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A NOTE ON THE SPECIAL FEATURES IN THIS BOOK

People around the world share many common traits, but they
also enjoy unique cultural differences. To help you better
understand world literature, this book offers four special ways of
getting to know the countries and peoples of the world. Each of
the following features acknowledges that in order to understand
literature from around the world, you have to know something
about the part of the world the literature is from.

Map of the Contemporary World (pages xxii-xxiii)
Here you’ll find an up-to-date map that you can use as a

reference whenever you read a selection. This large, accurate map
will provide context for the many specialized maps that you'll find
throughout the book.

Preview: The Author and the World (preceding most selections)
Most selections in this book begin with a special Preview page.

Here you’ll learn where the author is from and find that country
highlighted on a locator map of the world.

Then you'll find a Geography and Culture feature that gives
you background on the geography, culture, and history of the
country in which the selection takes place. This background will
help you to immerse yourself in the piece of literature. Below this
information you’ll find a detailed map of the country or area.

On the facing page is a list of all the Geography and Culture
features that appear on the Preview pages. Looking down the list,
you should get a sense of how much the world’s literature—and
this book—have to offer you.

Culture Links (at the end of each unit)
At the end of each unit you’ll be able to stand back and look
at its literature from a fresh point of view in the Culture Link.

Literature and Culture Sourcebook (pages 544-583)

Here you'll find dynamically written and dramatically illustrated
overviews of ten significant regions of the world. This section
provides insights and connections between a region’s literature
and its culture. You'll find yourself turning to these pages time and
time again as you move from one literature selection to another.

The topics covered in the Literature and Culture Sourcebook
are Classical Greece and Rome, Italy, France, Spain, Latin America,
Germany, Russia and Eastern Europe, China and Japan, Africa, and
India and the Middle East.
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