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“THE HISTORY OF MAERIAL CULTURE

OF NATIONALITIES IN CHINA’'S BORDER AREAS”
( WITH ENGLISH RESUME )

By

Tung Chu-chen




“THE HISTORY OF MATERIAL CULTURE
OF NATIONALITIES IN CHINESE BORDER AREAS”
( ENGLISH ABSTRACT)

China is one of the greate«t countries in the worid with vast territory
and magnificent jandscape, in‘which the vatiant and industrious Chinese
nation has peen living from generation to generation,

The Chinese nation is a multinationa] community with the Han na-
ti onality as the main pody and more than fifty minority nationalities,
each of which has a long history of civilization,glorious revolutionary
tradition,and a weajth of cujtural jegacy, A]] these nationa]ities' have
m# de joint efforts in creating the prijliant Chinese culture, |

On this account,we have made a comprehensive study of the history of
nationalities in Chinese porder areas based on a large numher of archae-
o]ogicahl data and unearthed artifacts in the bor der areas in combination
with historica] documents, Besides the “Introduction” and “Postscript”,
this pook is divided into sg¢ven chapters according to different regions,

Chapter I is devoted to an account of the various historical nationaf-
ities in northeast China in five sections, Section 1, the various national-
ities in the period of the Yan State (1), the Qin Dynasty (221-207 B,
C.), and the Han Dynasty (206 B,C, - A,D,220); section 2,:‘the various
nationalities in theperiod of the Three Kingdoms (220—265‘), the Jin Dynasty
(265-420), the Northern and Southern Dynasties (420;589), and the Suj
‘Dynasty (581-618) ; sectjon 3, the Kingdom of Bohaj (2) in the Tang
Dynasty (618-907); sectjon 4, the Ijao Dynasty (916-1125) and the Jinn
Dynas.ty (1115-1234); sectjion 5, the varjous natjonaljties in northeast
Chjna jn the Period of the Yuan (1271-1368), Ming (1368-1644), and Qing
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(1644-1911) Dynastjes,

Chapter Il is devoted to an account of the varjous natjonaljties in
the grassiands of north China in four sectjons, Sectjon 1, the varjous
natjonaljties jn north Chjna in the Period of the Warring States (475-
211 B,C,), the Qin Dynasty, and the Han kDyna.sty; sectién 2, the
varjous natjonaljties jn north China {n the perjod of the Three Kingdoms,
the Jin Dynasty, and the Northern and Southern Dynastjes; sectjon 3,
the varjous natjonajjties in north Chjna jn the perjod of the Suj and
Tang Dynastijes; sectjon 4, the varjous natjonalities in north Chjna
the Perjod of the Song (960-1279), Yuan, Ming, and Qjng Dynastjes,

Chapter 1II js devoted to an account of the varjous historjecal
natjonaljties in northwest China jn four sectjons, Sectjon 1, the Northwest
in the Warring States perjod and the Western Regjons (3) jn the Han
Dynasty; section 2, the Western Regjons jn the‘Pefi’od\ of the Three King-
doms, the Western and Eastern Jjn Dynastjes, the Northérn and Southern
Dynastjes, and the Suj Dynazasty; sectjon 3, the Western Regjons jn the
Tang Dynasty; sectjon 4, the Western Regjons jn the perjod ‘of the Five
Dynastijes and Ten Kjngdoms (907-960), the .Song Dynasty, the Liao
Dynasty, the Yuan Dynasty, the Mjng Dynasty, énd the Qing Dy;lqsty,

Chapter IV s devoted to an account of the hjstory and cuitufa
relics of Xjzang (Tibet) in three sectjons, Sectjon 1, the records Sy the
Han and Jijn writers and the 1egendry of the Zang (Tjhetan) natjonaljty;
sectjon 2, the Tihetan regimé in the TanguDynasty; sectjon 3, Xjzang in
thePerjod of the Song, Yuan, MingT and Qjng Dynastjes,

Chapter V js devotea to an account of the varlous historjcai nat ron-
alities in the Southwest, South, end Southeast in six sectlons Sectlon
1, the varjous natjonaljties jn the perjod of the Warring States and the
Qin Dynasty; section 2, the various nationalities in the Han Dynasty;
sectjon 2, the verjous natjonaljties in the Perjod of the Threg Kingdoms,
the Western and Eastern Jin Dynastjes, the Northerﬁ and Southern Dyn-
asties, and the Suj Dynasty; secfiqn 4, the Kingdom of Nanzhao (4) in
the Tang Dynasty; section 5, the Kingdom of Dafi (5) in the Song Dyg~
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asty; section 6, the varjous natjonaljties jn southwest China jn the perjod
of the Yuan, Ming, and Qjng Dynasties,

