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PREFACE FOR INSTRUCTORS

“The historian, essentially, wants more documents than he can really use.”
—Henry James, Jr.

For the Record: A Documentary History of America is a collection of primary
sources intended to serve as a convenient reference volume and to supplement
textbooks used in introductory American history survey courses. It provides a
comprehensive yet diverse array of documents that have shaped the American
experience. We know from our own experiences in the classroom that students
can benefit greatly from studying the original sources that historians have used
to craft their interpretations of the past. And students can use such sources to
develop their own perspectives on the past.

In selecting these documents, we have sought to represent the wide spec-
trum of historical developments by striking a balance among political, diplo-
matic, economic, social, and cultural perspectives. In general, we have tried to
provide entire documents or substantial portions rather than brief snippets,
which so often are pedagogically unsound and intellectually unsatisfying. We
have edited several of these documents to eliminate extraneous material and
make them more accessible to the reader. Ellipses and asterisks indicate where
passages or portions have been omitted. In a few cases, we have also modern-
ized spelling and punctuation, taking care not to change the meaning of the
original selection.

Chapter introductions set the stage for the accompanying selections by de-
scribing each historical period and highlighting its key issues and actors. Each
document in turn is introduced by a headnote that places it in the context of
the period and suggests its significance. And each document is followed by a
list of review questions to stimulate reflections about the material.

One of the unique features of For the Record is its recognition that visual
artifacts are also important primary sources for the historian. Each volume
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XVi PREFACE FOR INSTRUCTORS

contains two special sections intended to help students learn how to analyze
and interpret visual sources. The four visual features include the following:

e Colonial Architecture explores the relationship between form and func-
tion by comparing the designs of colonial homes from three different
regions.

e Picturing the Civil War explores the Civil War as the first “total war”
represented through the camera lens of Mathew Brady and his associates.

» Photography and Progressive Reform explores the Progressive era through
the famous and controversial photos of the immigrant reformer Jacob
Riis.

» Vietnam War Photographs explores the relationship between media cov-
erage and propaganda during America’s longest war and period of
greatest social turmoil.

Taken as a whole, For the Record reveals the diversity of sources that con-
tribute to our understanding of American history. In the process, it exposes
students to important public documents and powerful personal accounts of
events and experiences. The result is a more textured and comprehensive un-
derstanding of the ways in which we recreate and understand the past.

In compiling For the Record, we have benefited from the insights and talents
of the editorial and maketing staff at W. W. Norton, especially Steve Forman
and Jon Durbin, who shepherded us through this five-year endeavor with great
insight and considerable patience. In addition, Kathy Talalay with the assistance
of Katharine Ings brought a keen eye and sound judgments to her work as
copyeditor. Candace Kooyoomjian spent many hours tracking down permis-
sions, while Stephen Kaldon pushed the volumes through production in record
time.



WHERE TO BEGIN

This checklist contains a series of questions that can be used to analyze most
of the documents in this reader.

v What type of document is it?

v Why does the document exist? What motives prompted the author to
write the material down in this form?

v Who wrote this document?

' Who or what is left out of the document—women, children, other
minorities, members of the majority?

v In addition to the main subject, what other kinds of information can
be obtained from the document?

v How do the subjects of the document relate to what we know about
broader society?

v What was the meaning of the document in its own time? What is its
meaning for the reader today?

v What does the document tell us about change in society?
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