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Abstract

Australia is a very special country in the Asian and Pacific Area.
Historically, it was a British colony. But geographically, it is in Oceania
and adjacent to Asia. Its population is dominated by white people, most
of whom are descendents of the British. Australia’s economic, political
system and cultural heritage all originated from Britain. Australia has al-
ways prided itself on belonging to the West, and estranged itself from
Asia, with an apparent racial bias towards Asian countries.

The outbreak of Word War II marked the beginning of the evolution
of the Australian view and policy towards Asia. Within the 50 years after
the War, Australia has seen its view towards Asia experience, such stages
as understanding Asia, getting intimate with Asia, facing Asia and merg-
ing itself into Asia. Its attitude towards Asia has changed from being un-
conscious to being conscious, and from being passive to being active.
This evolution process, however, was not without diversions. Since the
1970’ s and the 1980"s, with the changes in the international political
and economic layout and the rapid development of the East Asian econo-
my, Australia began its Asia-oriented policy. More aware of its status in
international affairs, Australia turned its outlook from Europe and America
to Asia, and became more involved in Asian affairs, even stating that the
future of Ausiralia depends on Asia. Australia-Asia relations reached a
new era in the 1990’ s when it began to “face Asia generally” . This dis-
sertation tries to make a dynamic analysis of Australia’s relations with A-
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sia, especially of the evolution of Australia’s relations with Asia after the
War as well as the causes of the evolution, so as to achieve a better un-
derstanding of the international relations in the Asian and Pacific area,
and of the tendency of the historical development of the world. Based on
sufficient information, the analysis takes as its background the trends of
the historical development, the present layout and the progress of integra-
tion of the Asian and Pacific area.

With about 200 thousand Chinese characters, the dissertation con-
tains six chapters.

Chapter I, the introduction, the highlights, the significance and the
aim of the research. Information is also given concerning relevant research
work done home and abroad, conceming the approaches used and the
structure of the dissertation.

Chapter II explores in depth the origin and development of Australia-
Asia relations with a view to the ethnic culture, the regional politics and
the immigration issue. It is maintained that the British ethnic cultural fea-
tures and Australia’ s geographical location between the East and the West
constitute the basis for the Australian view towards Asia. This view di-
rected Australia-Asia relations from after the War to the 1990’ s. The
immigration policy evolved with the development of Australia-Asia rela-
tions, and it is an important consideration in the Australian policy towards
Asia.

Chapter II holds that Australia began to approach Asia in the 1920 s
and the 1930" s and that Word War II marked the beginning of a new
era of Australia-Asia relations, when Australia was mercilessly involved
in wars in the Asian and Pacific area. It was then that Australia began to
rid of its dependence on Britain and chain its destiny to that of the anti-
Fascist Asian countries. While working for the just course, people of dif-

2



Abstract

ferent races representing different ethnic cultures began to share values,
and a great turn in Australia- Asia relations was made.

Chapter IV analyzes Australia-Asia relations during the cold war
age. It is pointed out the Australia’s relations with Asia were greatly re-
strained by the cold war situation in the Far East. Efforts to get rid of
British control were replaced with efforts to follow the US in its advocacy
of the cold war in an attempt to dominate Asia. Australia participated in
the Vietnamese and Korean wars, with detriment to its relations with Asi-
a. Involved in the cold war but still adjacent to Asia, Australia was put in
a dilemma. The cold war, however, shows only part of the picture, since
Australia also supported the anti-colonialism struggles of Asian countries
and started to develop trade relations with some of them.

Chapter V explores the main reasons for and the details of Austra-
lia’ s adjustment in its policy towards Asian countries in the late 1960’ s
and the 1970’s. It is maintained that the trilateral relations between Chi-
na, the USSR and the US, the need to promote trade relations, and the
work of some statesmen contributed to the development of Australia-Asia
relations. During this time, Australia established diplomatic relations with
China, improved its relations with Indonesia, and adjusted its immigration
policy. The concems of the nation’s own benefits and security, and of
the need to promote economic development now outgrew the old ideology
and became major factors that influenced Australia-Asia relations.

Chapter VI endeavors to analyze the reasons for Australia changing
its Asian policy. The details of the “face Asia generally” policy and the
evolution of the policy are analyzed in depth. Factors including the rapid
development of Asian economy, the regionalization and collectivization of
world economy, Australia’s adjacent location to Asia, immigration,, and
economic and security concerns have worked together to make the present
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Australian government review earlier Australian governments’ adjustments
in their policy towards Asia. The “face Asia generally” and “merge into
Asia” policy has already taken effect. However, due to historical and cul-
tural differences, while Australia is merging itself into Asia, conflicts be-
tween the two cultures and the question of Australia’s own orientation in
Asian affairs have also arisen. This to a great extent reflects the progress
of globalization and the complementary nature of the Eastern and Western
cultures.

The Conclusion prompts three considerations. 1) Australia-Asia re-
lations’ evolution from those of isolation to those of exchanges and sharing
reflects the general trend of world history; 2) International relations
should be maintained by way of altering the traditional ideology of national
security and benefits, abandoning the thought of the cold war, seeking
common points and reserving difference. Intemational relations should be
developed on the basis of peaceful coexistence, equality and mutual bene-
fits; 3) In order to maintain good relations with Asia, Australia will have
to change its old outleok towards Asia and regard Asians’ values. Owing
to the historical and cultural differences, the disagreements and conflicts
between the cultural values of Australia and Asia will be ever existent,
and the best solution to the problem is mutual respect and mutual toler-

ance.
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