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INTRODUCTION

| call nobody's bluff when | say that the English language nay be -
indeed. rs - a thing of beauty and a joy for ever for many of us. but it is
also, particularly for those unfortunaie beings trying to speak English
when it does not come naturally to them, e.g., parrots, foreigners, Radio
One disc-jockeys, fraught with problems and perils.

So bizarre and irrational is our English vocabulary that a iknowledge of
other languages, even Latin and Greek, is not much help in trying to find
out the meaning of a great many English words, even to somebody like
myself who speaks English fluently, well up to O-level standard. For
instance. | wonder how many readers, however deeply Briish, knew the
meanings of more than two or three of the following useful and everyday
words (well, they were useful and everyday once)?

Bonze:The Portuguese word for a Japanese clergyman.
Vives: An equine disease ot the submaxiflary glands.
Muckiuck: An Eskimo's boot.

Jettatura: The spell of the evil eye.

Zwanziger: An old Austrian silver coin.

Bearleap: A Tudor housewife's farge shopping-basket.
Wapenlake: An early administrative division of Yorkshire.

There are probably as many word fanciers like us as there are bird
fanciers, yet we have no Royal Society for the Protection of Words, or
Word Sanctuaries (affiliated to the Wildvowel Trust), and so iovely oid
words like those above fall by the wayside and drop out of the language.
But, and it's a big but. we who 'ov  the langua "2 and enjoy messing
about with it now have something immediately helpful, a guide to living
English, a book, Word File, to nourish and sustain us in playing our little
but obsessional word-games. Stuck for a « 3-letter wora. hyphenated, a
tree, beginning TOO. . ? Page 286 There it is: TOOTHACHE-TREE.
Win your Scrabble” game if there is such a thir g as an 8-le*ter word
beginning with Z? There is. Page 135 ZASTRUGA. Geographical.

You can look words up fiom whatever starting-point you wish —
number of letters in word, subject-maiier, alphabetical order. . .

So it you are reading this Preface i a bookshop, art Take this
book over to the till imiaediately pay for it and pop it proc iy into your
bearieap. It's all i a Yorkshire diviaon to an Eskimo's L .t that you'll

never reqgret it _ .
Y . / / /M’/’?
- 4 : T
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Word File is reaily very simple to use. In most word puzzling, both the
number of letters and subject of the required word are known. For this
reason, the book has been categorised systematically into main
headings, most of which divide into several sub-sections. In each section
all the relevant words are arranged alphabetically within lists of three to
fifteen letters. So, you just check the particular subject you need in the
Index, turn straight to the relevant page and zone in to the required
word-length for the instant solution.

Notes
(a)  Whereas standard ‘s’ plurals are not listed, common irregular
plurals (eg, FUNGI) have been included.

(b)  Where any one word has two accepted spellings, both have been
listed.

(c) Where abbreviated forms of words such as SAINT occur (eg,
ST BERNARD), they appear strictly alphabetically.

(d) if you are looking for a particular kind of person, you must refer to
PEOPLE, as they are not listed under ary other heading (eg,
FARMER is not in AGRICULTURE, but may be found under
PEOPLE, sub-heading WORKERS).

(e) If a word is not in one list where you think it should be, it may weli
appear in another more specialised list (eg, RIFLE is not to be
found in MILITARY TERMS, but is in WEAPONRY).

(f) Words have been duplicated in certain lists where there is an
obvious overlap (eg, BAROMETER is in INSTRUMENTS &
GAUGES as well as METEOROLOGY).
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“Words are, of course, the most powerful drug used by
mankind.”

