]

8.on some rare /realr)/ occaslons
/o'kemsanz/ : sometimes but not
often

9. top drawer: (infmi} the best stu-
dent
10. when it came to: (infml) with
regard to

11. talk out: (infml) to discuss a
problem in order to solve it
12. tssue Mifjuy n. (@R, WE

13. get 1t all: (infml) learn everything
well

14. make a lot more sense: make It
easier to be understood

15. check on: try to find out

16. a matter of fife and death: an
extremely serious matier

17. | had to make law school: | must
be good enough to graduate
from law school.

18. altemative /al'tsmatrv/ n. T
Reyg®

19. flunk /flagk/ out: (Infml} to be
forced to leave a college be-
cause one’s work is not good
enough

20. unmitigated /An'mrtigertrd/ aq/.
T2

21. disaster /dr'zazstale)/ n. B3

22. 1 was not in class: outside class

23. think out: to consider carefully
and rationally

24. get along: to make progress

25. spout fspaut/ off: {infm) to talk
a lot about something In a bor-
ing way

26. oratory /'oratory/ n. WiR

27. canned /kaend/ ad). ({8)FH—
i, RN

PR UNIT |

I was always delighted when I would get called upon "to recite’

in class. But the professors did not call on the “ladies” very much. :

There were certain favored people who always got called on, and
then on some rare occasions " a professor would come in and would
announce: “We’re going to have Ladies Day today.” And he would
call on the ladies. We were just tolerated. We weren’t considered re-
ally top drawer 'when it came to "the study of the law.

At some time in the spring, Bill Gibson, who was dating my
new roommate, Norma Walker, organized a black study group, as
we blacks had to form our own. This was because we were not in-
vited into any of the other study groups. There were six or seven in
our group — Bill, and Issie, and I think Maynard Jackson — and we
would just gather and talk it out' and hear ourselves do that. One
thing I learned was that you had to talk out the issues “ the facts, the
cases, the decisions, the process. You couldn’t just read the cases and
study alone in your library as I had been doing; and you couldn’t get
it all“ in the classroom. But once you had talked it out in the study
group, it flowed more easily and made a lot more sense "

And from time to time I would go up to the fourth floor at 2
Rawley Street to check on" how Louise was doing. She was always
reading Redbook®. Every time I was in there and wanted to discuss
one of the cases with her, she was reading a short story in Redbook.
I don’t know how she could do that. She was not prepared in class
when the professors would call on her to discuss cases, but that did
not bother her. Whereas it was a matter of life and death with me ", I
had to make law school . I just didn’t have any alternatives . I could
not afford to flunk out"”. That would have been an unmitigated™ di-
saster”, So I read all the time I was not in class =,

Finally I felt I was really learning things, really going to school. I
felt that I was getting educated, whatever that was. I became familiar
with the process of thinking. I learned to think things out™ and reach
conclusions and defend what I had said.

In the past I had got along” by spouting off”. Whether you
talked about debates or oratory™, you dealt with speechifying. Even
in debate it was pretty much canned”’ because you had, in your little

® Redbook: a magazine which published short fiction by well-known authors, including many women
wrlters, along with photographs of popular actresses and other women of note. According to its first
editor Trumbull White, the name was appropriate because "Red is the color of cheerfulness, of bright-
ness, of gayety.”

15
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three-by-five box™, a response for whatever issue might be raised by
the opposition. The format™ was structured so that there was no op-
portunity for independent thinking. (I really had not had my ideas
challenged ever.) But I could no longer orate and let that pass for*
reasoning’'. Because there was not any demand for an orator in Bos-
ton University Law School. You had to think and read and under-
stand and reason. I had learned at twenty-one that you couldn’t just
say a thing is so because it might not be so, and somebody brighter,
smarter, and more thoughtful would come out™ and tell you it
wasn’t so. Then, if you still thought it was, you had to prove it. Well,
that was a new thing for me. I cannot, I really cannot describe what
that did to my insides and to my head. I thought: I'm being educated
finally.

