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TEACHINIG NOTES

Cultures and Celebrations

Key Concepts Sections in the Theme
1. Every society has a way of life that people Mexico
share. This way of life makes up its culture. Italy
2. Culture and celebrations help create a sense Japan
of national identity among people. Egypt
3. Some parts of culture change, but modern and

traditional activities can exist side by side.

| Literacy Objectives

Vocabulary Genre Study
ancestor symbol Photo Essay
celebration traditional

culture unity Visual Literacy
dialect value Comparison Chart
national identity work ethic

society

Research & Write
Create Your Own Photo Essay

Comprehension Focus
Making Inferences

Background Information

About the Theme

Cultures and Celebrations explains how groups of  cultural practices bring people together. Students
people from four different places — Mexico, Italy, use the specific content and vocabulary within
Japan, and Egypt — have different ways of life, or each section to discuss and examine these big
cultures. While each section focuses on a different  ideas, or key concepts.

group of people, its values, traditions, clothing,

food, and celebrations, the same key concepts are For more detailed teaching notes and assessment
developed across all four sections to help students options, see the online Teacher’s Guide at

focus on the big ideas. The theme explores how www.ngschoolpub.org
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d Celebrations

Culture is the way people in one group live that makes
them different from other groups. Culture is made up

of many different things. These include traditions,
language, dress, ceremonies, and other ways of life

that a group of people share. Celebrations are also

an important part of culture. By looking at countries

such as , Italy, Japan, and , you can see

how cultural practices bring people together.

‘ KeyCOncepts

1. Every society has a way of life that people share.

. . . % 1% & % ia iC
This way of life makes up its culture. e

2. Culture and celebrations help create a sense of
national identity among people.

Egypt L5 d3tpt/
nik R

3. Some parts of culture change, but modern and
traditional activities can exist side by side.

dd /zed/ v. iR flavor /'flerve/ n.ik i& stand for X%

a

celebration /,selr'breifan/ identity /ar'dentiti/ n.7A 3] style /stail/ n. 3\ #

n R practice /'preektis/ n.3] {& suit /suit /viE &
ceremony /'serrmani/ n.{¢3\ religion /r1'lidzan/ traditional /tra'difanal/
costume /'kpstjum/ n.fRZ< nE=#, FM adj &£ %t #y

flat /fleet/ n. FRERY replace /ri'pleis/ v.BU{X value /'veelju:/ n. it BN




In this section you will learn
about the customs and
celebrations that make up
the culture @f Mexico.
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Step into Mexico. What do you see? You see people that are

a mix of Spanish and Mexican Indian. You may see children

playing soccer or marbles. Listen to the children speak. You
hear mostly Spanish, but also Mexican Indian languages.
Can you see churches? Most Mexicans are Roman Catholic,

but some follow other religions. Look and listen. What else

"  marble /'ma:bal/
n. SEEK HE L
Roman Catholic
ToREH
) ] ) . Spanish /'speaenif/
People have lived in Mexico for a very long time. n.FGHEF A

can you see and hear? @ik 5 % T

Mexican Indians were the first people in Mexico.

Y,
Then Spanish people came in the 1500s. For many 9\ /,,%ﬂ/
years, Mexico was ruled by Spain. SN /'3‘ ’
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Hernan Cortes, seated, led Spanish
soldiers into Mexico in 1519.
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Mexico Today

Mexico is a country in North America. Its people have _&izimiai

. : . locate
a way of life that mixes the past with the present. /leu'kert/ v.4iL F
Some parts of this way of life come from Mexican

Indian groups. Some parts of this way of life come from the Spanish.

Look at the map below. It shows you where Mexico is located.
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Key Concept 1 Every society has a way of life that
people share. This way of life makes up its culture.

Societies and Their Gultures

Every society has its own way of life, or culture. Some parts of culture
are easy to see. You can see how people dress and what they eat.
Others are not so easy to see. You cannot see what people believe. You

cannot always see what their values are.




Mexican Food

Have you ever eaten a tortilla? A tortilla (tore-
tee-yuh) is a flat bread made of corn meal or
wheat flour. Tortillas are a food that is part of

Mexican culture.

Frijoles (free-hoh-les), or beans, are another
important food in Mexico. Frijoles can be eaten
with tortillas or alone. Mexicans often add

spices to frijoles.

