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]I:e Jourth edition of Kontakte is dedicated to Gregory Trauth
(1958-1999). As the editor for the past two editions, Gregory was an
invaluable partner and beloved member of the Kontakte team.

His guidance and editorial impact can be felt on every page. Gregory’s
generous heart touched us in many ways, and we miss him. He was
not only a colleague, but also a dear friend. We hope that be is

Dproud of this new edition of Kontakte.



xiv / To the Instructor

Keeping Pace with the Profession: From
Proficiency to the National Standards

Built on the foundation of three highly successful edi-
tions, the Fourth Edition of Kontakte offers a truly
communicative approach that supports functional
proficiency in all language skills. We believe that com-
petent speakers must have an appropriate background
knowledge of the communicative and cultural con-
texts in which language occurs. Kontakte places cul-
tural competence, as an integral part of language
learning, on par with communicative competence by
providing natural contexts within which students can
acquire and practice language.

Moreover, Kontakte supports the National Stan-
dards, as outlined in Standards for Foreign Language
Learning: Preparing for the 21" Century (1996; Na-
tional Standards in Foreign Language Education Pro-
ject, a collaboration of the ACTFL, AATG, AATE
and AATSP). The five “Cs” of Communication, Cul-
tures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities
describe what students should know and be able to
do as a result of their language study. Kontakte pro-
vides a solid foundation for their implementation.

Communication: Kontakte emphasizes communi-
cation in meaningful contexts in the target language.
Throughout, students listen to and read comprehen-
sible German and have ample opportunities to use
German in autograph, interview, information gap,
role-play, writing, and other personalized activities.

Cultures: The Dialoge, the Kultur ... Lan-
deskunde ... Informationen boxes, the Kulturecke,
the Videoecke, and the Leseecke present various per-
spectives on the cultures of German-speaking people.
Students listen to, read, and respond to texts and—
in the video—to interviews with native speakers.

Connections: Chapter themes and activities encour-
age students to link their study of German with their
personal lives and other subjects they are studying.

Comparisons: The Sprechsituationen, the Kultur
... Landeskunde ... Informationen boxes, the Kul-
turprojekt, and the Videoecke lead students to make
comparisons between their world and that of Ger-
man-speaking people.

Communities: Through the Kulturprojekt and Kon-
takte Online features, students have direct contact with
the German-speaking world at home and abroad.

THE INSTRUCTOR

Changes That Make a Difference

Throughout the review process, we received valuable
input from instructors and students alike. As a result,
we have undertaken a number of changes in the
Fourth Edition, without altering the basic concept

and approach of Kontakte.

To improve the flow of materials, we resequenced
the chapter dealing with food and shopping; it is
now Kapitel 8.

Adjective endings, the contrast of destination vs.
location, and the subjunctive forms of modal verbs
are now found in Kapitel 8. The simple past tense
is now found in Kapitel 9.

Kapitel 12 now includes a new section on Ger-
man art and literature.

The drawings in all vocabulary displays are now
colorized to enhance their clarity and appeal.

® The Kulturprojekt section is now tied into the
new Kontakte Online Learning Center through a
new feature called Kontakte Online.

The Portrit section is now improved through the
addition of a reading comprehension activity.

The Videoecke section is tied to the newly revised
Blickkontakte video, filmed on location in
Leipzig, and contains a series of interviews with na-
tive speakers of German.

We improved the Wortschatz by providing pro-
nunciation aids in the form of diacritics for long
and short vowels in stressed syllables.

We retained the most popular reading texts from
the third edition and reduced the number of read-
ings to one per chapter in most cases.

We added a new feature to readings—Mini-
worterbuch—to replace the older glossing system.