From The Thoughtful Reader, ed. Mary C. Fjeldstad, Thomson & Heinle, 2002,
823 words

Reading Skills and Practice

28, three-by-five box the bix of 15
square fnches that holds note

cards

29 format /fomeet/ n R
30 pass for to be mistakenly ac-

cepted as

31 reasoning /'ruzenmy/ n BT

Wik

32 come out appear

. Understanding First Person Narrator

" Inthe essay, Barbara Jordan tells the reader her learming experiences at law school. The first-

person narrator allows her to present her own memories of a significant life that lead to her
understanding of education. With first-person narration, the author finds it easier to reveal her

insides.

Read the text again and try to understand the function of first person narrator by doing the fo-

lowing exercise.

1) Who was Barbara Jordan?

A. Barbara Jordan was a {male/female) student.

B. Barbara Jordan was {white/black).

C. Barbara Jordan was (a teenager/in her twenties).

D. Barbara Jordan was studying in a {university/high school).

2) Write signified words that express the author’s thoughts and feelings.

... itoccurred to me, | felt that, | still had this feeling that,




E Context and Other Clues

load (L. 13) | cases (L. 17)
ladies (L. 23) date (L. 26)
speechify (L. 52) structured (L. 55)
. iIndependent (L. 56) orate (L. 57)
reason (L. 60) insides (L. 65)

Guess the meanings of the following with the help of the context and other clues.

| Exercises &

g Reading Comprehension

-4 N

Read the text again and choose the best answer to each of the following questions or state-
ments.

1) How did Barbara Jordan feel after she entered Boston University?
A. She was scared. B. She was excited.
C. She felt depressed. D. She felt challenged.

2) Barbara Jordan studied very late at night because
A. she needed to learn more to keep up with her colleagues
B. she needed to make up for what she had lost in earlier years
C. she was less intelligent than her colleagues
D. she knew nothing about law and oratory

3) Which of the following best tells the study of law at Boston University?
A. The study groups included students of all races.
B. Female students were seldom asked to answer questions in class.
C. Black students were encouraged to present their own ideas in class.
D. Students were required to form their own study groups.

4) According to the author, “becoming educated” means
A. being good at making speeches
B. being good at reading and writing
C. being an active member in group discussions
D. being able to think and make sound reasoning

5) It can be inferred from this essay that
A. the author Is humorous and easy-going
B. the author Is fault-finding and critical



C. the author is sincere and frank
D. the author is worried and anxious

@ Vocabulary Study

Choose the correct word form 1o fit into each sentence. Use appropriate verb tenses, singular
or plural forms for nouns, or passive voice where necessary.

1) to assign, assignment
A. Students wili four books to read and must choose one additional book.
B. He received a B minus for because his teacher said it lacked creativity.

2) to announce, announcement

A. On February 10, 2007, Barack Obama that he was going to run for President
of the United States.

B. Many people were surprised by the government’s that public spending will
be increased next year. '

3) to tolerate, tolerant, tolerance
A. People In this small town are not very of contrary points of view.
B. A reason for the widespread use of Norway maples (B44%) in cities across the U.S. Is
that they pollution better than many trees.
C. Brazil has become the most recent country to adopt a zero- policy toward
driving under the influence of alcohol.

4) alternative, alternatively
A. As we produce more energy and develop
ficiency by 27 percent since 1992.
B. If because Is used, so Is not needed; or omit because.

we have improved our energy ef-

5) oratory, to orate, orator
A. The skills of and public speaking, once valued by the Roman and Greeks,
have faded unfortunately.
B. Unlike most he is more successful as a writer than as a speaker.
C. The king said: “I am ready to fight if it comes to fighting, to If talking is neces-
sary, and to do anything else which may be within the limits of my powers.”

6) speech, speechify
A. The scientist gave on how to get the flood waters under control.
B. We had to listen to him about what a wonderful manager he would be.

7) response, responsible, responsibility
A. The earthquake has evoked (5[#2) an emational among the public.
B. The police still did not knowwhowas __for the traffic accident.
C. Aterrorist group has claimed for yesterday's bomb attack.
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8) opposite, opposition, to oppose
A. Despite from the local people, the government has passed a rule allowing
hunting the wild animals. :
B. Understanding stem cell (48 ) research will allow you to decide if you support or
it.
C. The entrance to room numberthreeis_________ the entrance 1o room number two.

