LET Us Now PRAISE
FAMOUS MEN

JAMES AGEE - WALKER EvVANS

THE AMERICAN CLASSIC, IN
WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHS, OF THREE
TENANT FAMILIES IN THE DEEP SOUTH

CHELLEPERLEEEEERIERRA

LEEEEEELECEECUER

-
=
-
=
=
x
o
w
-
—
=
=
-]
=
=
(=]
puer]
(=
0
=
7=
-
=
wn
=
m
=
-
=
m
-
=
(=]
=
=
o
m
=
-
-
—J
=
bl
=
[}
-
-
=
-
-
m
=
=
-
m
w



THREE TENANT FAMILIES

LET US NOW
PRAISE
FAMOUS MEN

James Agee + Walker Evans

<
HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
Boston - New York



To those of whom the record is made.
In gratefulness and in love.

J. A
W. E.

Copyright © 1939, 1940 by James Agee
Copyright © 1941 by James Agee and Walker Evans
Copyright renewed © 1969 by Mia Fritsch Agee and Walker Evans
Copyright © 1960 by Walker Evans
Copyright renewed © 1988 by John T. Hill, executor
of the estate of Walker Evans

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

For information about permission to reproduce selections from this book,
write to Permissions, Houghton Mifflin Company, 222 Berkeley Street,
Boston, Massachusetts 02116.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Agee, James, 1909-1955.
Let us now praise famous men : three tenant families / James
Agee, Walker Evans
: cm.
Originally published: Boston : Houghton Mifflin, 1941.
ISBN 0-395-95771-0
1. Alabama — Rural conditions. 2. Agee, James, 1909-1955 — Journeys —
Alabama. 3. Alabama — Description. 4. Farm tenancy — Alabama —
History. I. Evans, Walker, 1903-1975. 11. Title.
HN79.A4A535 1988 88-18110
976.1 —dc 19 CIP

Printed in the United States of America
QUM 10987654321

Photographs reproduced through the courtesy of the Library of Congress
and the Photography Collection, Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center,
The University of Texas at Austin. Selected photographs copyright © Walker

Evans Archive, The Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Passages from this book appeared in Common Sense,
New Directions, and The Atlantic Monthly.



$30.00
Published nearly sixty years ago, LET US

NOW PRAISE FAMOUS MEN stands as an
undisputed American masterpiece, taking its
place alongside works by Henry David Thoreau,
Herman Melville, and Walt Whitman. In a stun-
ning blend of prose and images, this classic offers
at once an unforgettable portrait of three tenant
families in the Deep South and a larger medita-
tion on human dignity and the American soul.

In the summer of 1936, James Agee and Walker
Evans set out on assignment for Fortune magazine
to explore the daily lives of sharecroppers in the
South. There they lived with three different fami-
lies for a month; the result of their stay was an
extraordinary collaboration, an unsparing record
of place, of the people who shaped the land, and
of the rhythm of their lives. Upon its first book
publication in 1941, Let Us Now Praise Famous Men
was called intensely moving, unrelentingly honest.
It described a mode of life — and rural poverty —
that was unthinkably remote and tragic to most
Americans, and yet for Agee and Evans, only ex-
treme realism could serve to make the world fully
aware of such circumstances. Today it stands as a
poetic tract for its time, a haunting search for the
human and religious meaning in the lives of true
Southern heroes: in their waking, sleeping, eating;
their work; their houses and children; and their
endurance.

With an elegant design and a sixty-four-page
photographic prologue of Evans’s stunning im-
ages, reproduced from archival negatives, the new
edition introduces the legendary author and pho-
tographer to a new generation. Both an invaluable
part of the American heritage and a graceful trib-
ute to the vibrant souls whose stories live in these
pages, this book has profoundly changed our
culture and our consciousness — and will con-
tinue to inspire for generations to come.
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JAMES AGEE (1909-1955) won the Pulitzer
Prize for his novel A Death in the Family. Born in
Knoxville, Tennessee, he worked as a reporter
and critic for Fortune, Time, and The Nation and
wrote for films and television. His other books
include a volume of poems, Permit Me Voyage, the
novel The Morning Watch, and several collections
of correspondence, reviews, and film scripts.

WALKER Evans (1903-1975) is best known
for his striking Depression-era photographs.
Born in St. Louis, he began his photographic ca-
reer at twenty-five. He served as an editor for
both Time and Fortune and was a professor of
graphic arts at Yale. His other books include
American Photographs and Message from the Interior.
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