1 abbreviations

-bbr“ovhtlons pronunciation; use of articles 3 1
1

Many abbreviations are made from the initial letters of the most
important words in a phrase: for example BA (Bachelor of Arts),
UFO (unidentified flying object), IQ{intelligence quetient), MP
(Member of Parliament), BBC (Brmsh Broadcasting Corporation);
USA (United States of America), IRA (Irish Republican Army),
RSPCA (Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals).

They can also be written with full stops (I.R.A.; R.S.P.C.A.), but

this is not so common in modern British Enghsh
Abbreviations like these are normally pronounced with thc main
stress on the last letter of the abbreviation, and a secondary stress
on tbe first letter. . - s 2
MP: . USA / ju: es‘el/ ;

Note that the form and. -pronunciation of the’ amde before an

abbreviation. depends on the pronunaatlan of the first letter (see

64). Compare:
a UFO 13 ju:ef 'au/ (not * *an UFO)
an MP [an em 'pi:/ (not *a MP) -
the USA /ba ju: es ‘ei/ (not */81 ju: . R
the RSPCA /81 ,a:r es pi: si: 'e1/ (not */630 S

.Some abbreviations made from initial letters are pronounced like

words: for example, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization is

usually known asNATO ] ‘neitov/ , and the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organi%ation is called UNESCO
/ju:'neskav/. Words like these, made from -initial letters, are

called ‘acronyms’. Note that acronyms are like proper names: they *

“do not normally have articles (so we say NATO, not *the NATO).
The United Nations Orgamzatton can either be called the UN

/63 ju: ‘en/ or UNO . ['ju: nau/, in-the second case (an acronym)’

the article is dropped. - : . s L

Remember that-countries, mtemanonal organizations, etc may
have - different abbreviations in different languages. French .

URSS = English USSR ; German EWG = EnghshEEC AL

* For a complete list of all kinds of abbreviations, see the Oxford
\Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English, Appendix 2.

aboutandon - g T S

'What is the difference between a book: about Afnca anda book on
. Africa? On-is used to suggest that a book, article, ]eqture etc is
- “seripus or academic, suitable for specialists. About is tisual when

the information given is more general, or the style of communica-
tion is more casual. Compare




)

aboutto 3

a textbook on African h:story, a book for children: doutAfnca

and its peoples ! B

a lectsre on ‘econornics; a conversation about money

~ an article on British mdustrza1 probiems an argument abou!

strikes

about to Y £ bt T R S h 3

‘About to + infinitive’ means ‘going to very.soon’; ‘just going to’. -
Don’t go out now — we’re about to have hinch. -
I was about to ga to bed when there was a knock at the door.
In American English, not about to can mean ‘unwilling to’.
T'm not aboqt to pay 5o dollars for a dress like that.

above and ovcr = ' ; e il
1 Above and over ¢an both be_tised to miean ‘hlghcr than’.

The water came up above/over our knees.-
Can you see the helicopter above/over the palace?

When the meaning is ‘covering’ or ‘crossing’, we usually use over..

" _The plane was flying over Denntark.

Electricity cables stretch over the fields.
There’s thick cloud over the South of England.

7.)

ik
Wxth nnmbers, and expressnons of quannty ‘or measuremem, it is

' more common to use over (= ‘more tharr)

"There were over 100,000 people at the pop fatwal
. You have to be over 18 to see this film.

But above is used when we think aboutmeasuxement on a vertical -

(up and down) scale.
¥ The temperature-is three degrees above zero. -

She’s-well nbon average (="the ml.ddle of the scale’} in mtelb- ,

.gence. .

Heights of land are glvenabove sea-leuel Compare the uses ofover :

and above in the following example.” - .
. The summit of Everest is over 8000 metres ibon sea-level
("- more than 8000 metres Eugher dmn sea-lcvel’) :

: Note In abookora paper,see over means ‘lookon the next page C

see above means ‘look at something written ‘before’.

_For other meanings of over, see a good dictionary.

(Across wouldalso be possxble in the first two examplcs here See

~

\
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Typical mistakes: *According to me, the rent’s too high.
*According to his opm:on the Socialists are
going to win.

We use according to when we want to say that our mft}rmatlon

comes from some other person, book; etc. It means somethmg like

‘if what X says is true’.

‘According to Joan; her boss is g reul tyrant.

