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Chinese Geography

- . oo o o ot i o o . S i e U

Topic Guidance

There are four coastal waters in China: the Bohai Sea, the Yellow
Sea, the East China Sea, and the South China Sea.

China has three geographic regions: mountains to the west; deserts
and basins in the northeast; valleys and plains in the east.

Chinese climate is varied: tropical in the south, temperate in the
east and cold in the Tibetan Plateau and the northeast.

Warming-up

Read the following questions and discuss with your partner.

1. How much do you know about Chinese Geography?

2. which part do you like in China, mountain, sea or desert? And
why?

3. Do you know anything about the Tibetan Plateau?

Look at the following pictures and try to describe it in your own
words.

1
B



Part A Listening

Words List
population /ipopju'leifn/ n. A, ANO#E
civilization /isivalai'zeifn/ n XW; XS
nation /'neifn/ n. HZx, Rk
crucial [kruzfol/ adi. EXREEN,; XKEMHM
locate Nlau'keit/ v e REAEBEET)
border /"boda(r)/ n. 5, B5
region /'ridzon/ n. X, X
desert /'dezat/ n. Y, T
basin /'beisn/ no g M M
consist /kan'sist/ v Heeeees 20 R (B )
plateau /'plaetau/ n. R
Himalayan /hi'maleion/ adj.  HIHBIHELRKE
Mount Everest /'evarist/ n. RS B i
variation /wveari eifn/ n. R KPFEZNL, ZBF
topography /ta'pografi/ n. MY, HiSH
tropical /'tropikl/ adi. PR Sk BRI
arid [ rid/ g DTG TEND
(2) TR ZRRE
temperate /'temporit/ adji. AR AR
Useful Expressions
in terms of Bhoeeeee TR E-e-HH
based on [hseiais kA
play a crucial role e PREX)EEEH
be divided into A

Activity 1: Spot dictation.

China is the third largest country in the world (1) area but it is the

world’s largest based on (2)
Chinese (3)

played a (4)

China is located in Eastern Asia with its (6) along several (7)

and the Bohai Sea, the Yellow Sea, the East China Sea, and the South China Sea. China

) three geographic (9) : the (10) to the west, the

began more than 5 000 years ago and the nation has
to do so today.

role in world history and is (5)




various (11) and (12) in the northeast and the low lying valleys
and (13) in the east. Most of China however (14) mountains

and(15) such as the Tibetan Plateau which leads into the Himalayan Mountains
and Mount Everest. Because of its area and (16) in (17)

China's (18) is also varied. In the south it is (19) , while the east
is temperate and the Tibetan Plateau is cold and (20) . The northern deserts are

also arid and the northeast is cold temperate.

Activity 2: Decide whether the following statements are True or False while listening
to the paragraph again.

) 1. China plays an important role in the world.

) 2. China is located in Eastern Asia and its climate is cold.

) 3. The Tibetan Plateau leads into the Himalayan Mountains and Mount Everest.
) 4. The climate of Tibetan Plateau is cold and dry.

) 5. China is divided into three geographic regions.

Ve W e W o NN

Activity 3: Choose the correct answer while you are listening.

1. How is the China's position in the world in population?

A. the largest B. the second largest ~ C. the third largest
2. What's the population of China?
A. over 13 billion B. over 1.3 million C. over 1.3 billion

3. How many bordering countries does China have?
A.13 B. 14 €. 15
4. Whose population is the third in the 56 ethic groups?
A. Zhuang nationality
B. Manchu nationality
C. Hui nationality
5. How many degrees of longitude and latitude does China span?
A. 49, 62 B. 62, 49 C. 69,42

Part B Speaking

Words List

excite /ik 'sait/ V. {F8zh; ¢
recognize /'rekognaiz/ v I BEalt; A&
convenient /kan'vizniant/ adj.  {EFIR; FTIEK
sightseeing /'saitsizm/ n. e W6

reserve /ri'zaw/ v BT, W4



transportation /trzenspo: teifn/
considerate /kan'sidorat/
deluxe /di'laks/
magnificent /meeg nifisnt/
environmental /in,vaioron'mentl/
nano /'nanou/
dramatic /dra'meetik/
automobile /"o:tomabizl/
buyout /"baiauvt/