Chilies are an important
flavor in Mexican food.

159 33% 33 By 33 5T
chili /'t[1li/ n. 2T Bk #3

spice /spais/n. &}

18 % & % i@ iC

frijole /'frizhaul/

n3EE

taco /ta:kou/
=T EREEG

tortilla /to:'tizjo/

n.E K ¥ E 5

Meat and vegetables
can be wrapped in a
wheat-flour tortilla to
make a faco.

This woman is cooking tortillas
made of corn meal.



Mexican Values

Spending time with family and friends is important to Mexicans. i pmic

PO . . . S occasion
This is one of their values. Mexican people like to invite guests ik eon .

: . . 5.5 : ; . &, B%
to their homes. It is a sign of friendship. Mexicans like to say, pEe Ll

“Mi casa es tu casa.” This means, “My house is your house.”

PR 3 1.2
4 : >

Family and friends enjoy celebrating special occasions together.




Key Concept 2 Culture and celebrations help create
H a sense of national identity among people.

Gulture and National Identity

Certain things bring the people. of Mexico together.

15 132 3t By 37 iC
One of these things is the Mexican flag. Other bravery /'brewveri/
things are Mexican art and language. Celebrations p’:,rity /'pjuartti/

. . . . n. 4%, 4%
also bring Mexicans together. These things give the remind (of ) {% - & iR FI
. ) . stripe /straip/ n. 5 4
people a national identity.

Flag

The colors of the Mexican flag stand for values that
are important to Mexicans. The green stripe stands
for hope and victory. It reminds Mexicans of their
fight with Spain to be a free country. The white stripe
stands for the purity of Mexico’s values. The red stripe stands

for the bravery of Mexico’s national heroes.
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Military band performing in the Zocalo, Mexico city, Mexico.




Art

Mexico’s art is an important part of its culture.
People in Mexico have made pottery for
thousands of years. They often paint their pottery
with bright patterns.

Do you know what a mural is? A mural is a large
painting on a wall. One of Mexico's most famous artists

was Diego Rivera. He lived from 1886 to 1957. Rivera

) X ' . ) A Mayan plate made
painted murals about Mexican life. His wife, Frida Kahlo, | in Mexico more than

: 1,000 years ago

was also a well-known Mexican painter.

Mexican artist Diego Rivera i
painted this mural in Mexico City. || portrait of herself in the 1930s.
i B ‘ it S % AT

mural /'mjuaral/ n. B H

pattern /'peeton/ n.EIE
pottery /'potari/ n.f8 25

portrait /'po:trit/ n. B &




Music

Music is important in Mexican culture. Have you
ever heard a mariachi band? Mariachis are men who
sing. They also play guitars, trumpets, and violins.
Mariachis often wear frilly shirts and hats called
sombreros when they play. Mariachi bands are a

colorful part of Mexican culture.

Language

1% 1% £ % ia iC
frilly /'frili/ adj $B+#8i0 #Y

mariachi band

S AR R BA

sombrero /spm'brearau/
(EAF B FH) B EE
trumpet /'tramprt/ n. B Y\

Spanish is the official language of Mexico. Most Mexicans speak

Spanish every day. However, many Mexicans speak Mexican Indian

languages as well as Spanish. These languages are all part of Mexico’s

culture and national identity.

b —

A mariachi band plays
. for dancers in a park.




Celebrations

Mexican people have many national celebrations that
stand for their values. One of these is the Day of the Dead.
On this day, Mexicans remember their ancestors and other
relatives who have died. Often, the Mexican people build
altars for this celebration. An altar is a platform on which
food, flowers, and other objects are placed. Then family

members gather together to honor their dead ancestors.

Cinco de Mayo is a celebration about Mexican history.

I I 3 B 37 ST

ancestor /'zensasta/
n.48 5

firework /'faraw3a:k/
n.Ja R

parade /pa'reid/
n.iE4T

platform /'pleetfo:m/
nE&

®i% S % ia iC

altar /'o:lta/ n. %1%

skeleton /'skelitan/

n.gh 8%

Cinco de Mayo celebrates a Mexican victory over the French in 1862. Today,

people celebrate Cinco de Mayo with parades and fireworks. They sometimes

wear costumes and act out the Mexican victory.

/ A\ 7 q A ‘2 \

. Toy skeletons made for the Day of the Dead