9} to reason, reason, reasoning

A. He that since his girlfriend had not answered his phone she must be angry
with him.
B. | couldn’t find a good to cancel the trip, so in the end my husband and |

boarded a plane for Paris.
C. Few persons care to study logic, because everybody considers himself to be good
enough in the art of already.

10) to think, thoughtful, thought
A. Mary that her daughter might benefit from having the opportunity to discuss
her worries with someone outside the family.
B. The magazine has a article on the environmental protection.
C. After a great deal of he decided to go to America for further study.

Sentence Patterns to Imitate

In the text, the author for many times uses the auxiliary “would” to suggest the repeated and
habitual behavior in the past.

Examples from the text:

1) 1 would load my books under my arm and go to the library, and | would read until the
wee hours of the morning and then go to bed. (L. 13)

2) ... and then on some rare occasions a professor would come in and would announce:
“We're going to have Ladles Day today.” (LI. 21-23) ‘

3) And from time to time | would go up to the fourth floor at 2 Rawley Street to check on
how Louise was doing. (LI. 37-38)

Please complete the following sentences by translating the Chinese into English, using “would”.

1) As he grew older, - (L EEPHb R F20)
2) When my friends still lived here (BB AXRBES)
3) When he was in college . (b BRI

4) We used to work on a farm and A RMNBRR T SRR

5) They used to swim every day when they were children.

(AR EAL, BRAK)




. Put the Following into Chinese

1) So I was at Boston University In this new and strange and different world, and it occurred
to me that if | was going to succeed at this strange new adventure, | would have to read
longer and more thoroughly than my colleagues at law school had to read. (LI. 1-5)

2) You couldn’t just read the cases and study alone in your library as | had been doing; and
you couldn’t get it all in the classroom. But once you had talked it out in the study group, it
flowed more easily and made a lot more sense. (Ll. 33-36)

3) Even in debate it was pretty much canned because you had, in your little three-by-five box,
a response for whatever issue might be raised by the opposition. The format was struc-
tured so that there was no opportunity for independent thinking. {(LI. 52-56)

4) | had learned at twenty-one that you couldn‘t just say a thing Is so because It might not be
so, and somebody brighter, smarter, and more thoughtful would come out and tell you it
wasn‘t so. Then, if you still thought it was, you had to prove It. (LI. 60-63)

Questions for Consideration

1. Why do you go to college? What does “being educated” mean for you?

2. Can you see any difference between being an orator and a thinker? Does talking with oth-
ers help you think better2 What is the use of reasoning in academic and dally life?

3. Apart from working hard, what other things can a student do to achieve success in col-
lege?
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2. Classroom Notetaking

Clarissa White

Knowing how to take lecture notes is an important skill to students because no-
tetaking helps students keep up with the latest ideas and provoke further thinking
over issues involved in a particular subject. In this essay, you are given some tips on
how to take notes.

1. keep up to date: keep informed
of the most recent development

2. presentation /,prezan’teifan/ n.
B
3. edition /'difan/ n. B

4. showmanship /'faumanfip/ n.
FRBIH

5. entertaining /.ents'temny ad/. €
ARBE. FRN

6. vividly /*vrvidly adv. HZiHh .
b

7. leap vividly to life: Is presented
like immediate experlence

8. get it down: write it down

8 e

ne reason you should take lecture notes is that lectures

add to what you read in textbooks. Lectures combine the

material and approaches of many texts, saving you the
trouble of researching an entire field. They keep up to date' with
their subjects and can include the latest studies or discoveries in their
presentations’; they needn’t wait for the next edition’ of the book to
come out. They can provide additional examples or simplify difficult
concepts, making it easier for you to master tricky material. And the
best lecturers combine knowledge with expert showmanship’. Both
informative and entertaining’ speakers, they can make any subject,
from ancient civilizations to computers, leap vividly® to life’.

True, you say, but isn’t it good enough just to listen to these
wonderful people without writing down what they say? Actually, it
isn’t, which leads us to another reason for taking lecture notes. Stud-
ies have shown that after two weeks, you’ll forget 80 percent of it.
And you didn’t come to the lecture room just to be entertained. You
came to learn. The only way to keep the material in your head is to

get it down’ in permanent form — in the form of lecture notes.

How to Take Lecture Notes
There are three steps to mastering the art of taking good lecture
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