RUDYARD KIPLING
(Speech, February 14th, 1923)
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GADWALL
GOBBLER
GORCOCK
GORCROW
GOSHAWK
GOSLING
GRACKLE
GREYHEN

6

GREYLAG
GREY OWL
HACKLET
HALCYON
HAMBURG
HARRIER
HATCHER
HOATZIN
ICE-BIRD
JACAMAR
JACINTH
JACKDAW
JACOBIN
KAMICHI
KESTREL
KILLDEE
LAPWING
LAUGHER
LEGHORN
LICH-OWL
MALLARD
MANAKIN
MARABOU
MARTLET
MINIVET
MINORCA
MOORHEN
MUDLARK
NOCTULE
OIL-BIRD
ORTOLAN
OSTRICH
OVEN-TIT
PEACOCK
PEA-FOWL
PELICAN
PENGUIN
PINTAIL
PINNOCK
PINTADO
POCHARD
POE-BIRD
POULARD
POY-BIRD
PUTTOCK
QUETZAL
RAINBOW
REDPOLL
REDWING
ROOSTER
ROSELLA
RUDDOCK

SAKERET
SAW-BILL
SCOOPER
SEA-BIRD
SEA-CROW
SEA-DOVE
SEA-DUCK
SEA-FOWL
SEAGULL
SEA-HAWK
SEA-LARK
SERIEMA
SIRGANG
SKIMMER
SPARROW
SQUACCO
STANIEL
SUN-BIRD
SWALLOW
TANAGER
TATTLER
TINAMOU
TITLARK
TITLING
TOURACO
TUMBLER
VULTURE
VULTURN
WAGTAIL
WARBLER
WAX-BILL
WAX-WING
WHOOPER
WIDGEON
WOOD-OWL
WREN-TIT
WRYBILL
WRYNECK

AASVOGEL
AIGRETTE
ALCATRAS
AMADAVAD
ARAPUNGA
BALD-COOT
BALDPATE
BARNACLE
BATELEUR
BEE-EATER

BELL-BIRD
BERGHAAN
BLACKCAP
BLUEBIRD
BLUEWING
BOATSILL
BOAT-TAIL
BOBOLINK
BOB-WHITE
BRANCHER
BROWN OWL
CAGE-BIRD
CAGELING
CALL-BIRD
CAPUCHIN
CARACARA
CARGOOSE
CHURN-OWL
COCKATOO
COCK-BIRD
COCKEREL
CURASSOW
DABCHICK
DANDY-HEN
DIDAPPER
DIPCHICK
DOTTEREL
DUCKHAWK
DUCKLING
DUCKMOLE
DUNDIVER
EAGLE-OWL
FALCONET
FAUVETTE
FIRE-BACK
FIRE-BIRD
FISH-HAWK
FLAMINGO
FORKTAIL
GAME-BIRD
GAME-COCK
GAREFOWL
GARGANEY
GREENLET
GROSBEAK
GUACHARO
HACKBOLT
HANGEIRD
HANGNEST
HAWFINCH
HAZEL HEN
HEATH-HEN

HERNSHAW
HICKWALL
HORNSILL
HORSEMAN
KING-BIRD
KING-CROW
LANDRAI
LANGSHAN
LANNERET
LORIKEET
LOVEBIRD
LYRE-BIRD
MACAROUN!
MAN-OF - WAR
MAOR! HEN
MEGAPODE
MIRE-DRUM
MOORCOCK
MOORFOWI
MORE-PORK
MURRELET
MUSK-DUCK
MUTE SWAN
NESTLING
NIGHTJAR
NIGHT-OWL
NUTHATCH
OLD SQUAW
OVEN-BIRD
OX-PECKER
PARAKCET
PEA-CHICK
PERCOLIN
PETCHARY
PHEASANT
POORWILL
POPINJAY
PUFF-BIRD
RAIN-BIRD
RED-SHANK
REDSTART
REED-BI"iD
REEDL!"G
REED-\/REN
RICE-='RD
RING DOVE
RING-TAIL
ROCK-BIRD
ROCK-DOVE
ROCKETER
ROCK-LARK
SAGE-COCK



