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The chinese peaple had Iong sufféred ruthless oppres- -
sion undér feudal, imperialist, and bureaucrat-capitalist
rule, eking out 2 bare existence. Nevertheless, they never .
 ceased ' struggling to ~achieve liberation. Under - ex~
tremely diﬁwult conditions and over a prolonged period, -
rse‘of the strugples, occurred innumerable svul— S
1 stzmng, me incidents. :
] Many foreign friends have. asked that these stories be .
. recorded, 'They felt that, knowing through what vieis- -
: situdes the Chinese- ‘people had passed; knowing the in-
i “redible ' privations they had experienced, the un-
:eiievahh difficulties they had surmounted — knowing ‘
tﬁese things, they would understand clearly how, step o
by step, 'they had achieved their great victory, crowned. |
t by the declirstion on. October 1, 1949 orf the Chinese : i
People's Republic. .
A couecﬂﬁm has been made, of which this vo!ume is N
! part, gmimg in¢idents recorded by those wha part:mpaté& : ‘
in them." “They have been translated into mreign la:n-
.guages and.are now being “published. » ’
" In this wlmm are collected stories of the World— .

’ mf“w*—-m},m -
L]

'\'amous Iong March of the Chinese Workers' ‘and -

raasants"ﬁgd Army during the period 1934-36. To help .
aadm 'Wsmnd the stories, we give a brief deswrip- L
: s




' When in 1931 the Japanese mpez'ialists occupxed t:he
Ncrth—east, China was confronted with a eritical situa<
tion. The Kuomintang regime, however, ignoring the
demand of the pgople to resist the Japenese invaders and,
~ save the motherland, sdopted a policy of non-resistance
. towards the Japanese. Instéad, they eoncenirated their
‘attacks on the revolutmnary bases led by the Chinese
- Comimunist Party. . -
. In QOctober 1933, Chiang Kai-shek gaﬂiemd togetlm-
' one million troops and launched the fifth campaign of en-
circlement against the revolutionary bases — mainly the,
centralbasemKlangs:meneewitthdunasths
_ ¢entre. By then, the Red Army throughout the couniry
““had grown to 300,000 men; and the civilian arned forees,
. haed also greatly developed. Food and other matérial
- were in good supply. The m’bensxﬁcatlon vof ‘the a arig@
‘reform in the revolutionary bases, the develapment uf
' life

L of the people made them-princ1pally tha peasanﬁ;
- enthusiastic in backing the revolutionary war. B |
& In November of that year, the “Fukien ,!nczdent” & [
SR curred The 19th Route Army, originaily under Ku
L1+ tang command, led by Tsai Ting-kai and Chiang ] :
? . o#l, joined with Li Chi-shen and other Kuomintagy

. . members to form the “People’s Revolutionary Gav i o
) ~ ment of the Chinese. Republic” in Fulien, and slgned @
. ' agreement with the Red Army to oppose Chiang Kai-shet
...~ .and resist the Japanese aggressors. As g result, the B
.+ Army had more advantageous conditions.in this camp
.. .against encirclement than in the-previous four.
“er . Unfortunately, the Communist Party was then
e the qommamm of the third “leftist” h‘ne. The
. opp r»,,tswhowveremcontml@ithé?ﬂrty g
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Weim Wu Huan-hmen and Hsu: Hai-tung, an‘ived at
Shensi from the border of-Hupeh, Honan and Anhwei: The‘
activitjes of these three advance units upset the arrange-

: ment of the enem: Xy forces and enabled the Red My in
the ‘entral base - the First Front Army--to L_"_lete
in the main preparatmns for the Long March, .

In October 1934, the main force of the First Front
Army, totalling 85, 000 men (or 100,000 inclusive of the
government functmnanes), under the direct leadm'ship

_ of the. Central Committee of the Communist Party,
- gtarted from the central base on the Long March, leaving -
. ‘gnly a partial force led by Chen Yi, Hsiang' Ymg, ‘,Bmg
T‘se-hul and Chang Ting-cheng in the base to carry out
guerrilla warfare and cover the msin' force in wea&ing :
. through the encirclement. After bréaching four blockade
. lines formed by 400,000 enemy troops, the F}rst
Army arrived at the borderland of Hunan and Kw&m:
in Nwember 1934 and pushed towards the Hunan-Hupeh- -
uan-Kweichow base set- up by the Second Frosf
., Army. Chiang Kai-shek, mmortalfearoftheiammgﬁ
" {forces of the two Red Armies, hurriedly mustergd & force -
g boutsmumeslargerthantheRedArmytointeregpt :
* the latter in western Hunan. He also ordered the Kwai
" .warlords to attack the Red Army from northern me@i
. trying to surround and anmhilate the First Front: Mmy
“The situation looked serious, Becatise of the firm argu-
.ment of Mao Tse-tung and the’ support of a. majorrﬁy of
* {he leading comradess the Fipst Front Army altered -its .
: »cnmse and advanced towards Kwelchow where the;eiaemy < -
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slmved dawn» the movement of the troops. Undet - the
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Tt northern Kweichow. There they took & rest of 12 ¢