We added a new type of marginal note called Wis-
sen Sie noch? to the grammar explanations. This
feature offers students a brief overview of a previ-
ously learned grammar point and tells them where
they can review it.
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A Guided Tour of Kontakte, Fourth Edition

Each chapter, with the exception of the two in-
troductory chapters, has the following structure:
® Sprechsituationen ' ‘
¢ Wortschatz
¢ Kulturecke
® Videoecke
® deseedee
® Strukturen und Ubungen
Our guided tour presents an overview of the
chapter structure and features of Kontakte.
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KULTURECKE

This section presents little “c” culture
in the Kulturprojekt and big “C”
culture in the Portrat section.
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mewer the question Welches

Welches Darum ist heute?
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xx / Exciting New Technologies for Kontakte, Fourth Edition

The Fourth Edition of Kontakte is accompanied by
an array of technology to support your instruction
and your students’ language learning needs.

Blickkontakte Video

The Fourth Edition video builds upon the widely
praised Blickkontakte program from the prior edi-
tion. This program has been expanded to include new,
authentic interviews with native speakers, filmed on
location in Leipzig, that expand on the chapter
themes. Viewing/listening comprehension is sup-
ported by the new Videoecke feature that consists of
photographs, interview questions, and viewing activ-
ities.

CITING NEW TECHNOLOGIES FOR
ONTAKTE, FOURTH EDITION

© ® 0000006006000 00000©00©06606.000000000

Student CD-ROM

Revised for the fourth edition, this CD-ROM now
contains video, listening and speaking, and guided
writing activities in addition to the Dasher'™ vocab-
ulary and grammar activities.

Instructor’s Resource CD-ROM (‘

This brand new CD-ROM contains the nstructor’s
Manual, electronic colored overhead transparency
masters, the 7est Bank (allowing you to create your
own customized tests), and the Audlioscript for the Au-
dio Program that accompanies the Arbeitsbuch.

Online Learning Center and Website

This new and highly interactive website at
www.mhhe.com/kontakte includes resources for in-
structors and an Online Learning Center for Students.
Instructors will find useful information about the
Kontakte program; information about the German
spelling reform, the National Standards, and the
ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines; as well as numerous
links to professional resources. Students will find on-
line Situation activities, the Kontakte online feature
(tied to the Kulturprojekt), web-based cultural ac-
tivities, links to German search engines, and more!

Fourteen selections from au-
thentic German television
broadcasts were carefully se-
lected from the previous video

Blickkontakte program based gm
on their accessibility, their cul- P —
tural richness, and their inter- %m
est to present-day students. € e
Overhead transparency mas- s

ters and suggestions on how tmﬂw
to work with the authentic ¢m

broadcast footage in class can
be found in the Instructor’s
Manual. A second set of ac-
tivities for individual work is
included in the student CD-
ROM.
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The instructional package of Kontakte, Fourth Edi-
tion, includes the following materials, designed to
complement your instruction and to enhance your
students’ learning experience. Please contact your lo-
cal McGraw-Hill sales representative for information
on availability and costs of these materials.

Available to adopters and to students:

®  Student Edition. Full-color textbook with activities,
rammar explanations and exercises, and helpful
g p p

appendices.

® Listening Comprehension Program. A 1-hour pro-
gram, on audio CD or audiocassette, containing
the dialogues, selected texts from the KLI boxes,
and poems from the Leseecke section, is available
free with the Student Edition.

® Arbeitsbuch. A complete manual for further prac-
tice and acquisition of the four skills and cultural
competence.

® Audio Program. A 7-hour program, on audio CD
or audiocassettes, containing pronunciation prac-
tice and listening comprehension texts, including
the dialogues and narration series from the main
text.

® Extensively revised! Student CD-ROM. A CD-
ROM, containing the vocabulary displays with
pronunciation of vocabulary items, Sprechsitua-
tionen activities (including the narration series), as
well as the exercises from the Strukturen und
Ubungen section. New additions include video,
writing, listening and speaking components!

® New! Kontakte Online Learning Center. A web-
based learning center with online activities and
study resources for students.

® A Practical Guide to Language Learning: A Fifteen-
Week Program of Strategies for Success, by
Douglas Brown (San Francisco State University).
A brief introduction to language learning written
for beginning students.