dragon /'dragan/

Useful Expressions

equipped with
prefer to
what's more

Proper Nouns

China International Travel Service
Lenovo

IBM

Geely

Volvo

Standard Bank of
South Africa Ltd

n. A AE TR

adj.  FIERABIK; AIEK

adi.  FER); mEH; FER

adj. W) EHR

adj. 78211

n @K HLnz—; B

adi. BEXHK); SGAEIREZIN: REITER
n 1E; MHE

n. Wo; AT

n. s 12A
KEH
=5IN
1M H
o [ [ B R AT AL

BRAHAEE, WO T 1984 4E. AR FBAER
AEEHL IRFAE. Bl A, FTEIL.
B b, EHUR. FHERT 6.
International Business Machines Corporation
Eprr L pLEs A E], BT E R AL 2
fEiFR. SAREALMPTSFE T, 1911 F41
SFRE, RERREKE BB S #
RITRAR, HuHAEKER 30 20N,
k5536 K 160 24 FE 5K AL

Geely Automobile Holdings Limited & /<%=
BRARAE

WIRIK, Fi 2 2R e, SOk & 50K
IRIRIRZEA ], RACBKEBKERERL, H
T B SR K TS, 5 20 KiK%E
RE|Z—, BISLT 1927 .,
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S SHERIEIZE 1. 2008 4, o E LR
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Benson MHRGE TR, X BEFHIBHEHREN)
Michael (L) Kim#EHH(KRFEZ —)

Situational dialogue

Miss Li Hua, a local guide from China International Travel Service, is waiting for a
business traveler from Australia named Mr. Michael.

L: Hello, sir. Welcome to China! I am Li Hua from China International Travel Service.
Nice to meet you.

M: Ah, Nice to meet you Miss Li. I'm Benson Michael. You can call me Benson.

L: Ok. And please call me Li. How's your flight, Benson? I wish it is a wonderful one.

M: Couldn't be better, thanks. I am very excited to come back to China again. China has
changed so much that I even cannot recognize since I left here 20 years ago. [ wonder if I
could stay in a hotel convenient for sightseeing.

L: The hotel you've reserved is only a five minute walk to the business center and quite
convenient for transportation.

M: Great! You're really considerate, Li. Thanks a million.

L: You are welcome. I think you need a good rest. Shall we go to the hotel first? This
way, please.

(on the way to hotel)

L: How do you feel like here as you come back again after such a long time, Benson?

M: Well, not so wide the road and the building not so high over the past and the city
even not so huge, but what a modern city now it is! Everywhere looks deluxe and
magnificent.

L: Yeah, we were told these roads and buildings are equipped with the most advanced
techniques and the newest environmental friendly materials, say, nano paints, nano air
cleaners, nano plastics and other high-techs.

M: Yes, it is a dramatic change in China. We often see commodities made in China
now and gradually prefer to use them. Look, my T-shirt also is a Chinese brand named Li
Ning.

L: You are right and what's more, Lenovo acquired IBM personal computer, Geely
Automobile bought out Volvo and ICBC held Standard Bank of South Africa Ltd. I have to
say to be a Chinese, I feel so proud.

M: China is the taking off dragon. And that’s why I come to China for business...

L: Well, we are here now. Please go to your room for a short rest. I'll be here at 12:30
and we would like to give you a heart dinner in the Chinese Restaurant. See you around.

Knowledge improvement

With just over 1.3 billion people (1330044605 as of mid-2008; 1338612968 (July
2009)), China is the world's most populous country.




As the world's population is approximately 6.7 billion, China represents a full 20% of
the world's population so one in every five people on the planet is a resident of China.

China's population growth has been somewhat slowed by the one child policy, in effect
since 1979.

As recently as 1950, China's population was a mere 563 million. The population grew
dramatically through the following decades to one billion in the early 1980s.

By the late 2010s, China's population is expected to reach 1.4 billion. China's
population is expected to peak in 2026. India will surpass China as the world's most
populous country in 2025. Around 2030, China's population is anticipated to peak and then
slowly start dropping.

Activity 1: Group discussion.

All the students in the classroom are divided into several groups to discuss what
changes do you notice happened in your city, after discussion, each group choose a
representative to make a presentation, and then the teacher should give the comment on the
students' answer.

Activity 2: Make up a dialogue.
Please practice the dialogue for 5 minutes with your desk mates. After that, the teacher

names some students to choose a role to make up a dialogue and then gives comments on
their performance if necessary.