According to the trmetable, the train gets in at-8.27.
According to is not gencgally used with wotds like view or opinion.
We say in the Government’s view, in his epinion, etc. (Note also

.- that after -isn’t used in expressions.like ‘these. Typical mistake:

'After my opinion . . .)

In my opinion, the rent’s too hxgh

-In his opinion; the Socialists are going towwin.

aches | : TN e
Typical mistake: *I've got headache.

Headache is a normal countable noun (see 163).

I've got a headache.

T often-get headaches.
The other aches (toothache, earache, stomacb ache and back- ache)

* can be countable or uncountable. In British English, they are more

common as tincountablé nouns (without the mdeﬁmte article a/an
and with no plural). '

- I've got toothache. ’

I've had toothache thfee times this week

- In American English, particular attacks of pam are called a tooth-

ache, a stomach-ache, etc. Compare o

Toothache is horrible.
I have a toothache.

" When other parts of the body hurt in this way, we use the verb to
ache. -

My legs ache.

. Note that heartache is a htcrary word for romantic-sorrow or
depressnon y



across 7 ' . & ‘

across and over ~ : 7

The prepositions across and over are often used with sumlar mean-
ings, but there are some differences.

Thcy can both be used to mean ‘on or to the- other side of 2 line,

river, road, etc’ (position or. movement related to things that are
~ ‘long,and thin’). : - _—r

We walked onr/acrou the road
See if you can jump over/ the stream.
His room’s just over/across the corridor.
We'll be over/across the frontier by midnight.
Over i% used for. movemeats on or above water, but not in water.

‘How longwould it take to swim across theriver? (Not: *. . . over
the river?) e

Bothacross and quer can mean ‘on the othérsidé of” a high barrier o

(like a hedge, a fence, a wall, 2 mountain range), but onlyover is

- used for a movementto the other side of something high. Compare:.

If we can be ovor/.crou the fence before sunrise we ve got a
chance.

When Ilast saw him he was climbing very slowly over the fence.
. (Not: *, . . across the fence.)

7
LY

Bothacross and over can be used for movement inside an area (for

- example fields, a desert, a-dance-floor).

Who are those people wandering onr/lcmu the ﬁe)ds?
However, when,we mean ‘from one side to the other of the area’,

we only use across.

It took him six weeks to walk uzmu thgdam (Not‘ Tover
the desert.)

Andover is not normally used for movement ina a three-dimensional

space (like aroom). - » 5
‘He walked across the room, smxlmg stran,gely (Notz.* . over .

the room : . .)

Note thatthe adverbover hasa wider meémngihéh thé preposxﬁon :

over. You cannot say *Let’s swim over the river to.the cburch but

__you can say Let’s swim over to the church,

For th: dlﬁerenoe between across and tbrougb see next scctlon.

F
-

/'
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across .a'nd through ;i 7 8
¢ Typical mistake: *It tookus two hows to walk across the forest. I

.1 Across and through canboth be used for a movement from one slde
o of an area to another.
Across is related to on — it suggests that the movement is on a
surface. .
Through is related to in — you move through a three—dlmensmnal
space, with things on all sidés. Compare:

The lake was frozen, so we walked across the ice.

It took us two hours to walk through the forest.

1 walked across the square to the cafe.

I pusbed tlrough the crowds to the bar. .

2 Through is not used fora movement from one side to the other of
something ‘long and thin’, like a river. - __

She swam acroes the river. (Not: *. . . through the river.)
For details of the use of across-and over in this case, see 7.

actual /'zktfusl/ and actually /zktfali] ST 9

Typical mistakes: *Unemployment is a very actual problem.
" *The population of London used to be htgber
than actually.

To talk about things that are going on at the moment, we use, for
example, present, up-to-date, current, toptcal just now, at the
moment, at present. t . .

Unemployment is a current problem.

The population of London used to-be higher than at present.
Actual andactually are not used in this sense. They mean almostthe
saine as real and really, or in fact, and they are used mostly to
correct mlsundcrstandmgs, or to introduce unexpected informa-
tion. :

+ Thebook says be was 47 when bedied, but bis actual age was 45.