Available to adopters only:

® Instructors Fdition. The main text containing
marginal notes with suggestions for using and
~

KONTAKTE PROGRAM: EXCEPTIONAL
STRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

expanding on the materials in the text, additional
cultural information, teaching hints, and listening
comprehension texts.

Extensively revised! Blickkontakte video to ac-
company Kontakte. A 1-hour video containing 14
interview segments with native speakers (filmed in
Leipzig) and 14 non-commercial video clips from
ZDF broadcasts.

New! Instructor’s Resource CD-ROM. A CD-ROM
containing testing materials from the 7est Bank,
color and black and white electronic overhead
transparencies, the Instructors Manual, and the
Audioscrip.

Instructor’s Manual. A handy manual that provides
a guided walk through Einfithrungen A/B and
Kapitel 1 presents information on Natural Ap-
proach theory and practice and offers hints and
practical guidance to instructors. Included in the
Instructors Manual are transparency masters of the
drawings in the main text as well as video activi-
ties for the authentic television footage on the

Blickkontakte video.

Audioscript. A transcript containing all the mate-
rial recorded in the Audio Program.

Tést Bank with Testing Audio Program. A collection
of testing materials—many of them revised for the
Fourth Edition—for assessing listening compre-
hension, vocabulary, grammar, reading, writing,
culture, and oral proficiency.

Picture File. 50 full color, 9” X 12” photographs
taken exclusively for Kontakte, Fourth Edition, in
Germany, Austria, and Switzerland.

From ]nput to Output. A 1-hour instructional video
containing demonstrations of the Natural Ap-
proach using Kontakte and filmed at the Univer-
sity of lowa.

Training/Orientation Manual, by James E Lee
(University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign). This
handy manual offers practical advice for beginning
language instructors and coordinators.



/ The Natural Approach

Kontakte is based on Tracy D. Terrell’s Natural Ap-
proach, which originally drew on aspects of Stephen

D.

Krashen’s “Monitor Model” and its five hypothe-

ses on instructed second-language acquisition. These
five hypotheses are discussed in detail in the Znstruc-
tors Manual that accompanies Kontakte. The fol-
lowing are among the most important aspects of the
Natural Approach as applied in this program:

1.

Comprehension precedes production. Students’
ability to use new vocabulary and grammar is di-
rectly related to the opportunities they have to lis-
ten to and read vocabulary and grammar in a nat-
ural context.

Production needs to be acquired too. While
comprehension activities need to take up a large
amount of classroom time in early chapters and
considerable amounts in later chapters as well, stu-
dents need to be given numerous opportunities to
express their own meaning in communicative con-
texts. Ideally, comprehension activities are topped
off by speaking and/or writing, and production
activities are introduced by listening or reading.
Speech emerges in stages. Kontakte allows for
three stages of language development:

Stage 1. Comprehension: Einfithrung A

Stage 2. Early speech: Einfithrung B

Stage 3. Speech emergence: Kapitel 1

The activities in Einfithrung A are designed to
give students an opportunity to develop good com-
prehension skills without being required to speak
German. The activities in Einfithrung B are de-
signed to encourage the transition from compre-
hension to an ability to make natural responses
with single words or short phrases. By the end of
the Einfithrung, most students are making the

NATURAL APPROACH

transition from short answers to longer phrases and
short sentences, using the materials of the Ein-
fithrung. With the new material in each chapter,
students will pass through the same three stages.
Speech emergence is characterized by gram-
matical errors. It is to be expected that students
will make many errors when they begin putting
words together into sentences, because it is diffi-
cult to monitor spontaneous speech. These early
errors do not become permanent, nor do they af-
fect students’ future language development. We
recommend correcting errors by expanding and re-
phrasing students’ responses into grammatically
correct sentences.

Group work encourages speech. Most of the ac-
tivities lend themselves to pair or small-group
work, which allows for more opportunities to in-
teract in German during a given class period and
provides practice in a non-threatening atmosphere.
Students acquire language best in a low-anxiety
environment. Students will be most successful
when they are interacting in communicative ac-
tivities that they enjoy. The goal is for them to ex-
press themselves as best they can and to develop a
positive attitude toward their second-language ex-
perience. The Natural Approach instructor will
create an accepting and enjoyable environment in
which to acquire and learn German.

