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It is always a pleasure to learn that one’s books are being translated,
but particularly rewarding when it is into Chinese, because this language
is spoken by such a large number of people in the world. This means that
one’s theoretical message can reach numerous colleagues and students.
In Beyond Modularity, 1 particularly wanted to stress that we need to
take the dynamics of nature/nurture interaction during ontogenetic de-
velopment much more seriously, because Fodor’s notion of modularity is a
static one, based on studies of the adult brain. As developmentalists, what
we really need to understand is the gradual process of modularization that

runs in parallel with the gradual process of explicitation. Children’s brains
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are not static, they change and restructure themselves constantly. These
two parallel developmental processes capture, in my view, what is vital to
understanding human development. Since writing Beyond Modularity, 1
have focused my research on genetic disorders. Again, Ihave placed great
stress on the vital role of ontogenetic development itself in developing al-
ternative pathways to the phenotypic endstate. This theoretical emphasis is
spelt out in my 1998 article listed below.

I feel a special attachment to China for two reasons. Firstly, when I
moved to London from Geneva University in 1982, one of my very first
visiting students was from Mainland China and he also returned to work

with me for a few months as a postdoctoral fellow. His name is Dr. Kang




