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HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN FOREWORD

Biological resources, especially plants, have always been important for
Bhutanese. These resources have been conserved in their ecosystems by
local communities who utilised them. The huge genetic resource base our
country has, due to its diverse agro-ecological zones spanning from
subtropical forest to alpine meadows, is one of our most precious
patrimonies. Indeed, it is of global importance now. The global
interdependence of genetic resources is apparent from the introduction of
exotic varieties into our country and our country's contribution to
germplasm and herbarium collections to several institutions abroad.

There is abundant biological diversity both on-farm and in the 'wild'. It
is pleasing to note that the strategies for the conservation of biodiversity
have given equal importance to both. Farmers in our country have bred
impressive varieties of crops, fruits, vegetables to find the characteristics
most suitable for local culture and environment. Some of the varieties are
best suited to marginal areas where main varieties can scarcely be
cultivated. Close to five hundred landraces of rice grown by our farmers is
proof of the genetic variations that the farmers have selected and adapted.
In addition, significant portion of foods, fodder, and indigenous medicines in
our country comes not only from domesticated farmer-bred varieties or
species, but from the yearly harvest of plants from the 'wild'. A good deal of
self-sufficiency in food and fodder in rural societies are met out of the
biodiversity found in nature. The dependence on wild relatives is also true in

the case of the most important livestock in our country: jatsha, jatsham
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jatsham and other mithun cross breeds. Those who breed livestock in our
country know that to develop good diary cattle, the genetic materials in the
wild must continue to be available.

Generations of local communities have contributed to the knowledge
about development of breeds and varieties of food crops, as well about wild
plants and animals. The transmission of this accumulated, indigenous
knowledge, which exists mostly in vernacular form, is equally important for
the conservation of biodiversity and uses of biomaterials. Conservation of
biodiversity can be strengthened hand in hand with enhancement of
indigenous knowledge about biomaterials we have traditionally used.

With the explosion in Dbiotechnologies, the potential uses of
biomaterials are far greater than what were possible in the past. Genetic
materials are being incorporated into commercial products, and a
considerable and increasing part of the global economy is based on
biotechnological products. For our country, too, biotechnology holds bright
prospect, and we must move in that direction as quickly as possible. The
golden bridge linking development and conservation is biotechnology.

In the context of conservation, this updated biodiversity action plan
represents a serious and ambitious effort made by our country. May the
merit of this publication benefit both man and animal, who ultimately

depend, directly or indirectly, on the diversity of plantlife.

. W W €
fof T P
rji Wangmo Wangchuck
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