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Preface

Since its inception in 1952 gas chromatography (GC) has enjoyed an
explosive growth throughout the world and is now a well-known technique
in all disciplines of chemistry. The reasons for its proliferation are un-
doubtedly many, but, chiefly, gas chromatography is an extremely power-
ful as well as sensitive separations method which certainly has other uses
that are of compelling interest in many disciplines. These physicochemical
(nonanalytical) applications, which are the subject of this book, require
some exposition of the background physical chemistry which, however,
should not be construed as irrelevant to the interests of analytical chemists.
On the contrary, the topics covered here should be of value to all
practicing chromatographers who wish to know more than how to inject a
sample and record the results on a strip chart.

Because we hope to encourage newcomers to the field, we have tried to
present the material, insofar as possible, in a “user-oriented” fashion.
However, as the subject continues to expand, we must, inevitably, be
found guilty of omissions. Indeed, the development of physicochemical
uses of GC appears to be limited only by the number of research groups in
the field and the time devoted to it; our purpose in producing this book
will have been fulfilled if we stimulate or otherwise encourage new devel-
opments by workers in this area.

RicHARD J. LAUB
ROBERT L. PECSOK

Swansea, Wales
Honolulu, Hawaii
April 1978
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