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Abstract’

Blue Book on Public Administrative Reform is an important research output produced
by the China Society of Administrative Reform ( CSOAR ). This book and the
Forum on China’s Administrative Reform, are two notable brands created by
CSOAR.

This book is the third Blue Book produced by CSOAR. Under the guidance of
the “ Decision on Comprehensively Deepening the Reform” by the 3™ Plenary
Session of the 18" CPC Central Committee, this book analyzes and discusses the
main topics of government functional transformation from multi — angles and at
different levels, centering on the institutional reform and functional transformation of
the State Council in 2013.

The book states that transforming government functions is not only the core
but also the key point of a new round of administrative system reform. “ The
Decision” made by Party’s 3" Plenary Session of the 18" CPC Central Committee
has changed the role of the market in resources distribution from “fundamental” to
“decisive” and also stressed the role of the government, implying that the relation
between government and market and the relation between government and society
will see a series of significant changes in the new era. It puts forward new
requirements for government functional transformation that how to realize the
conception of market determination and how to play the role of government.

The book covers broad but relatively concentrated areas, which mainly include ;
(a) a general report based on the results of questionnaire surveys; (b) administrative
streamlining and government function transformation; (c) approval system reform
and government function transformation; ( d ) structural optimization and
government function transformation; () management innovation and government

function transformation; ( f) industrial exploration in government function
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transformation; and (g) local practices in government function transformation.
The book contains abundant data and credible analysis, and it demonstrates the
general situation of Chinese administrative system reform centered on government

function transformation in 2013. The book is authoritative and forward-looking.

Keywords: Administrative Streamlining, Government Function Transformation,

Administrative Reform
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