Chapter VI js devoted to an account of the varjous hjstorjcaj natjona-
lities jn Tajwan and jslands in the Nanhaj Sea (South Chjna Sea) in two
sectjons, Sectjon 1, the hjstory and cujtura] reljcs of Tajwan; sectjon 2,
archaeojogica] discoveries jn the hijstory of the varjous natjonajjties in the
NanhaiSea and the Dongsha and Xjsha Isjands,

Chapter VII js the concjuding remarks,

In addjtjon, there are 48 pjates, bejng the cream of archaeological
materjals of natjonaljties in varjous regjons and various hjstorical pejrods,
A tist of documents with 2,117 jtems is attached for reference, '

Based on the precjous archaeological data and rejiaple hjstorjcal
documents concernjng the varjous natjonaljtiesin Chinese porder areas jn
different regjons and hjstorica] periods, this book researches into the -
Process and characterjstics of development of the Chinese natjon to
approach the faw under which the Chjnese natjon has formed, v

In the 1jght of archaeplogical materjals, it js seen that the
ancestors of minorify natjonajjties in the porder areas of this country
have devejoped and vanguarded the horderjands with their fine produc-
ti'on technology and culture, making great historjca] con{ributions to the
flourjsh of ecoﬁomy and the development of the Chinese natjon,

In the Xja (c.21st - c,16th century B,C,) , Shang (c.,16th - ¢ 11th
century B,C.) , and Zhou (c,1ith century - 256 B.C.) Dynastjes, were
a numper of natjonalitjes in the Ceantral Plajns (6) . During the Warring
States perjod, these natjonaljties formed jnto the Sinjtic(Xjahua)natjon-
ality. The Sinjtic natjonality, therefore, was a multinationa] communjty
with mujtinatjonal blood lineage and cujture, Before aﬁd in the Warring
States perjod, this natjonaljty transferred pronze ware and sjtk faprics
from the Central Plajns to. the mijnorijty natjonalities jn the porder
areas, most of these artjcles being in the natura] state; and on the
other hand, the mjnorjty natjonalijties jin the porder areas in turn trans-

ferred thejr culture jn the natura] state to the Centraj Plajns, This was
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the peginning of the contact between the horderjand natjonaljtjes and
the Sinitié natjonaljty, as well as the beginnjng of thejr mijxing toge-
ther,

The Qjn Dynasty unjfied the whole country, and established the
system of préfecturés and countjes, thus providing the politjcal condj-
tions for the contact ahong varjous natjonaljties, Therefore, a pottery
measure carved with an jmperia] edjct jn the 26th year of Qjn Shij Huang

(Chin Shih Huang, rejgned 246-209 B,C,) is djscovered in the southern
part of northwest Chjna. where the Wuhuan and Xjanbej natjonaljties
lived; and a dagger-axe with an jmperja] inscription in the 14th year
of Qin Shij Huang js djscovered in Guangdong Province where the Yue
natjonaljty ljved, These facts prove that the range of contact and jnter-
course among varjous natjonaljties was far wider than the Centra] Pjains,
The Han Dynasty carried forward the Qjn system, It set up prefectures
in the porder areas and appojnted generals (caljed “duhu”) to vanguard
them, As a result, the Han natjonality moved to the varjous parts of
the country and [jved together with the mjnorjty natjonaljties in the
torder areas, and things took on a new aspect, For example, among the
frescoés in the Eastern Han Dynasty tomp jn Horinger in today’s
Inner Mongolja Autonomous Region, there are mot only a Painting of
“The Field offjcer on an Inspuctjon Tour” but also paintings iljustrating
the appearancé and dress of the Wuhuan péople, Eaves tiles with
inscriptons of “Chanyu (7) Déscending from Heaven”  and “Chanyu’s
Marriage with Han Princess” are djscovered jn Baotou which is located
on the grassjand in north Chijna where the Xjongnu ( Hun ) natjonaljty
tived, Han Dynasty procades are djscovered jn the Njya graves of the
Kingdom of Jingjue in the Westérn Regjons, A gold sea] of the King Xu

"4s unearthed from the Mount Shjzhaj in Jjnning, Yunnan Province, which
sérves as a witness of the Xu culture, The jslands jn the Nanhaj Sea
were desjgnated py the name of “Zhang Haj” in thé Eastern Han Dynas-
ty, From then onm, the l;jvestocks and native produce of the minority

hatjonajjties in the porder areas were jmported jnto the Centra] Plajns
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in & steady stream, whijje the P_roduct; of the Centra] Plains such as sjik
febric, lacquerware, copper ware, jron ware and so on were transferred
to the bordgrareas,, and the contact among natjonajjtes was more and more
frequent, providing the ground for the cuitural exchange and the mer-ge
nce of natjonaljties, It proves that the Han natjonaljty is by no means a
single natjon put a community jncludijng the Sinjtic and other natjonaljtjes
"_it-h .the bl‘ood lineage and cultures of.various natjonaljties, and the,Han
Dynasty was the perjod duri,ng which the varjous natjonaljties of thjs
country mixed together extraordjnarjly conspjcjously,

In the Tixree Kingdoms perjod, Tajwan was desjgnated by the name of
“Yizhou”, After the Wej (8) and Jin Dynastjes, the nomadjc natjonaljtijes
such as Xjongnu, Xjanpei,Chijte and Ruanran moved to the Han agrcjuftura]

regions jn the mjddie and jower reache; of the Huanghe Rjver (Yellow ..

