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Abstract

The Restoration of Chinese civilization:
A Study on Confucianism and Chinese Modernity

This new work concerns a possible close relationship between
Confucianism and modernity. Topics include an in-depth discussion of
multiple modernities, cultural values, the rule of law, democracy,
civil society and cultural relativism and their relationships to Confu-
cianism. The book’s major concern is to answer the question of
whether, in the modern era, with the recent rise of the Chinese
economy and the success of Chinese modernization during the past 30
years, a new Chinese civilization will soon arrive with its own unique
core values, institutions, and political structure, although it will
definitely share many common features with modern Western civiliza-
tions? If yes, what is its major differences from modern Western
cultures, and more importantly, what type of roles those Western
values such as freedom, democracy, human rights and rule of law
will play in Chinese modernity? And their relationship with Chinese
traditional values?

The first chapter introduces the theory of multiple modernities
which has been proposed by scholars such as S. N. Eisenstadt, and
especially that of East Asian modernity proposed by John Clammer,
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Tu Wei-ming and their colleagues. On basis of a study of Japanese
modernity and of the four mini-dragons’ experiences, the author ar-
gues for a new and modern Chinese civilization with features which
differ; at least theoretically, from those of modern Western civiliza-
tion. The author then examines those traditional resources of Confu-
cianism which can become effective in shaping the future socio-politi-
co-cultural structures of modern China.

The author’s main points are as follows: considering that the
deep structure of Chinese culture’s unique psychology exists as a hid-
den dimension and an unconscious mechanism, and considering the
unique personality of the Chinese people, a new and successful Chi-
nese civilization in the 21st century will certainly expand to accom-
modate Western values such as democracy, freedom, human rights
and the rule of law, but this should only occur to a limited degree,
and without accepting these values into China’s core cultural values.
That is, that group of values which is dominant in the West can only
play a secondary role in the Chinese society of the future. Moreover,
the Chinese people will certainly continue to practice their traditional
Confucian core values of humanity (ren), rightness (yi), loyalty
(zhong), faithfulness (xin), filial piety (xiao), and ritual (/7).
And from a social-political point of view, Chinese people will cer-
tainly continue to prefer mutual dependence over independence, vir-
tue over freedom, harmony over individual rights, meritocracy over
democracy, and the rule of ritual over the rule of law. The ultimate
basis on which the work’s conclusions rely is the social-historical-cul-
tural context of China throughout its nearly 5,000 years of formative
history. The most important resources employed by author are the
cultural and psychological achievements of the last 30 years which
have been initiated by leading figures such as Geert Hofstede, Harry
C. Triandis, Richard Nisbett, and similar thinkers. The book is a
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definitive cross-disciplinary study employing cultural, psychological,
political, and sociological resources. It includes an introduction fol-

lowed by six exhaustive chapters, each an independent study of a

single topic.
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