. ‘Hello]ohn Nu:etosceyouagm. Mmymme’s ;

ST A
- “Could 1 'spealz to Mary?’ — ‘Well, she’s on holiday, actually.’
We often use actually in apologies (to ‘break news gently’)

“‘How did you get on with my car?’ ' S Well, actually, I'm terribly
sorry, I’m afraid 1 had a cmsh s



adjectives and adverbs 10

»

‘ -dioctlvosandudvorbs general. oo ezt Vo 10

—— e There are a large number of problems connected with the use' of
==t adjectives and adverbs. Most of them are explained in the following _
E " sections; a few are-dealt wnth in other parts of the book. The
= problems include: ~
== " r The differences between adlecuves and adverbs, confusmg'
: cases like friendly (adjective) or cheap (adjective and adverb).--
— See 11 and 12.
— 2 The use of ad)ecnyes wnth verbs like look feel, taste See 1 3.
3 3 The use of adlectwes without nouns (e g the blind). See 14.
~ . 4 The position of aalectlves See 15— 18.
g 5 The use of nouns s adjectives (e g @ roof garden): See 21.
' : 6 The order of adjccnves before nouns. (eg a great. bzg fat old
= tabby cat). See 19.
= ; 7 The use of and between ad;ectlves Sec 0.7
== o3 8 Comparison of-adjectives-and adverbs. See 142— 148
=3 _ 9 The use of participles as adjectives. See 16.3; 453.1. =
10 ‘The position of adverbs 4n sentences See 2.3 2.5

A

the dlﬂmnce between ad]octlvol -nd advorbs 11

Typlcal mistakes: *She sang. besrtiful. -
- *I'm terrible tired. _ .
*He’s a typically Englishman.

=14 : Examples of adjectives: beautiful, fired, typical, old, complete;-
surprising. Adjectives say what somcthmg is or seems hke They
~ can be used in two ways: " ; s
- @ before nouns. This is called “attributive posmon
a beautiful song atired expression:  -a WEngizshman
b * inthe complement of a sentence ~ that is to say, afteris, seems, and
a few other verbs (see 13). This is called prcdlcanve posmon
‘She’s beautiful.  He looks tired. ="
‘That remark ivas typical of the way he talks o people

—

2 Examples of.adverbs: beaytz/hlly, t:redly, typxcdly, completely,
" surprisingly, always, soon, however.
With verbs, we use adverbs to give more mformatlon about thc ;
-action — to say how, where or when it is done, for example

= : ShesangbnuM I'm coming soon. .
== s You siways misunderstand me. 3
= A Adverbs can also be used in other ways: =
=== a to modify (affect the meaning of) adjectives:
::j i I'm terribly tired. ~ a typically Engltsb pamter

! 53



12 adjectives and adverbs

to modify other adverbs: -
He went terribly quickly. -
to modify a whole sentence:
Actually, I can’t come.
to. modxfy a preposmonal phrase >

You’re completely out of your mmd

It’s right on top of the_ cupboard.
Note that very many different kinds of words are called ‘adverbs’.
For a complete description of the use of adverbs, see A Grammar of
Contemporary EngItsh by Quirk, Grcenbaum, Leech and Svartvik
(Longman). ) -

adjectives and advorbs confusmg cases - 7 12

) Adjectlves In Iy

Typical mistakes: *He spoke to me very frbndly
She sang lovely. w3

‘Many adjectives can be made into'adverbs by addiﬁg y. Compare:

The engine's very quiet. - It runs very quietly. =~

He’s a wondertul guitarist. ~ He plays wonderfully. -
But some words that end in -y are adjectives, not adverbs. For
example: friendly, lovely, lonely, likely, ugly, deadly, cowardly,
silly. These words cannot be used as adverbs. -

He spoke to me in a very friendly way. :
_ Her singing was lovely. (Or: She sang beautifully.)
-Other words that end in Jy tan be both adjectives and adverbs.
Examples are daily, weekly, monthly, yearly, early.-A daily paper is .
published daily; we get up early to catch an early train. )

Adjectives and adverbs wlth the same form adverbs with
two forms
Sometimes, an adjective and an adverb have the same form. For
-~ ‘example, a fast car goes fast. In other cases, the adverb has two
forms (for éxample, late and lately), one like the adlectxve and the
other with -ly. There is usually a difference of meaning or use
between the two forms. The most important adverbs in this group -
are-as follows (for more detalled-mfonnauon, look up the words in
"a good dictionary):
- bleody Bloody, and several other swearwords (‘bad words’) can
be used both as adjectives and as adverbs.
“You bloody fool. You didn’t look where you were going.’
bloody did” = i
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For more information about ;wearwords see 589.

cheap Cheap is often used instead of cheaply; especially in
casual conversation and with the verbs buy and sell.
" Do you like this shirt? I bought it really clnlp

‘clean The adverb clean ‘means ‘completely’. It is used (in an
informal style) with the verb forget, the prcposmons over and

" through, and the adverbs away and out.

