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What Is
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he story of humanity begins with

geography—the study of the earth in

all of its variety. Geography concerns
the earth’s land, water, and plant and animal
life. It also tells you about the people who live
on the earth, the places they have created, and
how these places differ. The earth is a planet of
diverse groups of people. A study of geography
can help you see why the people of the earth are
so diverse.

The Five Themes of Geography

The study of geography can be organized
around five themes: location, place,
human/environment interaction, movement,
and region. Geographers use these five themes
to study and classify all parts of the earth and
its variety of human activity.

Geography and World History

World geography is especially important to
the study of world history.
Historians use geography
to explain connections
between the past
and the present.
They study
N how places

Behaim’s
Globe

- Geography:
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looked in the past, how places and patterns of
human activity have changed over time, and
how geographic forces have influenced these
changes.

. GLOBES AND MAPS

Globes

Photographs from space show the earth in
its true form—a great ball spinning around the
sun. The only accurate way to draw the earth is
as a globe, or a round form. A globe gives a true
picture of the earth’s size and the shape of the
earth’s landmasses and bodies of water. Globes
also show the true distances and true directions
between places.

Maps

A map is a flat drawing of the earth’s surface.
People use maps to locate places, plot routes, and
judge distances. Maps can also display useful
information about the world’s peoples.

What advantages does a map have over a
globe? Unlike a globe, a map allows you to see
all areas of the world at the same time. Maps
also show much more detail and can be folded
and more easily carried.

Maps, however, have their drawbacks. As
you can imagine, drawing a round object on a
flat surface is very difficult. Cartographers, or
mapmakers, have drawn many projections,
or kinds of maps. Each map projection is a dif-
ferent way of showing the round earth on a
flat map. This is because it is impossible to
draw a round planet on a flat surface without
distorting or misrepresenting some parts of the
earth. As a result, each kind of map projection
has some distortion. Typical distortions involve
distance, direction, shape, and/or area.
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The Hemispheres

To determine location, distance, and direc-
tion on a map or globe, geographers have
developed a network of imaginary lines that
crisscross the earth. One of these lines, the
Equator, circles the earth midway between the
North Pole and the South Pole. It divides the
earth into “half spheres,” or hemispheres. The
Northern Hemisphere includes all of the land
and water between the Equator and the North
Pole. The Southern Hemisphere includes all of
the land and water between the Equator and
the South Pole.

Another imaginary line running from north
to south divides the earth into half spheres in
the other direction. This line is called the Prime
Meridian. Every place east of the Prime
Meridian is in the Eastern Hemisphere. Every
place west of the Prime Meridian is in the
Western Hemisphere.

Latitude and Longitude
The Equator and the Prime Meridian are
the starting points for two sets of lines used to

-
AFRICA S ‘%

ANTARCTICA

South Pole
SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE

North Pole

South Pole
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find any location. The two sets measure dis-
tances north or south of the Equator, and east
and west of the Prime Meridian.

One set of lines called parallels circle the
earth and show latitude, which is distance mea-
sured in degrees ( ° ) north and south of the
Equator at 0° latitude. The letter N or S follow-
ing the degree symbol tells you if the location is
north or south of the Equator. The North Pole is
at 90° North (N) latitude, and the South Pole is
at 90° South (S) latitude.

Two important parallels in between the
poles are the Tropic of Cancer at 23 1/2°N lati-
tude and the Tropic of Capricorn at 23 1/2°S
latitude. You can also find the Arctic Circle at
66 1/2°N latitude and the Antarctic Circle at 66
1/2°S latitude.

The second set of lines called meridians run
north to south from the North Pole to the South
Pole. These lines signify longitude, which is
distance measured in degrees east (E) or west
(W) of the Prime Meridian at 0° longitude. On
the opposite side of the earth is the International
Date Line, at about the 180° meridian.

The Grid System
Lines of latitude and longi-

WESTERN EASTERN tude cross one another in the
NORTHERN HEMISPHERE
NorthP i HEMISPHERE HEMISPHERE form of a gl’id system. You can
‘ North Pole th id find
o use the grid system to
 NORTH /-x' 9_"{ where places are exactly located
\  America / TSN on a map or globe. Each place on
S, R { | ARRICA ;
S J Earth has an address on the grid.
q ‘\“Sﬁ"'ﬁ;’:“ » This grid address is the place’s
m \m} ; coordinates—its degrees of lati-
i/)’(,,r’ tude and longitude. For exam-
- g2 ple, the coordinates of the city of
SOUTHE;C;\LJ“:!:;\:ISPHERE ANTARCTICA San Francisco are 38°N latitude
and 122°W longitude. This
EASTERN WESTERN means that San Francisco lies
NORTHERN HEMISPHERE
North Pole HEMISPHERE = HEMISPHERE about 38 degrees (°) north of the

Equator and 122 degrees (°) west
of the Prime Meridian. Where
those two lines cross is called the
absolute location of the city.

), NORTH
"\ AMERICA

PACIFIC
OCEAN

Map Symbols

Maps can direct you down the
street, across the country, or
around the world. There are as
many-different kinds of maps as
there are uses for them. Being
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