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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

et

The present work is a translation from the Eighth edition of Mitchell
vB‘ruce’s‘ Materia Medica and Therapeutics, published by Messrs. Cassell
& Co. Ltd., in their series of Medical Manuals. This translation.
covers the whole of the Materia Medica proper, including the Special
Therapeutics of each drug; but not the final section (Part IV) on General
Therapeutics. ' ’

The Medical Missionary Association already possesses a tr;inslat}i(')n.
of Hare’s Therapeutics, so that there is no immediate eall for a second
work on the same subject. »

In additon to the British Pharmacopoeia preparations, the more
important ones from the U. S. A. Pharmacopoeia have been inserted.
Dosages have been given both according to the Imper1al and Metric
Systems. :

The work here chesen for translation appears to the translator tc
be well-suited to convey to the Chinese a truly scientific view of the
action of drugs on the human body. Its main principles are shown in
the following quotation from the original Preface. ¢“The author attaches
importance to the plan which he has adopted in the description of the
Special Therapeutics, which consists in systematically tracing the
physiological actions and uses of the different drugs, in their passage-
through the body from their first contac,’c with it locally, untll they are
eliminated in the becretlons

Should this work help in any way to lessen the burden on teachers
in the under-staffed Medlcal Colleges of China, or be an aid to the
increasing number of graduates from these colleges, the labour will not
have been ih vain. ’

Thanks are due to many friends for help given of one kind or
another, but most of all to my writer Mr, Chao, whose careful attention.
not only to the literary style but to many technical details has made the:
production of the work possible. ' '

" Thomas Gillison.



PREFACE T0O THE THIRD EDITION

Since the 14th edition of the English original of this book was
published late in 1933, the publication of a new Chinese Pharmacopoeia,
together with the issue of a new edition of the British Pharmacopoeia,
have made it advisable to undertake a complete revision of the Chinese

‘text, so 4s to incorporate all the new material, together with alterations
in the strength and composition of various preparations and recent
progress m their uses.

Fortunately, the Council on Publication has been able to secure the
help .of the Rev. W. P. Pailing and his assistant, Mr. K. H. Liu, of
Cheeloo University, who have had much experience in teaching the sub-
ject-in Chinese, in bringing this book up to date. For the most part,
the work is a re-translation. The manuscript has been further checked

< by Dr. E. L., McAll and the writer.

" A number of Chinese drugs have been recently investigated which
are not included in the English book. It was felt that it would be
desirable to have the most common of these included in a brief sup-

_plement to the book, in order to make it more useful for Chinese
students. This has been done, with the help of Professor Bernard E.
Read, of the Lester Institute of Medical Research, Shanghai, to whom

. we are greatly indebted. .

_ The sections on Practical Pharmacy and General Therapeutics have
- been omitted in this edition, as in the earlier Chinese editions, as they
. are dealt with in other books published by the Council.

Owing to the closing of the press which had undertaken the print-
mg ‘of the book, the work had to be given to another press to complete,
thus unavoidably delaying the publication of the book.

. The Council’s: best thanks are accorded to Dr. Dilling and to
Messrs. Cassell & Company, for giving their cordial consent to the
makmg of thls translatlon

"On behalf of the C, M. A Council on Publication
, ’ . T. C. LEO
_February 10th, 1937,
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