Activity 3: Simulated guiding.
All the students in the classroom are divided into several groups, and every group
member may try to act as a local guide in class to simulate a situation of introducing a

familiar place. Some phrases and expressions you have learnt may be used in your
commentary.

Part C Reading

Words List

officially /2'fifali/ adv. TERXM; B
occupy /'okjupai/ . f#H; HH

entire /in'taia(r)/ adj. EEH: TAEMN
approximately />'proksimitli/ adv. Ki&; EF
major /'meidza(r)/ adi. FER);, EEMN
SUIPasy /sa'pais/ v M T
administrative /ad ' ministrativ/ adj. ATBUH

autonomous

/o:'tonamas/

adj.

HIf; A BRI



municipality

communication

boundary
diverse
relief
impenetrable
terrain

range
monsoon

density
strikingly

exceptionally

delta

sparsely

barren
treasury
trillion
soya
tungsten

antimony
sophisticated

facility

Proper Nouns

Tarim

Junggar

Lop Nur

/mjuznisi'paeliti/

/kaimjuni'keifn/

/"baundri/
/dai'vais/
fri'lizf/
/im'penitrabl/
/ta'rein/
/reind3z/

Al
/imon sw:n/

/'densati/
/'straikinli/
/ik'sepfanali/

/'delta/

/'spasli/
/"baran/
/'tre39ri/
['triljon/
['soial
/'tanstan/

/'&ntimani/
/sa 'fistikeitid/

/£3'silati/

adj.

adj.

adv.
adv.

BT MBEYR

(1) RiE; R Xbx
(2) WfE; BRE%

WA i SR
AR ZFEZHN
DS Sy VNS: e
AR FAEW
HiE; Hhdh

@‘-ﬁgb& ...... @J ...... H"J%%$%
(1) W2 WEMRER
) ZX; FHR

T WE, BE
BEH; SHM; R
il 5 th

(1) FHEFERIZE 4 NFEE
) =M

(1) Figith; b

(2) AEH; =i
KM AEH
B E S

Jif; 3k

p NI

)

B

(1) ZEm; Wit
(2) LR HER
Wi W&

BHEAR, SEARAEFERAEE, L TFRUMESL, FI/R
&z ia, ZREK 1400 TK, BELHEL 550 TK, MHAHIE
56 I FH TR, ARER KK A M.

WS JR(Z T E), LR —3 k. 17 a3 18
theg, HEME/REIEHIR LRI, EPGE E/RWEATW, Jbk
IR, REIE B, TR E W0, BRI KX,
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BORGHIARES, WK 780 KIcA, AL T8 B b A B AL
KRBT AP B AICAZE, HRFAEPE. 2. WA
#3E, P EE ZKEUKE, AU K Fr 5.

PPP V3 1 VR4

Treasury securities P25

joint venture Al AEM

IMF International Monetary Fund, E 55t MIESHALRBEESEA

R, RERHMETHIKRE)

Brief Introduction of China

China, officially People's Republic of China, is a country of East Asia. It is the largest
of all Asian countries and has the largest population of any country in the world. Occupying
nearly the entire East Asian landmass, it occupies approximately one-fourteenth of the land
area of the Earth. Among the major countries of the world, China is surpassed in area by
only Russia and Canada, and it is almost as large as the whole of Europe.

China has 34 administrative units directly under the central government; these consist
of 23 provinces, 5 autonomous regions, 4 municipalities (Chongqing, Beijing, Shanghai, and
Tianjin), and 2 special administrative regions (Hong Kong and Macau). Beijing (Peking), the
capital of the People's Republic, is also the cultural, economic, and communications centre
of the country.

Within China's boundaries exists a highly diverse and complex country. Its topography
covers the highest and one of the lowest places on Earth, and its relief varies from nearly
impenetrable mountainous terrain to vast coastal lowlands. Its climate ranges from
extremely dry, desertlike conditions in the northwest to tropical monsoon in the southeast,
and China has the greatest contrast in temperature between its northern and southern borders
of any country in the world.

Population Distribution

China's complex natural conditions have produced an unevenly distributed population.
Population density varies strikingly, with the greatest contrast occurring between the eastern
half of China and the lands of the west and the northwest. Exceptionally high population
densities occur in the Yangtze delta, the Pearl River Delta, and on the Chengdu Plain of the
western Sichuan Basin.

