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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: The Picture Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture

Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,

fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been
awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.

Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding
is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that
readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope
the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your
relatives and friends.

The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you with pleasure a precious qift, 7he Picture
Treasury of World Folktales. The book is the fourth in the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children. We
hope that you will enjoy it as much as the previous volumes.

A folktale is created by working people. With fictitious content a
folktale is a kind of oral literary work in prose style. It reflects the realistic
attitude of working people in different times, the spirit of happiness that
they work for, and their longing for a glorious future. The folktale has
been polished by innumerable people throughout the ages and is an
embodiment of the wisdom of human beings.

The book selects seventy world-famous folktales including fifteen
Chinese folktales and consists of more than three thousand pictures. The
selected works include famous Greek and Roman folktales as well as
Egyptian, Indian, Persian and other countries’ famous folktales.

The editor-in-chief of the book is Mr. Yan Wenjing, the famous
Chinese writer of children’s literature. The art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu,
former president of the Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The volumes are written both in Chinese and English. We have
specially invited the American professors Dr. Samuel Nicholson and Mrs.
Ella Nicholson to be the general editors of the translations. They have
worked arduously to ensure the accuracy and standardization of the
English translations in the book.

The Editors
November, 2011
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THE KING AND THE WEAVER
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Once upon a time there lived a king who often received gifts from his min-
isters. They only told him how rich his people were and how strong his country
was, but they held back the bad news.
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One day, the king disguised as a common man, went down a lane. He heard
some harp music and followed its sound until he came to a house where the mu-
sic was coming from.
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“Good evening! "the king greeted the man playing the harp.“Who are you,
and how are you getting along? "asked the king.
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The man replied, “I’m a weaver,sir,and I make one basket each day. The
basket I weave supports nine people in my family. I can not only make it pay my
debts, but also make a profit. ”

_3_



(5) EEV T RBAM, 7] “— REFEARGEGUCH, F-E L0 AWR?
KRERRELAZER? "

His words puzzled the king. “How can you support a family of nine by
weaving one basket? And how can you make it pay your debts and even make a
profit with it? "the king asked.

(6) HE NHEE b HE— 82 F , T E K EWFAN A X R
KRR E

The man smiled and led him into a room. “These are my parents.”Pointing
to the two old people in a bed, the man said,“They are my debtors. ”
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(7)“REHERIEE R, ML T RS B EEER k.

“My parents brought me up,and now that they are old,I must take care of

them. "The king nodded his approval.

H A
/ 2/ \/

(8) X EEEHEH—EET S ETAERBNREANHT I XERE
FE AR A AT

Then the king was taken to another room, where there were five children
playing. Pointing to them,he said,“They are my profits, I have to bring them

up.
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“When I get old, they’1l look after me. They, plus my wife and me, give a
total of nine family members. ”
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The king now understood. Then he told the man his true identity, saying,
“Don’t tell anyone what you have just told me except in front of me. ”
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Back at his palace the king called his twelve ministers together,and said to
them,“A man who weaves one basket each day supports a family of nine by it
and at the same time, he pays debts as well as makes a profit from it. 7
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(12) “FERIXAIEE AR BRI =RZ AR, EXEE T EH.”
“Can any of you explain this to me? Go find the answer within three days.
Whoever can find the answer will be made prime minister. ”
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The twelve ministers, puzzled, looked at one another. Finally they all
agreed that the king must have heard the riddle outside the palace.
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So the twelve ministers set out separately to find the answer. They went
from street to street,and at last they found the man who weaved baskets.
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One of the ministers asked the man,“What do you mean by saying
that? ”“The king told me not to tell anybody, "replied the man.

(16) “SHRHEET , HIRRAIE R EATS. “BRIESEFEEN T, BNK
YR R ATELEIE

“We will give you ten pounds worth of gold pieces, please tell us. ”“I won't
tell you except in front of the king, "the man answered.



