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The Poems of Toshiko Takada

Translated by Akio Chida

KOBIAN-SHOBO
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Preface

This book is an English edition of Toshiko Takada’s
collection of poems. The writer is one of the leading
contemporary women poets of Japan. She has com-
posed a lot of poems which explain the depth of life
through her daily experiences. In plain style the
readers easily understand the writer’s delicate emotion.

This volume contains her twenty two poems already
read in The Poetry Reading Circle of Tokyo (PRC-T)
and some of them have been published in Poetry
Nippon.

Finally I would like to cordially thank Prof. M.
Zoboski, as a translating adviser, and Mr. Kinichi
Kimura, the publisher of Kobian Publishing Co. for

his kindness.



Toshiko Takada

Born at Nihonbashi in Tokyo, 1914.
Published “Getsuyobi no Uta (The Poem of Monday)” as a series on
Asahi Shinbun from 1960 to 1962, during which received the first
Toshiko Takeuchi Prize,
In 1965, got the Art Festival Prize in “Totsugu Musume ni (To My
Daughter To Be Married)” and “Itsutsu no Doga (Five Children-
Pictures)”.
And also founded the poetry circle “Nobi (Wild Fire)” in order to
connect life with poetry. Publishing the circle news “Nobi” every
season,
In 1967, got the 7th Saisei Muro Prize in the collection of poems
“Fuji (Wisteria)”.
In 1986, got the 10th Women’s Prize of Modern Poetry.
Address: 1-8-7 Takadanobaba Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 7160
Main works: “Getsuyo no Shishu (The Poems of Monday)” (1962),
“Fuji (Wisteria)” (1967), “Bara no Ki (A Rose Tree)” (1980), “Yume
no Te (A Hand in a Dream)” (1986), “Takada Toshiko Shishu I, II
(A Collection of Takada Toshiko’s Poems I, 1I)” (1978, 1982) etc.
Essay: “Musume e no Taisetsuna Okurimono (A Valuable Present
to My Daughter)”
Address: 1-8-7 Takadanobaba, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 160



Akio Chida

Born in Sendai, 1930.
Graduated from English Literature at Tohoku University.
At present assistant professor of Joshi Seigakuin Junior College,
Specialized in comparative culture.
Main translated works of Toshiko Takada.
“On a Rainy Day” (Poetry Nippon No. 41 & 42)
“Silver Thaw” (P. N. No. 43 & 44)
“A Donkey in the Desert” (P. N. No, 45 & 46)
“Cleaning Windows” (P. N. No. 59)
“Mother’s Hands” (P. N. No. 60)
Member of the Poetry Reading Circle of Tokyo.
Member of the Poetry Society of Japan.
Address: 604-6 Ochikawa, Hino-shi, Tokyo =191
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