Sorryldxdnttumup — I clean forgot.
The ball sailed clean over the roof.
The explosion blew the cooker‘dun Mugh the wall.
The prisonen got clean away.
I'm_afraid I'm clean out of ( have no more) food.
The adverb cleanly means ‘precisely, without makmg a mess, not .
clumsily’. It is often used with the verb cut.
The surgeon cut cleanly through the abdominal wall.
clear Clearly has a similar meaning to the adjective clear in the
sense of ‘without-confusion’; “distinctly’.
I can’t see clearly without nty glasses.
It can also-mean ‘obviously’: .
We clearly reed to think again.
The adverbclear is used withof to mean ‘not touching’; clear across
means ‘right across’. R
Stand clear of the gates!
He threw her clear across the room. .
Clear means ‘clearly’ in the expression loud and clear.

- clos® The adverb close usually\means near’. Before a past par-

ticiple, closely is-used. .
Come close; -1 want to tell you somethmg
She’s closely; related to the Duke of Halifax.
The adverb cIosely often means ‘carefully, with', great atzention'.
Study this closely: it’s very .mportant.
dead The adverb-dead is used in certain expressnons ‘1o mean
‘exactly’ or complete]y Examples are: dead right, dead sure, dead
certain, dead tired, dead slow, dead ahead, dead drunk,.dead
straight.
Note that dwdly is an adjective, meamng “fatal, eausmg déath’v
(For example: a deadly poison.) The adverb for this meamng is
fatally.
She was fatally m]ured in the crash. :
divect Direct is often-tised mstead of dtrecily in talkmg abour

- —journeys and timetables.

The plane goes direct frotﬁ London to Houston wttbom‘ stop-
ping. < 2 : =

=/ =
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easy - Easy is used as an adverb instead of easily in certain expres-
sions. Examples: take it easy (=‘relax’); go easy (=‘not to0 fast’);
easier said than done; easy come, easy go.
falr Fairly is the normal adverb corresponding to the adjective
fair, in the sense of ‘justly, honestly, according to the rules’. .
I think I was'quite fairly treated by the police.
* Fair is used as an.adverb in the expressmns play fair, ﬁght fair, (to
hit something) fair.and square., -
Fairly is also used, with a quite ‘dnfﬁrent meaning, as an adverb of
degree, like guite and rather (eg falrly good). See 232.
- fadt Fastis used to mean both guick andquickly. (A fast car goes
fast.) Fast means completcly in the cxptesslon fast asleep, and it
means ‘tight’, ‘impossible to remove’ in expressions like hold fast,
stick fast, fast colours. ~ \
fine Fine is used as an adverb, meamng ‘well’, in some conversa-
tional expressnons, for example That suits me fine, You're domg
. fine. Finely is not very common: a fmely turied engine is one that is
very carefully adjusted to run as efficiently as possible; if things are
finely cut or finely chopped they are cut into very small pieces.
-flat  Flat can be used as an adverb.in a musical sense (to sing flat
means “to sing on a note tha( is too low’). In most other cases, the
adverb-is flatly. ,

“free The adverb free (used after a verb) means “without pay-
ment’; freely means thhout limit or restriction’. Compan:r

You can eat free in my restaurant whenever you like.
You can speak fresly in front of George — he knows everything.

hard The adverb hard has a similar meaning to the adjective.
Hit it hard. | I'm working too hard this year.
Hardly means “almost not’, N
I've hardly got any clean clothes left.
For the use of bardly . . . when in clauses of time, see 279.

"~ high The adverb high refers to height; highly expresses an

extreme degree (it often means ‘very’ much’). Compare: <
He can jump really high. " Throw it as high as you can.
It’s highly amusmg ¥ can highly recommend it.
Shes very highly paid. - }f

Just Just is a common adverb it can be used for ‘focusmg (see

"23.§), or to mean ‘a moment ago (see 352). ]ustl-y means ‘in
accordance with justice or the law’.