" Rjver) and compjete]ly merged together, and the upper class of some the

natjonaljties founded thejr states; they turned. out to be capaple jn domj-
nating the Han natjonaljty, Hijstorjcally, the agriculture and settjement
showed a strong appeal to minority natjonajjties, In this respect, there
are jllustratjons that the Han natjonality does jnclude the plood {ineage
tand cujture of varjous natjonalities,

During the Tang Dynasty, the feuda] system appeared in the remote
kingdoms of Bohaj and Nanzhao, In the Kingdom of Bohai, there were five
metropoljses, fifteen major prefectures, and sjxty-two minor prefectures,
and the rujns of the Dongjing City in Ning’an County, the Sumj Cjty in
Huadjan County, and the Banja City in Hunchun County jan Jjlin Prov-
ince, northeast China, are ajf consjderaply large, In the Kjngdom of
Nanzha_o, the Wumaq natjonality set up the state power, and estap]jshed
ten prefectures and six frontigr regions, The rujns of the Dacheng Cjty
and Shangguan Cijty in present-day Datii County, Yunnan Province,
southwest 3‘China, are hy no means smal], Thus jt can be seen that the
feuda] system whjch had appeared jn the Centra] Pjajns durjng the Spr-
ing and Autumn Perjod (770-476 B.C) and Warrjng States took place

n the comparatjvely developing border regjons, Both the kjngdoms of
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Bohaj and Nanzhao used Chjnese characters, and had the arch'itect;r'
simjlar to that of the Han natlonahty in the Tang’ Dynasty, Prmfcex’
Wen Cheng of the Tang Dynasty prought the Tang culture to T bet on
‘her marrjage W1th K;ng Songtsan Gambo, Alj these i'acts 111ustrated the
consjstency of the Tang culture and served as the maiks of ihe con-
tinuous development of cultiral exc}ranve among natlonahtles

After the Tang Dynasty, the lmportant natlonahtles 1n north” Chlna'
‘such as Qjdan, Nuzhen and Xixja merged 1nto the multlnatlonal com~
munijty of the Han natlonahty, addlng new blood 11neage and cultures to
the Han natlonahty and enjarging it. ‘ '

The dlsappearance of a natjonality in the hlstory dld not Imply the
dlsappearance of her descendants On the contrary, after merglng into
the multlnatlonal communlty, she was more clvlhzed and her soci ety
more deve1oped and this was a progresslve phenomenon ’I’herefore .;t
would be the strong trend that the culture of more natlonahtles W:ll
merge to form a greater mu]tlnatlonal commvnlty, Thus we come to the
conclusjon that the unlty and unlflcatlon of the Chinese natlon today
ave undergone 1ong hlstorlcal process and have h,storlcal roots The
vlew of singie natlonal blood 11neage and slngle natlonal ‘cuure 1sot '
ln accordance wlth the obJectlve reahty of the contlnuous contact and
ntercourse between the natlonah’ues in the border areas and the Han
natlonahty and thelr mergence To deve10p from a multmat10na1 com-
munlty W,_th few natlonahtles to one wlth more natlonahtles fronr one
wlth 1ess numerous people ’co one w,E‘E more numerous peop1e and from
one with people hvlng scatterlngly 1n comparatlvely sma11 reglons 'to ‘one
wlth people hvlng compact]y in comparatlvely large reglons - th,s, and
only thls, ls the unlversal 1aw of the development of a multlnatlona]

communlty,




Notes,

(1) Yan was a state inthe Zhou Dynasty, Jocated jn the north
of today’s Hehej Province, north China,

(2) Bohaj was a kingdom jin ancient Chjna, jocated jn today’s
Jilin Province, northeast Chjina,

. {8) The Western Regjons was a Han Dynasty term for the area
west of Yumenguan, jnciudjng what js now Xinjiang and parts
of Centra] Asija, '

(4 ) Nanzhao wasa kingdom jn ancient Chjna, Jocated jn today’s
Yunnan Prox;ince, southwest China,

(5) Dalij was a kingdom jn ancjent China which followed the
kingdom of Nanzhao,

(8 ) The Central Plains comprised the mjddie and jower reaches of
the Huanghe Rjver,

(7) Chanyu was the chief of Xjongnu (Hun) jn ancient China,

(8) Wej, the Kingdom of We; (220-265) , was one of the Three
Kingdoms,
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