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PREFACE

‘Whenever the world—famous 10,000 Li » Great Wall is mentioned, sons and daughters of the Chinese people
all over the world will feel proud of it. Whenever the Chinese People’s Liberation Army is mentioned, all common
Chinese people will warmly praise it as " The Great Wall of Steel and Iron”.

This kind of praise has its own reason. Though this people’s armed force,under the absolute leadership of the
Chinese Communist Party, has changed its name several times since its founding on August 1,1927— it was first
called the Chinese Workers’®: Peasants’ Red Army, then the 8th Route Army and the New 4th Army, then the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army, yet its purpose to stand with the people firmly and to serve the people heart and
soul has never changed. The aims this army has fought for several decades have been ; "to release the people from
disasters and miseries; to establish a socialist new China, in which the people will be its host; to safeguard the
sovereignty over its territorial land, air and waters and its marine interests; to maintain the unification and security
of the motherland; to strive for the people a life of happiness and tranquility” , and fruitful results have been
brought about. The Chinese People’s Liberation Army in people’s heart and mind,is a Great Wall of Steel and
Iron,which safeguards the motherland and protects its people. This is also the most essential reason for choosing ”
People’s Army” as the name of this large Pictorial.

There is a saying in {Zuo Zhuan} x * that ” Justice makes an army strong, injustice makes it dying”. An
army for justice is full of strength and vitality. In the years of war, this army of ours, though small in scale and in-
ferior in equipment and in circumstances full of hardship and difficulties, yet in the face of the formidable enemy, it
had not been annihilated by the enemy, and on the contrary, the more battles it fought, the stronger it became.
Finally it has destroyed all domestic and foreign reactionaries thoroughly and established New China. The most
important reason of it lies in the fact that this army is for the cause of justice and has been fighting for it with bold-
ness and assuredness; what it represents is democracy, progress, brightness, and the people’s besic interests. It is
a general truth that if morality and justice is on your side, you will win unanimous support, if not, you will win
little. During the socialist modernization construction period, in addition to the tasks of consolidating national de-
{fense, resisting against foreign invasion, safeguarding the motherland, the People’s Liberation Army spares no ef-
forts to assist and participate directly national economic construction and to make contribution to the prosperity of
the nation and the happiness of the people. Therefore, it can consistently win the whole —hearted supports from
the people of various nationalities and from various social aspects.

The Chinese People’s Liberation Army is famous for its boldness and skilifulness in fighting. The military
miracles of the Counter-Encirclement and Suppression and the 25, 000 Li Long March created during the Red
Army Period have been praised both at home and abroad. The magnificent undertaking of resistance against
Japanese invasion and the final victory over it have already gone in the world anti-fascist history. The three major
campaigns in the Liheration War have added another magnificent page to the domestic and international history of
war. The heroic spirits and deeds of the Chinese People’s Volunteer Army in the Anti-US and Aiding Korea War
made the enemy, who always regarded themselves as infallible, fled pell-mell when facing the Chinese People’s
Volunteer Army. Its fighting career of several decades has been fully proven to the world that the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army is dauntless and unbented. It never feels afraid of enemies but makes enemies terror-stricken. Af-
ter the founding of the New China, the tasks of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army has undergone some

changes, but its nature never changes. Its purpose of fighting for the justice cause and people’s interests never
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changes. Tts sacred missions of safeguarding the sovereignty over its territorial lands, air and waters and the marine
rights and interests, and of maintaining the security and the unification of the motherland, have set the target of
building-up a powerful, modernized and standardized revolutionary armed force. Now the Army is marching
toward to this target with full confidence. In the Spring of 1996, the combined manceuvre, held along the
Southeast Sea has fully demonstrated the achievements gained in the new period of the construction of the Army,
and has fully shown the confidence, the capahility and the proper means and measures in safeguarding the integrity
of its sovereignty and territory and in carrying out the sacred missions set by the Party and the people.

Another characteristic of the Peaple's Liberation Army is that the Army has paid great attention to civilization
construction of the Army. The fundamental principles of establishing a new-type-army, such as the absolute lead-
ership by the Party which was born in the early days of the Army, political, economic and military demacracy, the
three main rules of discipline and the eight points for attention, unity between the officers and the soldiers, unity
between the Army and the people, have laid the foundations to create the image of a civilized army. It is these prin-
ciples that have entailed many touching stories of the Army, such as the stories of strictly adhering to disciplines,
the unity between the Army and the pecple, the equality between the officers and the soldiers ,taking up the cudgels
for the justice cause, ete. , and have fostered thousands of advanced and model individuals,such as Dong Cunrui,
Qiu Shaoyun and Lei Feng etc. » who were loyal and devoted to the country, serving the people wholeheartedly,
and are deeply respected and praised by the people. People takes the People’s Liberation Army as a big school. This
school has brought up, generation by generation, new persons who are not only well—educated, and well —dis-
ciplined but also are full of ideals and morale. And the civilization which was cultivated by the Chinese Peaple’s
Liberation Army also has produced positive influences upon the whole society and has become an important factor in
fostering social civilization.

"Big barriers and long pass of the revolutionary course had been gone through. Yet there is still 2 long way a-
head to go.” In the past 70 years, the Chinese People’s Liberation Army has made immortal contribution, which
has won universal praise. Today, on the occasions of the turning of the century, of returning of Hong Kong and
Macao to the motherland, which will put an end to the humiliation post upon the Chinese people for century, and
of marching toward 21 century with hrand-new outlook, we deeply feel the glory and hardship of the responsibility
that the history has posted upon us. As an army of the people, the PLA will firmly adhere to Mao Zedong Military
Thought, Deng Xiaoping’s guide line in the build-up of the army in the new period, and the general requirements
imposing upon us by Chairman Jiang Zemin of ”qualified in politics, perfect in military, fine in style, strict in dis-
cipline and effective in support”, in the construction of the people’s army. We should never forget the heavy re-
sponsibility placed upon us by the motherland and its people. We will be prepared at any time to carry out the sacred
mission. We will continue generation by generation, the glorious history of the people’s army in the future years.

* "Li", a Chinese length measuring unit, approximately equal to 1/3 of a mile.

* % {Zuo Zhuan}, a Chinese history hook written in about 300 BC, hy Zuo Qiuming,of the Chinese ancient
history from 722 BC to 468 BC.

* % x Quoted from the peom "Memory of Qin E —— Loushan Pass” , written by Mao Zedong in February,
19356,
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1. Firm and correct political orientation, diligent and hard working style, [lexible strategy and tactics.
Mao Zedong March 5,1938

2. Strive to build up PLA into a strong, modernized, regularized. and revolutionary force.
Deng Xiaoping August 1, 1987

3. Qualified in politics, perfect in military, fine in style, strict in discipline and effective in support.
Jiang Zemin April 16, 1996