ﬂays, during which period they replenished their ranks
-with four thousand new fighters. The Communist Party
.also called an enlarged meeting of the Central Political
" Bureau — the “Tsunyi Conference” - which had grgat

esigmifmaneé in the lnstory of the revolution. .

. The leading members who were guilty of “leftist”

" jnistakes, having causad the Red Army to suffer by car-

gymg out an incorrect  policy during Chiang Kai-shek’s
ffth campaign of enmrclement, became frightened. - They
failed to do a good job-of political agitation at the begin- '

. nibg of the Long March. Then, during the Long March,.

eir-sole thcught was to steer clear of the enemy, with

| ﬁaerresult that the Red Army was eften made to, fulfil a

passWe -role, and- morale suffered. They -also fed
lm'ge commanding and rear-service organizations whic

drig and pursuit of the enemy, the Red Army was ’
rilled several times, Bythetxme they reached Tsunyi

 th Januaty 1935, the First Front Army had suffered 8 loss
ﬁ&ﬁﬂpermtofitsstrength

This serious condition could net but open the eyes ef .
' & majority of the lsading membe | ot
“of the Party (including many whn had been guﬂty of

" “leftist” mistakes) to the error of the “leftist” line. Led .

by Mao Tse-tung, they waged a resolute struggle against -

, ‘the line of “left” opportunism, 'Thus the rule of the third

the Party was ended at the Tsunyi Con-

‘;‘-';Eereme which élemd Mao Tse-tung Secnetary of the' '
o ‘@mtml Searetanat.
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_ After the Tsunyi Conference, the First FrOnt Army
H .. adopted a mobile tactic, taking the initiative into its own
hands. In February 1935, they wiped out fom' enemy

'~ the beginning of the Long March.. After this, » Fn’st
Front Army, confusing the énemy by feints, succeeded ir
giving them the slip. They crossed the swift Golden Sand ,

" River on the border of Szechuan and Yunnan in & pistte
of nine days and nine nights in May. S
The Red Army had escaped from the bl‘*‘f";“
humﬁreds of thousands of enemy troops. It was the de- '
" ¢lstve victory in the Long March, From that ﬁme on-
- ward, they went north along western Szecht
ﬁhe Tatu River, scaled the Great Snow Mmmtain Eange :
“shd reached: Mackung in June 1935, joining forces with
" the Fourth Front Army led by Chang Ktio-tao mﬂ Hﬁu
. Hsiang-chien in the Szechuan-Shensi base. -
Chang Kuo-tae, one of the leaders of the Four
 Army, lost cohfidence in the prospect of the r
aﬁtef the ﬁascb of the ﬁ:fth antx—encxrclement car

. .dman-Shensi base and moved oﬁ towards ;
-Bzechuan, intending to withdraw — flee, acmaﬁy:-.’. :
towards south-west China. After the First and Pourth
_ Front Armies joined forces, the Central Commité
.. the Party headed by Mao Tse-tung decided to re
the Szechuan-Shensi-Kansu base, so as to pmmﬁe
growing national anti-Japanese movement. Chang Ki
tac opposed this decision and demanded that fhe ﬁeﬁﬁ‘ai o
~Committee be re-organized in. accordahce with his pmp-
-osition. To convince him, the Central Committes otdered
theRedArmytostopfort’mmenﬁmeﬁﬁgmm
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. T twk the
"' armies of the Fourth Front Army, which had been put

S ﬁnﬂmmu,crossad M

- “; Hioped above and.the Red. Any guereils o
’Ehrh-tan then manoeuvring in northern Shensi) ':Im .
“ber, the two_ Red Armws together repﬁlseﬁ m, .

north-westem Szechuan, and called two ithportant

' mieetings to discuss the course to be taken by the Red
" Army. Finally, Chang Kuo-tao accepted nemmally the

line decided by the Central Co:

" In August 1935, the Red Atmy contimle& to march-

north in two coluran: —the right led by the Central
CmnmltteeafthepartymdManﬁ&tung the lettby
Chang Kuo-tao, Teh and Liu Po-cheng. However,
‘when the left celmn reached Apa (now under the Apa
- Tibetan Autonomous’ Chou in Szecbuan), Chang Kuo-fao

agamretund’wemyouttheotﬂw(:mtmlm

Committee and, detaining Chu Teh and Liu Po-cheng,
south. ‘He also ordered secretly the twa

Imdertherigmdalmn,tegosouthmthhmmw

to. Tienchuan and Xushan (pow  north of Yaan in
' ) Later,heﬁpealy raised slogens against the

ﬂhemtumlbm';erlaats&kouenthebmdetﬁ

Inthe foﬂowmg mpmth they ‘the

an Mountain and entemﬂsmﬁhm- |
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‘ Ied 'by Chang Kuo-tao which was biding. its time thete.

mittee of tha Party and support his runaway polm? aii&
“his - anti-Party, disruptive activities. This 'atfe ‘

- Mo Lung and Kuan Hsiang-ying, leaders’ of -the S¢
- Front Army. Together with Chu Teh and Liu Po-theng
. who were being detained, they waged a resclute smi‘ggk
. aguinst the runaway policy advocated by Chang Kuo-tao.

Because of this struggle, and becausie the Central Cofn~

‘with the failure of the attempt to establish a‘ base ‘in
.westéern Szechuan, Chang Kuo-tao ‘had to disband hls
‘bogus “party cenire” and, in July, lead the Fourtt
" Sevond Front Armies northwards.’ They reached Hui: -
ping in Kansu in Octaber and jomed forces mth the First
©' < ¢ Pront Army. With the meeting of the three main forces
BEEE. - 3 the Red Army — the Fn'st Second, ané Fﬁuﬁh Fmﬁ

It was not uutll the eve of the wctory of the War af
Liberation at the begmmng of 1948 that the Ceniral

' Comunittee of the Party moved from this reg;xon to the

vieinity of Shihchiachuang in Hopet. -
In November 1935, the Second Front Army, having fﬂl—
filled the task of covering the First Front Army in the

-Long March by carrying out guerrilla warfare at the rear

of the enemy, get out on the Long Mareh itself, followmg
apprommately the same route traversed by the First
Front Army. In June 1936, it reathed Kantse in westérn
juan and joined forces with the Fourth Front Axmy

ChangKuo—taohadalreadysetupabogus“partym—

‘tre” He tned to mcite the leaders of the Second Fof

however, met with the firm opposinon of Jen Pmﬁ@ ,

mmee of the Party persisted in the poli¢y of uniﬁngm
winning over those who had ¢ommitted mistakes, tagemai’ :

vili



. T e O <R s

much greater numbers the Red Army had to advance

o 'mm:nvers, as well &s danger

‘ Arrmes-ﬂ‘xe Lcmg March wlneh ‘had extended for twa

.years' was - triumphanily. brought te an end.
The Long March is a great epic unexampled in Chinese
- history. The farthest distance covered by the Red Army -
;was %wo&exﬁending in terms of order, over Fukien,
7 gsi, Kwanglung, Hunan, Kwangsi, Kwsichow,
, Yummu Bikang, Szechuan, Kapsu and Shensi, totalling
-eleven provinces. Chiang Kai-shek had exerted his ut-
Ama&teﬁmt@mobﬂizehmerackmymdairﬁmee

T units to unite with the troops of warlords and landlords’ .

- srmed forces in various provinces, and to set up defence
" works at natural barriers along the route of advance ‘of
the Bed Army, wh!le never lefstmg-up in his attacks, ,To

- gvoid an enemy 'which was far beiter equipped and in

desolate regions, crossing lofty fountains and tur

. ous shogls and treacherous .
i\@&%ﬁs particularly in western Szechuan, with its snow
. fmountain riﬁng 5,000 metres above sea level, and its

mmdemus marshlands. These regions were mmiy
" their . general poverty. and sparse population md
. ghortage of food. ‘The national minorities -of the m
' for historical reasons, were full of animosity towards the
Hans. To edd to all these, wereéiﬁiwlﬁmthafm
“fiom the revolution itself — the mistakes of the third .
“‘Ibﬁfst” Iine during the earty stage of the L«mg March

. IﬁklmetﬂlymcegmmatthemngMamhmokmm
. ﬁm Gctober 1934 to October 1935, covering the time taken w