He was justly punished for his crimes.

late Theadverblate hasa snmnlarmeamng to the ad)ccnve Iately
means reccntly Compare:

1 hate arriving late. d
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= | I haven’t been to the tbeétfe much lately: S i
=1 - loud ‘Loud is often used after a verb (especially in informal con-
3 * versation) instead-of loudly. This is common with the verbs talk,
- speak, shout, laugh, and in the expressionfoud and clear:
Don’t talk'so loud — you'll wake the whole street.
low Low is the normal adverb (bow low, aim low, speak low).
+~ Lowlyis an unusual adjective meaning ‘humble’. ;
‘most Most is the superlative of miuch, and'is used to form super-
* lative adjectives and adverbs (see 141-— 148). In a rather formal
style, most can be“ised to mean ‘very’ (see 147.2).
Which part of the concert did you like most? .
This is the most extraordinary day of my Itfe
You're a most unusnal person. —
‘Mostly means ‘mainly’, ‘most often’ or ‘in most cases
. My friends are mo‘ﬂy teachers. L
mtlv The adverb pretty is. similar to ratber (see 2.32. for the-
" exact use). Prettily means ‘in a pretty way’. Compam
- Isn’t the little girl dressed prettily? - !
o Emgetting pretty fed up.
quiek In informal conversational English, guick is often used
instead of quickly, especially after. verbs of movemerit.
I'll get back as quick as I can.
‘real In informal conversational English (especxally American
English); real is often used mstead ofreally before ad]CCthCS and
adverbs. ’
That 1vas real nice. ~ You cook real well.
- right Rxght is used as an adverb before preposmon‘al phrases, to
¢ mean ‘just’ ‘exactly’ or ‘all the way’. ; :
= = She turned up right after breakfast. -
. The snowball hit me right on the nose.
= s Keep right on to the traffic-lights.-

= Right ‘and ughtly can both be used to 'mean correctly Rzght is
more common in mformal conversanon, and is only used after the

= 2. verb. Comparc

1 rightly assumed that Hemy wasn t comzng
You guessed right{ly). It serves you right. —
In_the sense of ‘to the right-hand side’, only rxgbt is posstble

= i Ty rlyhtat the traffic-lights.

sharp Sharp can be used as an adverb to mean punctually in

- expressions. like at six o’clock sharp; we start at twelue—twenty
sharp It also has a musical sense (fo sing sharp means ‘to sing on a

. note that is too high’), and it is used in the expresstons tum sharp
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left and turn sharp right (a shar/p turn is one that nearly takes you

back where you came from). In other senses we use sharply (for
example, Iook sharply, speak sharply). :

short * Short is used as an adverb in the expressions stop short
( ="‘stop suddenly’), cut short (— interrupt’). Shortly means soon 3
it can also describe an impatient way of speaking.

slow Slow is used as an adverb instead of slowly in road-signs, as
in Slow, dangerous bend, and in informal conversation after go,
and some other verbs in American English, Typical expressxons go
slow, drive slow.

sound Sound is used as an adverb in the expressnonsound asleep
In other cases, soundly is used (eg She’s sleeping soundly).
“straight The adverb and the adjective are the same. Astmxgbt
road goes straight from one place to anéthér.

.~ sure Sure is often used to fnean certamly in conversatlonal
~ American English.

‘Can I borrow your tennis racket?’ — Sum ‘
_For the difference between surely and certzzmly, see 587. .

tight After a verb, tight can be used ms'tead of txgbtly, especnall);
ininformal conversational English. Typical expressions: hold tight,
packed tight (compare tightly packed).

~well Well is an adverb corresponding -to good (a good

singer sings well), Well is also an adjective meaning ‘in good health”
(the opposite ofill). In this sense, well is only used after the verb: we

can say I'm well but not *a well person, (See 16. 2).

wide The normal-adverb is wide; wzdely means ‘in many differ-

ent places’. Compare: | :
He opened the door wide. He [Jas travelled WM.

wrong Wrong is likeright: it can be used instead of wrongly after -

the verb, especially in informal conversation. Compare:

Fwrongly believed that you wanted to help me.
You guessed wrong(ly) - 5

adjectives with verbs el AR PSS Rg
: —_Typlcal mtstake *You look balutifu”y

1 With verbs, we usually use-adverbs, not ad]ectlves {sée 11). But
with certain verbs (for example seem, loek, taste), adjectives can be
‘used. This happens when we are really descnbmg the subject of the
sentence, not the ‘action’ of the verb. ‘Verbs of this kmd are be,
seem, appear; look, sound, taste, feel, smell.