In contrast, the isolated, extensive western and frontier regions, which are much larger
than any European country, are sparsely populated. Extensive uninhabited areas include the
extremely high northern part of Tibet, the sandy wastes of the central Tarim and eastern
Junggar basins in Xinjiang, and the barren desert and mountains east of Lop Nur.




Economy

The People's Republic of China stands as the second-largest economy both in nominal
and purchasing power parity terms (PPP) in the world after the US. It is the world's
fastest-growing major economy , with average growth rates of 10% for the past 30 years.
China is the largest creditor nation in the world and owns approximately 20.8% of all
foreign-owned US Treasury securities. China is also the largest exporter and second largest
importer of goods in the world. Its top six trade partners (US, Japan, Hong Kong, South
Korea, Taiwan, Germany) form over 50% of China's total international trade .

For 2010, inbound foreign direct investment into China surpassed $100billion for the
first time, and investment overseas by Chinese companies in non-financial sectors totaled
$59 billion. But the provinces in the coastal regions of China tend to be more industrialized,
while regions in the hinterland are less developed. In the second quarter of 2010, China's
economy was valued at $1.33 trillion, ahead of the $1.28 trillion that Japan's economy was
worth.

China is the world's largest producer of rice and is among the principal sources of
wheat, corn (maize), tobacco, soya beans, peanuts (groundnuts), and cotton. The country is
one of the world's largest producers of a number of industrial and mineral products—including
cotton cloth, tungsten, and antimony—and is an important producer of cotton yarn, coal,
crude oil, and a number of other products. Its mineral resources are probably among the
richest in the world. China has acquired some highly sophisticated production facilities
through foreign investment and joint ventures with foreign partners. The technological level
and quality standards of many of its industries have improved rapidly and dramatically.

The table below shows the trend of the GDP of China at market prices estimated by the
IMF with figures in millions ( Chinese yuan ).

Year Gross domestic product | US dollar exchange Indlar creiwicy Fer Gopjty Income
(2000=100) (as % of USA)
1955 91000 2.46 19.2 2.43
1960 145700 2.46 20.0 3.04
1965 171600 2.46 21.6 2.63
1970 225300 2.46 » 21.3 2.20
1975 299700 1.86 22.4 2.32
1980 460906 1.49 25.0 2.52
1985 896440 2.93 30.0 1.65
1990 1854790 4.78 49.0 1.48
1995 6079400 8.35 91.0 2.17
2000 9921500 8.27 100.0 2.69
2005 18308500 8.19 106.0 4.05
2010 25506956 6.67 112.0 6.23




Despite the size, the wealth of its resources, and the fact that about one-fifth of the
world's population lives within its borders, China now still is a developing country.
Available energy has not been sufficient to run all of the country's installed industrial
capacity, the transport system has remained inadequate to move sufficient quantities of such
critical commodities as coal, and the communications system has not been able to meet the
needs of China's size and complexity. We need devote all ourselves to its thriving.

Activity 1: Choose the correct answer to complete the following sentences.

1. Among the major countries of the world, China is the largest country.
A. first B. second C. third

2. Chinese climate in the northwest is very ;
A. dry ' B. tropical C. wet

3. Extensive uninhabited areas include eastern Junggar basins in Xinjiang and
A. the Chengdu Plain of the western Sichuan Basin
B. east of Lop Nur
C. 5 autonomous regions
4. Which of the following is not true?
A. the People's Republic of China stands as the second-largest economy.
B. In the second quarter of 2010, China's economy was ahead of Japan's economy.
C. Chinese mineral resources are very deficient in the world.
5. In the year 1970, the US dollar exchange is
A.2.46 B.8.19 C.4.78

Activity 2: Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where

necessary.

approximate occupy average distribution valuable

1. Imperial gardens large areas.

2. Last Sunday, we took a long journey and it took seven hours.

3. The teacher asks the representative to the relative paper to all trainees.

4. The tour guide told us that more than two million stone blocks were used to build
Khufu Pyramid (K4 53%), weighing an of 2.5 tons each.

5.1 don't agree with you. As I see it, Kobe has carried on the of the Jordan.

Activity 3: Answer the following open questions in brief.

1. Do you know how many administrative units there are in China? And which
province are you from? What do you know about your province?

2. How do you feel about Chinese rapidly developing?

3. If any foreign country you may go to, which one will you choose? And why?

4. China is rich in natural resources, but not in average. How to deal with it, in your
opinion?

5. What can you learn from the table in the text?