¥rst Front Army of the Chinese Workers’ and Peasant
Klangsi to nort!mm Shemi. Actualhv the perio

n;'
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and, later, the runaway- policy of Chang Kuo—tao and his
" anti-Party, disruptive activities. ‘
= All these difficulties and hazards, however, did ' not
" prevent- the Red Army from achieving victory in*the
" Long March, That was because, first and foremost, the
RedAtmywas’IedbyaMarxlst Leninist Party, theﬁam
munist Party. que its founding in 1921, the Party
‘ tempered through “a’ leng revolutionary -struggle, had
i to combine Marxist-Leninist theory with the’,
revoh:tmnary practice of China, had accumulated. much
-experience, particularly the experience of revolutiopary
‘war, and had trained a large number of leading pmm :
.nel. After the Tsunyi Conference, .the Cediral Coin~
‘mittee of ﬁmPartyh»eadedbzyMaoTse—nmgwaaNab—

- . lished, which carried out a correct line;-' Not only . was

- it good at struggling with all kinds of enemies; it was
good also at carrying out inner-Party struggle and wer— '
eoming shortcomings and mistakes within its own ranks.
']zt’tlevxctﬂry of the Long March of ﬁleRedArmwﬁfﬂ
Jhave been. mconoeivab}ce without the eerreet
of the Party, - - -
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-i* WITH CHAIRMAN MAO ON THE

LONG MARCH

Vd

e eom:mr. CHEN CHANG-FENG

R was on one evemng in Apnl 1935 1 remember, that

we reached the Golden Sand River, we bemg the Oth, -
' lat, 5th ‘and’ 3rd Red Army Groups, and the Cadres’

to the Firgt Front Red“Army.

."jﬂentral Commttee staff was also with us. The

Gbiden Sand River was the first big river to face us after
' ‘-aftheWukmang Itwasmspate,vﬁthangry
ck‘agon—headed waves confronting us. ' All the leaders

~ ‘were greatly concemed with the problem of crossing,
‘we had practically no-craft at our command. airma
Mao, of course, was in the thick’ of these dlscussmns,

whiéh went on all fight.

T wai his personal bodygusrd. Just befm'e “dawn I, .
emsseﬂ with him. We had hardly Iaﬂdéﬂ when he was;
* off to General Liu Po-cheng (the Chief-c#-8ta¥f) to plan
. ‘the next stage of the march. I set sbout looking for
-Mewheneforhlmtouseasatemmyaﬁmeana
,..hmne '

_ Tt didn’t look hopeful. The river bank

e was nothing

':bat bare rocks, with a few holes in the' eliffs, dripping
' iﬁsth nicisture; hardiy big enough to be called ciives. I

ght in vain for planks or even straw to use for a bed.

. ;,Iﬁ’ﬂm end I had to lay out a piece of oﬂe& eibﬁh -and

L ‘ -
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put the blanket on that, feeling that that would at least
- give him something to lie down on—he hadn’t rested .

at all the whole night. Come to that, he had had no
rest for the last few days. :
. My next task was to lay out his do r'.’ﬁ-—ﬁmaps

and papers. Usually I did it with his secretary Com-
rade Huang, whenéver we made cpmp. We used ﬁo. rig
up some kind of a table or desk. But now. there was
nothing at all to use even as a makeshift, and Comrade
Huang was still on the other side of the river. I couldn’t
thirk what to do. 1 tried pinning one map up on the
side of the cave; but it was no good — it was jﬁst sand

 and wwldn*t hold the nail, and there wasn't. rgom to
-mem the documents out. Already I was%&fmuﬁh

time; T was expecting Chairman Mao bk from his con~
ference, any minute, and I hadn't even got a- dmp of
boiled water ready. I knew he would need it, afte

hehadbeenthrough Iputasidetheprablméiﬁle

jocuments and hurried out o see what I cmxld do, ebom )
the water. .

It was broad dayhght when Chairman Maa di& come
back and sent for me. WhenIreathhecaVﬂIsaw_

_tha.‘c ‘'h¢ was standipg there, deep imthMt,

“You've aome back,” I said,

“M'm . erything ready?” L

“T've- done What I can,” I said, pminting at tl!e ’Md »
“There are no boards to be found, so I've made thh up.

B Wﬂiyouhe@awniarabﬁ? Thewaterwﬂlbebaﬁled

any, minute.” A
I turned to go.to see how the water was |

_butheealledmeback

“Haven’t you found me a plaee to work?” hef asbéd
. 3 N