She is'nice. . She seems nice. She sounds nico.
She smells nice. ‘She feels nice
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But be careful. Some of these verbs have twb meanings, Compare

The problem appeared Impossible. (Not: *: :mpossxbly e
lsabelmddnlyappearedm the doorway. Not . .sudden . . .)
In the first sentence, appeared means ‘seemed’, and is used with an _
gdyecnve, but in the second sentence appeared means ‘came into
__sight’ (an action), so it is used with an adverb.”
Look, taste, feel and smell can also be used to. refer to actions, and
they are then used with adverbs. Compare: -

Your father looks angry. (= ‘seems angry’.)
He’s looking: at you angrily. (Iookmg = ‘Hirectmg his eyes’ — an
* action.) L 3
The soup tastes wonderful. - :
1 tasted the soup suspiciously.
My skin feels rough.
" The doctor felt my arm canmlly : Henk

For more details of the use of look. feel andtaste, see 3 67 225, 591.

2-: Somet:mcs other verbs, too, can be followed by adjectives, when we
are really describing the subject of the sentence, and not the action
_ ofthe verb. This often happens in descriptions with sit, stand, lie.
The valley lay quiet and peaceful in the sun.
She sat motionless, waiting for their decision.
Some verbs are used to show how the subject of the sentence
changes in some way. These verbs are also followed by ad]ecnves
Examples are become; fall, get, go, turn.
She fell unconscious c on the floor. (Not: *. . .unconsciously . . .)
I’s getting dark. (Not: *. .. darkly.)
For details of the use of get go and turn, see 2.69
Adjectives can also-be used to show a change in the oblect of the
sentence.-

New SUPER GUB washes clothes SU PER WHITE (Not -t
“WHITELY.) ™*
He pulled his belt tight and started off (Not .. tightly .. )

It is not usually possxble fo use an ad;ect(ve alonc, msmd of
adjective + noun. You cannot say *Hello, my little, or *You poor!
“However, there are-some cases in wluch it lS possible to use an
- adjective-alone. & ; N E s d
1 In informal conversation, we often drop the noun in situations
where we are choosing between two.or more varieties. If you ask
for photos to be developed, the assistant will probably say ‘lhuor
gloss?’, not ‘lan or gloss pdper?’ Other examplcs &

o ey t )
3 f
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‘Pint of milk, please.” - ‘I've only got sterilized.’
We've just bought a new car. It’s an automatic.
Twenty fill-strength, please (a kind of cigarette)
“Three pints of bitter.” — ‘Best or ordinary?’

Some adjectives are used so often in this way that they have really ;

turned into nouns. People always say ther, never *bitter beer; in
detective stories, we usually read about afi automatic, rather than
“\an automatic pistol.

Superlative adjectives are often used without nouns.

I'm the oldest in my family. -

‘Which one shall I get?” - “The chaapost
‘Determiners’ like this, both, ezther are oftenused w1thout a follow-
ing noun: see 171.3.
For the use of one‘”thh adjectives (e g a green one), see 441.

2 Certain adlcctlves can be used with the deﬁmte artlcle to talk about 2

- groups of people. :
He’s collecting money for the biind. B
The uncmploy.d are losing hope. ‘

These expressions have a plural meaning: #he dead means ‘the dead -

people’ or ‘all dead people’; but not ‘the dead man’. There are not

very many express:ons of thls kind in English. The most common

are:
" the blind the deaf  the s'tck the mentally il -~
the bandicapped - the poor ~ the anemployed
theold ~ ‘the dead — the rich. 4 .

Most other adjectives cannot be used in this way. For example, you,

cannot normally say *the foreign, *the happy or *the disgusting in
order to refer to groups of.people. » =

3 Some adjectives of- nationahty can be used in the same way. They
" are words ending in <sh or -ch: British, Frish, Welsh, Engl:sh
Scotch, Spanish, Dutch; French.

The British are wvery proud. of their sense of humour..

These words are plural: the British means all (the) British people

One pérson from Bntam can’t be called *a British, (see 121); one
gerson from Ireland isan Irishman, not *an Irish. (Note that people
Scotland prefer to be called Scots of Scottish, not Scotch.)