The goal of the Natural Approach is proficiency
in communication skills. Proficiency is defined
as the ability to convey information and/or feel-
ings in a particular situation for a particular pur-
pose. Grammatical accuracy is one part of com-
municative proficiency, but it is not a prerequisite.
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THEHE ACT ME CLAPDPACT
THE CAST OF CHARACT

The people you will read and talk about in Kontakte
reappear in activities and exercises throughout the
text. Some are American students, and others are from
Germany, Austria, and Switzerland.

First, there is a group of students learning German
at the University of California at Berkeley. Although
they all have different majors, they are all in Profes-
sor Karin Schulzs German class. You will meet
eight students in the class: Steve (Stefan), Heidi, Al
(Albert), Nora, Monique (Monika), Peter, Kathy
(Katrin), and Thomas. Each uses the German version
of his or her name.

Profesgor Karin $chulz
Peter

\

Nora  Albert Thomas  Xatrin

Little by little, you will be introduced to people
who live in various parts of the German-speaking
world. For example, in Géttingen, Germany, you will
meet Silvia Mertens and her boyfriend, Jiirgen Bau-
mann. You will also get to know the Schmitz family.
Rolf Schmitz, who is studying psychology at the Uni-
versity of California in Berkeley and who knows many
of the students in Professor Schulzs German class,
lives with his parents in Géttingen over the univer-
sity holidays. He was born in Krefeld, a town near
Diisseldorf, where his grandmother, Helene Schmitz,
still lives. Rolf has twin sisters, Helga and Sigrid.

Folf

In Germany, you will also accompany an Ameri-
can student, Claire Martin, on her travels. Her best
friends are Melanie Staiger and Josef Bergmann from
Regensburg,.

Josef

Claire

Melanie

In Berlin, you will meet Renate Réder, who is sin-
gle and who works for a computer company. Renate
travels a lot and speaks several languages in addition
to German. You will also meet Mehmet Segiin.
Mehmet, who came with his family to Berlin from
Turkey when he was 10, works as a truck driver.

Mehmet

Renate

In Dresden, you will meet Sofie Pracht, a student at
the Technische Universitit. Sofie is studying biology
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and wants to become a biologist. Her best friend is
Willi Schuster, who is also a student at the TU
Dresden. Marta Szerwinski, a friend of Sofie’s and
Willi’s, comes from Poland, but is currently working
in Dresden.

Mart

» Sofie

Willi

In the Munich neighborhood of Schwabing, you
will meet two families: the Wagners and the Rufs. In
the Wagner family, you will meet Josie and Uli, their
son Ernst, and their daughters, Andrea and Paula. Jens
Kriiger, their cousin, comes to visit quite often, so you
will meet him as well. The Wagners’ neighbors are the
Ruf family: Jochen Ruf, a writer who works at home
and takes care of the children and household, and
Margret, a businesswoman who is president of Firma
Seide, which manufactures toys. They have two chil-
dren: Jutta, who is a student at the Goethe Gymna-
sium (high school) with Jens Kriiger, and Hans, her
younger brother.

die Familie Wagner
= Uli

Jens

Margret

There are others in the neighborhood as well, such
as Herr Giinter Thelen and Herr Alexander Siebert,

Frau Sybille Gretter, Frau Judith Kérner, Michael
Pusch— who is very taken with himself — and his
girlfriend, Maria Schneider.

Herr Alexander

Yrau Judith
Siebert

Kotner

HCTY’
Gunter Thelen

7‘ 'Michael

In Austria, you will get to know Richard Augen-
thaler, who is 18 and has just graduated from high
school.

Kichard

In Switzerland, you will meet the Frisch family,
Veronika and Bernd and their three children.
Veronika and Bernd live and work in Ziirich, but they
like to travel, and we will follow them on different
occasions.

Yosematie



