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PREFACE

The field of nonparametric statistics continues to play an increasingly
succesful role in statistical theory as well as in its applications. Non-
parametric methods are not only mathematically elegant, they also provide
a variety of applications in several fields such as engineering, economics,
agriculture, meteorology and biometrics among others. To stimulate
further research and provide an opportunity for personal contacts among
scholars whose fields ot specialization cover broad spectra, a colloquium on
nonparametric statistical inference was held in Budapest from June 23-27,
1980. It was organized by the Janos Bolyai Mathematical Society and was
sponsored by the Bernoulli Society for Mathematical Statistics and Proba-
bility and by the Hungarian Central Statistical Office. Professors D.R. Cox
and I. Vincze were kind enough to make the opening remarks on behalf of
the Bernoulli Society and the Bolyai Society respectively.

The program committee of the colloquium consisted of Professors
D.R. Cox, B.V. Gnedenko, J. Jureckova, P. Révész, K. Sarkadi, I. Vincze
(Chairman), W.R. Van Zwet and myself. The national organizing com-
mittee consisted of Professors M. Arato, P. Bartfai, E. Csiki, B. Gyires,
A. Marton and G. Tusnady with A. Kramli, T. Méri and L. Rejté as
secretaries. It is a pleasure to express our sincere thanks to the members
of both these committees for the overall help they gave in making the
colloquium a great success. Evidence of the results of their efforts was the
rich and active participation of about 150 scholars from 19 different
countries. The members of the national organizing committee are also to
be thanked for taking care of problems connected with local arrangements.
Our Hungarian hosts deserve our thanks not only for the superb organiza-
tion of the conference but also for providing an excellent atmosphere of
warmth, friendliness and generous hospitality.

The proceedings of the colloquium are divided into two volumes
containing a broad range of topics such as testing and estimation, ranking
and selection, empirical distributions and stochastic processes among
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others. The papers in the volumes were presented at the colloquium and
were reviewed by the referees. It is a pleasure to express our appreciation
to them as well as the authors for their help and cooperation.

Special thanks are due to the Hungarian Central Statistical Office and
to its President Mrs. Vera Nyitrai for their help as well as encouragement
in organizing the colloquium.

We hope that the proceedings of the colloquium will be of interest
to mathematicians as well as applied statisticians.

Madan L. Puri
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