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Pressure and Motive

On the one hand, the rapid development of science and technology, along
with rapid economic improvement, has raised our standard of living; on the
other hand, it has brought along a pressure to subsist. Students have
pressure, those with jobs have pressure, poor people have pressure, rich
people have pressure, those who fail have pressure, those who succeed have
pressure, men have pressure, and women have pressure... There is no time
and no place without pressure; it has become the “follower” that we never
invited and can’t get rid of.

When facing pressure, some people sigh in distress at their wit's end, their
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once lofty aspirations and tenacious willingness to struggle vanishing without a
trace like mist and smoke. Others complain that they're having a spell of bad
luck, or were born at the wrong time, their once high spirits and strategic
minds slowly yielding to an attitude of drifting along and taking things as they
are. Still others bemoan the state of things and write themselves off as
hopeless and act recklessly, giving in to sensual pleasures or drowning their
worries in drink.

However, we can also observe another set of circumstances: pressure
makes people eager to begin new challenges, pressure gives people high
morale, pressure causes people to fight on despite repeated setbacks, and
pressure stimulates people to make breakthrough after breakthrough! It's not
that these people have no pain or tears; it’s simply that they don’t believe in
pain and tears. They believe that people control their own fate. They believe
one reaps no more than what he has sown, and that so long as one works with
perseverance and withstands pressure he or she will certainly succeed in the
end.

So we can come to this conclusion: pressure that defeats people is always
pressure; pressure that pushes people to fight on is the motive for our

advancement.
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Directions:

You are preparing for an English test and are in need of some reference books. Write a
letter to the sales department of a bookstore to ask for:

1) detailed information about the books you want,

2) methods of payment,

3) time and way of delivery.

You should write about 100 words on ANSWER SHEET 2. Do not sign your own name at

the end of the letter. Use “Li Ming” instead. You do not need to write the address.

X
Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to express my interest in purchasing several titles from your bookstore. The
books that I would like to buy are A Students’ Guide to Correct English Usage by Edwin
James, and A College Dictionary for Advanced English by John Black. Could you let me
know how much these books will cost? Which methods of payment does your store accept? Can
you deliver them by express mail? How long will it take the books to reach me? I\f/pgsg{]gle, I
would like to pay by check and have the books sent directly to my dorm. Many thanks for any
assistance you are able to provide.

Yours sincerely,
Li Ming

SEFEN:
REREE/ A

REGHHKNEAENTBIEWLILAS, 25 RREER - S@FTER CHfFIEE
RPEE: FETFM) MAR - MHRGTFTEN (REREAFBETR) . BRBEEERXLS
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Directions:

Two months ago you got a job as an editor for the magazine Designs & Fashions. But now
you find that the work is not what you expected. You decide to quit. Write a letter to your
boss, Mr. Wang, telling him your decision, stating your reason (s), and making an apology.

Write your letter with no less than 100 words. Write it neatly on ANWER SHEET 2. Do
not sign your own name at the end of the letter; use “Li Ming” instead. You do not need to

write the address. (10 points)

\3@:3‘[ 1:
" Dear Mr.
P

}"‘:\"I am writing to inform you about my decision to_resign from my current position. There are a

Wang,

few factors involved that I find intolerable.

/N -

) First of all, the salary has proven to be much lower than you originally promised, and I have a

large family to support. In addition, the office is located in the downtown area, yet I live in

the suburbs, so it is exhausting for me to spend over three hours commuting every day. Most
SN~

importantly, I feel rather disappointed and left out on the job itself as in the past two months

I was never given any really important responsibility.

I sincerely hope that you approve of my resignation. I am sorry for any inconvenience caused.

Yours sincerely,
Li Ming

SEIFX:
B ELLE:
RUCEHEINENTHE, BEEEH. RPEINMFTEMERRARERZ. &%, FHk
EEFEHEBIHAE, MREMEFE -ADARKE. W, HAOMER TR PO, RAEFER
X, FFUAERE=SAZ/N ETFTHAREE B, BREENR, BRYTHERKFE, WHR
BZAR%E, HAWNAR, REAREIMEMEEEZNBR.
RELOFELHBEROFR. WERAE, BRKE.
= EL
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Dear M,r Wang,

1'/\9 writing to tell you that I have decided to quit my job

the position as an edltor for your magazine. I was expectmg to use my abilities to the full.
However, my expectation has been proved wrong. Our magazine is a- Chinese version of
Designs and Fashions published in Paris. According to the contract, theﬂo/u_t_ of our
magazine should follow the French version. All I have to do is copy the pattern and ins/elt— the

Chinese translation of the content. Little creation is involved, so I want to quit. I sincerely

hope that you will understand my 81tuat10n and accept my apology.
A S———

e e—

Yours sincerely,
Li Ming

SEFN:
A E e

HREFH, FUEESEM.

L. ROTUREIT, RERALIBENITIE. XBERR Y40 8 7 5t T 418 B A R
M. RARMBRASRKEFEACKEES. RN, ROPEEZS. RITWEELERBRH (%
TSR BRI, AT B M IR SO . R TRt R B i B B AR
RIEMANFRHCEFE. THEERFUE, FURSEHER. RELFEERERRORE
I EZRIME

3L 3: D(
Dear Mr. Wang,

I have been working as an editor for your magazine for two months now. I really enjoy

= ELE

working with the other people in the office as everyone knows their job well and the
atmosphere is one which is friendly and co-operative.
However, the work that I have been involved in is not quite what I imagined. I had
anticipated working on the Ideal Home section of the magazine, but instead I have only been
asked to check other peoples work for typing errors. We spoke about this a few weeks ago,
but the situation has not changed. Given my ei%&fence I feel that - my talents are not being
made full use of, and therefore I must regretfully tender my re31gnatlon v

LIS

I apologize if I misunderstood the Lup:of the work when I joined the magazine and for

any problems that may have resulted from this. I am happy to work for one more month, as
per my contract, if you wish.
Yours sincerely,
Li Ming
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Directions :

You want to contribute to the Project Hope by offering financial aid to a child in a remote
area. Write a letter to the department concerned, asking them to help find a candidate. You
should specify what kind of child you want to help and how you will carry out your plan.

Write your letter with no less than 100 words. Write it on ANSWER SHEET 2. Do not sign your
name at the end of the letter; use Li Ming instead. You do not need to write the address. (10 points)

B 1:
To Whem It May Concern,

I am writing to ask you whether you could help me find a child in a remote area to whom I can

offer my financial aid.

”
‘ A :\A)’*'
The candidate should be a girl age 10 to 12 who is deprived of the opportunity to continue her

education because of poverty. Her previous score reports should prove she has the potential to
be an outstanding student in the future.

I would like to give the girl my financial support annually until she graduates from college.
The money will cover her tuition fee and other expenses at school. Besides, I will correspond

with her frequently so that she can ask for advice whenever she needs.

—_—

I am looking forward to your reply.

Sincerely,
Li Ming

B3 2: [>\

Dear Sir or Madam,

I have long been a supporter of your orggpizg}ion, and today, I am proud to be able to make a



