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ABSTRACT

This dissertation looks into war plans developed by
six Western great powers (the Great Britain, France,
Germany, Russia and later the Soviet Union, Japan, and
the United States) during the twa World Wars and the
Cold War of this century. The chapters cover the under-
lying thinking, the mechanism and the methodology of
war planning . focusing on issues at the military strategie
level. This dissertation reaches the conclusion that the
war plans of the 20th century, as the preducts of the
struggle for world hegemony., have held geopolitical
considerations as the basic strategic approach. The war
plans themselves have evolved through three patterns;
dealing successively with military war, total war, and
the superpowers’ global confrontation. The first, being
primarily military in nature, focuses on the balance of
military forces and decisive battles. The second, going
beyond the narrower military scope, deals with the more
comprehensive requirements of total wars. The third,
conforming to the expansion of functional areas of strat-
egy, subjects itself to the overall considerations of grand

strategy.
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