Nationality words ending in -ese’ can-also be used like this (the .
" Japanese; the Lebanese). However, these words (and Swiss) are

- really nouns: see 397

i

& Inphllosophxcal wrmng, ad;ectwes are often used thh the to refer
to general abstract ideas. (These expressions are singular.)

- The beautiful is not always the same as the good.
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: 8 The worddwn (see 449) is often used wn:hout a followmg noun

(singular or pluzal).:
~ Fdon’t need your frxends I’ue got my own

" 8 - In talking abou trials, the accused is oftcn used mstcad of the

accused person/people

A.po’sltlonofadheﬂm general S .18

1  Most adjectives can go in two plagcs ina sentence
a with a noun (‘ attrxbunve posmon %:

‘The new secretary doesn’t like me.
" She’s going out with.a rich businessman.
. Please send me all the tickets available.

b. . after be,-seem, look, become, and a few other verbs (" predncatme
-position’):

That dress is new, isn’t it? R e ;
He looks rich. - s =
Can you tell me if Mr Smlth is avdhbh? , 3

For details of the verbs that can be followed by adjectives, see 13.

2 - Somie adjectives can only go in one of these positions (for example,
awake, elder). Some adjectives may come after the noun in attnbu~
tive position (as intickets available in the example above). One or
two adjectives have different meanings in attributive and predica-
tive positions. For more information about these points, see 16. -

+ ‘When several adjectives are used togethér, it is not always easy to

put them in the right order (for example, a“beautiful little old -
Chinese porcelain vase). There are also problems about the use of -
and with two or more adjectives. For information about these
* points, see 19 and 20. -
poolﬂon o!adoellm spee:al problems % R | -}

 Afew ad]e:n\res are ysed oniy {or ‘mostly) in attributive posmon -
new:thanoun Aﬁeraverb othctwbrds mustbeused

a EIJQI and eldest are used mexprespxons Igc lld' brother, eidest

! dqughter {older and. oldest are also pessible).- After a yerb, only
* _ older and oldest can be: used. 1Example My bratber s, tf:ree years
- older than me.) i3
b Live lav/ (meaning the opposite of ‘dead’) is only used athtmve-
o mamly to'talk about birds, animals etc (for example, s linﬁ?ﬁ'f s
In predicative position, we use akive (for example, That fish is still
alln) When /ive has othermeamngs, it can also be;l.lscdsptedlca-

-
y T
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- tively (for example, This broadcast comes to you live from Bmos
Aires; Youw'll get an electric shock if you touch that wire — it’s live).

When old is used with words like friend, umnmeandxata
relationship has lasted for a long time. In this case, it can only be
used attributively. A old friend is ‘offe you have known for a long
_time; if you say My friend’s qmte old, youcan only be talk.lng about
the person’s age. -

Little is mostly used in atmbutxve - position. We can sayA nice m
house, but we would probably say The bouse is small, not *The
house is ittle. For the difference between little and small, see 5535.

Adji:ctlves which are used to intensify (emphasize or’strengthen) -
the meaning of a noin can only be used attributively. We can say .

He’s a mere child; It’s sheer inadness; You bloody fool; butsmere,

sheer {in this sense)and bloody (in thxs sense) cannot normally be:

used after a verb.

Compound adjectives like one-eyed are usually used attnbutwely,
and adjectives made from nouns (like sports, ina lporh car) are
also mostly used atmbutlvely See 21.

A'few adjectives are used only (or mostly) in predlcanve position —
ie after a verb.

A number of adlectlves beginning with g2- come in thls group For -

instance, you can say She’s awake, but not *an awake girl. Other

adjectives like this are: afloat, aﬁ'a:d alike, alight, alive, alone,
asleep.

Before nouns, other words usually have to.be used: for. instance,
floating -instead of afloat, frightened instead of afraid, live
. Nawv/ instead of alive, sleeping and waking instead of asleep and
awake. Note that very is not oftén used with some of these adjec-
tives. Instead of *very awake we say wide awake; instead of *very
asleep we say fast asleep; mstearl of *very alone we say very much
alone or all alone or very lonely.

Il and well are generally ased only n predlcanve smon. We can

. _say He’s very well or You look Ilf; but not normally *a.well man or
¥l people. Instead, we would say a healthy man onbkpeople (For
the difference between well (ad)ecnvé) and well (adverb) see 273.)

