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Brief Summary of ‘Basic Education in Australia’

The Commonwealth of Australia, or Australia for short, is the sixth largest country
in the world. Blessed with vast territory and abundant natural resources, it is the most
advanced economy in the Southern Hemisphere, the 12t biggest in the world, the fourth
biggest farm produce exporter and the biggest exporter of mineral products. It raises
more sheep than any other country and is the biggest wool exporter, earning it the
nickname of the “country that rides on the sheep’s back”.

Australia had been home to aboriginal tribes for at least 40, 000 years, before
becoming a British colony from 1788 to 1900; in 1901, it became an independent
commonwealth, Its basic education has experienced four stages of development, namely,

promoting the equality of

'/ . educational opportunity and

» extending the average years of

I §E formal education after
independence; striving  to

establish a democratic and
diversified modern educational
system after World War II; and

pursuing fairness and quality in

the 21 century. Especially
after entering the current century, its basic education has begun to move forward in a
diversified, fair, quality and efficient manner.

Basic education in this country has developed many of its own characteristics. For
instance, it pays more attention to vulnerable groups to promote education equity and
shows great care for student development and improvement of the teaching quality and
educational informationization to facilitate balanced development.

This book introduces basic education in Australia from the following 10 aspects:
general situation, educational system and management, curriculums and teaching
materials, schooling, quality monitoring and assessment, teachers’ development,
management of primary and secondary schools, system of entrance examinations,

education for citizenship, and educational highlights.
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