SAND-LARK
SCREAMER
SEA-EAGLE
SEA-SNIPE
SHAKE-BAG
SHELDUCK
SHOE-BILL
SILKTAIL
SKUA-GULL
SNOW-BIRD
SNOWY OWL
SONGBIRD
SORE-HAWK
STARLING
SURF-BIRD
SWIFTLET
TAPACULO
TAWNY-OWL
TELL-TALE
TERCELET
TERU-TERO
THRASHER
THRESHER
THROSTLE
TITMOUSE
TOUCANET
TRAGOPAN
TREMBLER
TROUPIAL
UMBRETTE
WATER-HEN
WHEATEAR
WHIMBREL
WHINCHAT
WHITECAP
WILD DUCK
WOOD-CHAT
WOOQDCOCK
WOOD-IBIS
WOODLARK
WOODWALE
WOOD-WREN
ZOPILOTE

ALBATROSS
ANT-THRUSH
BALD-EAGLE
BALDICOOT
BALTIMORE

BECCAFICO
BEEFEATER
BERGANDER
BLACKBIRD
BLACKCOCK
BLACKGAME
BLACKHEAD
BLACK SWAN
BLOOD-BIRD
BOWER-BIRD
BRAMBLING
BULLFINCH
CAMPANERO
CASSOWARY
CEDAR-BIRD
CHAFFINCH
CHICKADEE
CHICKLING
COAL-MOUSE
COCKATIEL
COCK-ROBIN
CORMORANT
CORNCRAKE
CROSSBILL
DANDY-COCK
DECOY-DUCK
DICKY-BIRD
EAGLE-HAWK
EIDER-DUCK
FIELDFARE
FIELD LARK
FIG-PECKER
FIRECREST
FLEDGLING
FLUTE-BIRD
FRIARBIRD
FROGMOUTH
GALLINAZO
GALLINULE
GERFALCON
GIER-EAGLE
GOLDCREST
GOLDEN-EYE
GOLDFINCH
GOOSANDER
GREY-GOOSE
GUILLEMOT
GUINEA-HEN
GYRFALCON
HEATHBIRD
HEATHCOCK
HEATH FOWI

HEN-DRIVER
HERONSHAW
HIGH-FLIER
HONEY-BIRD
HORNED OWL
INCUBATOR
JACK-SNIPE
JENNY-WREN
KITTIWAKE
MALLEE-HEN
MALLEMUCK
MERGANSER
MEROPIDAN
MESSENGER
MIRE-SNIPE
MOUND-BIRD
NIGHT-BIRD
NIGHT-FOWL
NIGHT-HAWK
NUTJOBBER
NUTPECKER
ORPINGTON
OSSIFRAGA
OSSIFRAGE
OWL-PARROT
PADDY-BIRD
PARTRIDGE
PEREGRINE
PETAURIST
PHALAROPE
PINE-FINCH
PLUME-BIRD
PTARMIGAN
RAZOR-BILL
REDBREAST
RIFLE-BIRD
RING-OUSEL
ROCK-PIPIT
SABRE-WING
SALANGANE
SANDPIPER
SATIN-BIRD
SCALD-CROW
SCRUB-BIRD
SEA-PARROT
SEA-TURTLE
SEDGE-BIRD
SEDGE-WREN
SHELDRAKE
SHOVELLER
SKUNK-BIRD
SNAKEBIRD

SNOW-FINCH
SNOWFLAKE
SNOW-GOOSE
SOLITAIRE
SORE-EAGLE
SPOONBILL
STILT-BIRD
STINK-BIRD
STOCK-DOVE
STONECHAT
STONE-HAWK
STORM-BIRD
STORM-COCK
SWAN-GOOSE
SWART-BACK
SWORD-BILL
TALEGALLA
THICKHEAD
THICK-KNEE
TROCHILUS
TRUMPETER
TURKEY-HEN
TURNSTONE
UMBER-BIRD
WATER-BIRD
WATER-COCK
WATER-FOWL
WHALE-HEAD
WHITEHEAD
WHITEWING
WIDOW-BIRD
WILD GOOSE
WIND-HOVER
WOOD-SPITE
WYANDOTTE

ABERDEVINE
ANDALUSIAN
AUSTRALORP
BLUEBREAST
BLUETHROAT
BRENT-GOOSE
BRONZE-WING
BUDGERIGAR
BUFFLEHEAD
BURROW-DUCK
BUSH-SHRIKE
BUTTER-BIRD