Two othet words-that are generally used only in predicative posi-
tion are content [kan'tent/ and lit (e g F'm feeling quite content; The

candle’s lit). On the other hand, contented and ligbted can both be
used i in any position in a sentence. .- . > s

Some “attributive ad]ectwes comé lmmedxately afte: thc noun,

. instead of before it. This happens in the followmg cases:

A few fixed expressions. The commonest are: court mlr!hl a -
military court); Secretary General {e g of the United Nauons),Attor- ‘

ney General; Astronomer Royal; God Almlyhty'
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b Present follows the noun whéxﬁxvit means ‘here’ or ‘there’. Compare:
' the members present(= the ones who are there at the meeting)
the-present members (= those who are members now) i
Proper follows the noug when it means ‘itself’ or ‘themselves’.
(Befote the noun it means ‘real’, “genuine’.) Compare:
After the introduction we started the  meeting Proper.
Snowdon’s not very high, but it’s a yopor mountain, not a bxlI

¢ Participles can be used a.sadi&twes. When they are put with nouns,

they sometimes come before and sometimes after, depending onthe -
exact meaning. Compare:

- There’s a broken window in the kitchen. -

- The window broken yesterday will have to be paid for.
In the first example, brokerris more like an ordmary adpcnve it
tells you what the window looks like, but does not really talk about
the action of breakifig. In the second example, broken is more like a
verb (‘which was broken yesterday’). Here-are some more expres-
sions in‘which the participle must go after the noun:

the only place left  the people taking part )

any person objecting  all children wishing to compete

the success obtained in the first six months

Most of the people singing were women.
Some participles change their meam according to their position.
For a detailed explananon of this difficult point of grammar, see

S 5 E
d- . Words ending in -ible or able may also come after the noun that

they are with. The rules for posmon are sumlar to those for partici-
plesi(see 453). . -

1¥’s the only solution poulbk (Or:-. pouhh solutton.) ~

Are there anytickets avallable? : )

I’d like'to speak to the person rupomibh. _

‘@ When an adjective -is-part of a longer expression; like clever at
games, it normally comes after the noun.”We would say Any boy
clever at games . otAny 6oy’who is clever at games . . . , not
*Any clover at: gamu boy ...

In some cases; the adjective can be put before the noun and the rest
- of the expression after it. .
- a different life from this one =2
the next house 1o the Roysl Hotel.
This is possible with different, similar; next, last, ﬁrst second, etc;
easy, difficult, impossible;. comparat!vcs and supetlatnves, the
_ same; enough. ot
a difficult problem to solve '
_ the second train on this platform
the butmotber hmp 'urld ek

.

4
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‘f  Adjectives come after something, everythmg, mydnng, nothing,
somebody, anywhere, and similar words.

Have you read anything interesting lately? :
Let’s go somewhere quist. .

adjectives and advorln position in expressions of 17
measurement |

Typical m:stake'- *Everest is Myh 9,000 metres.

In expressions of measurcment, thc adjective or advcrb comes after
the meéasurement-noun. ;

six feet high tenywrsold twomdcsbng

ten feet down  six feet deep
Notice the difference between ten feet square (= 1oft x 10 ft) and
ten square feet (=2ft x 5ft, or 1o ft x 1fi).
When expressions like these are used as attributive adjectives
(before the noun), the measurement noun is normally singular.
Compare:

s a hole six feet desp  a dx-bo!-(hop hole

For more information about this, see 433.

- adjectives: spécia| word-order with as, how, so, too 18

Typical mistakes: *Your so beautiful country .". .
*They are so strange people. "~~~
~ *They are too kind girls to refuse.

* *It’s too fough meat. - 2
‘ *How pretty clothes she wears.

J

In a formal style, it is possible to useas,how,so and too.in a special g

structure with an adjective and a noun, but only when there is an
indefinite article. The word-order is: as/bow/so/too + ad)ecnve +

5 ‘a/an + noun. lf there is no mdeﬁmtc article, this structure.is not
.possible. 2 { = -

.Itwasasphuunadayaslbaueeverspent 2y

* Miss Langham arm in arm with Mr Peabody — baw lllnang ;

a sight!
How monplhhld a pianist is be?

. However good a stereo you have, you will never get abcolutely‘

perfect reproduction.

It was so warm a day that we decided to go to tbesea

She is too kind a girl to refuse. :
Instead of so and how we can use such and wbat in ordinary
structures with ad]ectlve + noun (sec 5§83 and 225).

18 adjectives



