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[.esson One

TEXT
LOOKING BACK ON EIGHTY YEARS

In my long life I have seen many changes in our habits and cus-
toms and conditions in general. It has occurred to me that you
might be interested if 1 told you of some of them.

The world I entered when at the age of eighteen I became a
medical student was a world that knew nothing of such advanced
things as planes, movies, radios or telephones. It was a very cheap
world. Prices were stable. When I entered St Thomas’s Hospital
1 took a flat in Vincent Square for which I paid 18 shillings a week.
My landlady provided me with an excellent breakfast before 1 went
to the hospital and ‘high tea’ when I came back at half past six,
and the two meals cost me about twelve shillings a week. For four-
pence, T lunched at St Thomas’s on bread and butter and a glass
of milk. I was able to live very comfortably, pay my fees, buy
my necessary instruments, clothe myself, and have a good deal
of fun on fourteen pounds a month. And I could always pawn
my microscope for three pounds.

I spent five years at St Thomas’s Hospital. I was an unsatis-
factory student, for my heart, as you might have guessed, was not
in it. I wanted, I had always wanted, to be a writer, and in the
evenings, after my high tea, I wrote and read. Before long, I wrote
a novel, éalled ‘Liza of Lambeth’, which I sent to a publisher and
was accepted. It appeared during my last year at the hospital and
had something of a success. It was of course an accident, but na-
turally I did not know that. I felt I could afford to give up
medicine and make writing my profession; so, three days after 1

&)




graduated from the school of medicine, I set out for Spain to write
another book. Looking back now, and knowing as I do the ter-
rible difficulties of making a living by writing, T realize I was taking
a fearful risk. It never even occurred to me.

The next ten years were very hard, and 1 earned an average of
£100 a year. Then I had a bit of luck. The manager of the Court
Theatre put on a play that failed; the next play he had arranged
to put on was not ready, and he was at his wits’ end. He read a
play of mine and, though he did not much like it, he thought it
might just run for the six weeks till the play he had in mind to
follow it with could te produced. It ran for fifteen months. Within
a short while I had four plays running in Lendon at the same
time. Nothing of the kind had ever happened before. 1 was the
talk of the town. One of the students at St Thomas’s Hospital
asked the eminent surgeon with whom I had worked whether he
remembered me. ‘Yes, I remember him quite well,” he said. ‘One
of our failures, I'm afraid.’

Words and Expressions

look back [B[FR 5]

condition [kon'difan] n. [HI1R meal [mi:l] #. —45, —G0R; A&
e bk cost [kost] ve. (H)ET (&)

in general —A¢HE, Ak | cost [kost]

occur [o'ka:] vi. gERE; Rk cost

advanced [=d'va:nst] a. Z&ithY; fourpence ['fo:pons] . PO{E-+
=40 lunch vi. WP & (RER)

movie ['mu:vi] n. {15 bread [bred] n. [HfL

price [prais] n. ffy#& ;K40 butter ['bato] n. i, AL

stable a. BEN; AER glass n. BEFEAR

St = Saint [seint, sent] . (fEX  milk [milk] # 443
OB AENDE comfortably ['kamfotabli] ad. %5&

flat n. (ZE)—FE A H

landlady ['len leidi] n. % B% instrument [' instrumont] ». {{ 2%,

excellent ['eksolont] a. R IFHY; (LTF SH
6



clothe [klsud] vt. Z§----- by e
MR &g R
clothed, clad [kled]
clothed, clad
deal [di:l] n. &
a good deal of 4 ;%
pound [paund] ». &
pawn [pomn] vt. 24;HKiP
microscope ['maikrasksup] #. B#%
i)
unsatisfactory  ['an,setis'fektori]
a. RS ANHERN
before long A
novel ['noval] n. (J558) /i
publisher ['pablifo] n. 45§ HM &
appear vi. iR, %%
medicine ['medsin] n. B Mk
5
profession [pro'fefon] n. Hilk
graduate ['graedjueit] vi. (k&) EE
i
set out H'%E;Fih
make a living ifttk
fearful [fioful] a. WAy FHHY
risk [risk] n. RS fEBE

take a risk &
earn [a:n] vr. 343, Bk (5R)
average [‘evaridz] n. SE3; R
a. FIH
luck [lakl n. 5, %z
manager ['menidzs] n. 2W; &
BA
court n. HiL,HE
put on E{HGEEI%)
play ». X%, A
arrange [o'reind1] vt %k B
wit [wit] m. 4507 A% ML
at one’s wits” end A&
BEAR
run vi. (IHH%)EEE
have in mind FAF]
produce [pro'djuis] vt ki, &
M A
at the same time [k}
before ad. LLgT
talk n. RiEHiES
eminent [‘eminont] a. #FAM; &
ity
surgeon ['saxdzan] n. SMEHERAE

Proper Names

St Thomas’s Hospital ['tomos
'tomosiz] ZEDHIERE

Vincent Square ['vinsont] XK
I %

Liza ['leizo] #{# (&F4)

Lambeth ['lembe6] 22018 (13K
—HH )

Spain [spein] FHHESF (BR#)

the Court Theatre = EX%EE

Notes

. Looking Back on Eighty Years <\ -4 [o] B »
FBIEXRBIERE - BERER - 4 (William Somerset Maugham)
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5. ..

R B PH RS I B T AR,

B3 (1874—1965) REEE HI/MEK, BHER M EIFiLR, — %
SIfERE M B, BARN B, — ¥/ Liza of Lambeth (2271 &
RHP>, 1897) R bz Be i hiitt, FEANERE B EE/NE O
Human Bondage (< NP 31> ,1915) , 45N ji The Moon and Sixpence
(«<HBEFNHEL>, 1919) Cakes and Ale («53E¥%fefRr, 1930) 1 The
Razor’s Edge («<¥17]17]7)»>, 1944) %, Wah, REH The Circle (<RAE>,
1921) %=+ 28R4, R 0EE/MERMCEER,

It has occurred to me that you might be interested if T told you
of some of them. FHMFIFERILIh —~LeUfMARIT, BRITKTFER
2,

by it RAFFIALJRE that BISMM AR EIENG, 1 that 5|5
BE AT, M A T bR B E A, 15155018 might be f
told, ix&EMIES— A,

‘... occurred to somebody” fE“FAMB T o0e- TR,

X4
Anidea occurredtom. BB T —-AFF,

His name did not occur to her. iyt I {biy 47,

It occurred to Jane that her husband should go to see his parents more
often. fjR Blily sk Kk B 5 £ 5 T AL YA I,

high tea JEF A

FEHE, BT N A Z BIME R IER S Frobhigh tea BH EEAR
BRMHMER, AHEEAM EAEEER, WA high teaftlf,

... I lunched at St. Thomas’s on btread and Lutter ...

Ay on FECgME. X
The sheep feed on grass. LT AR,

People from the southern part of the country live on rice. X/ E K
HHE AKX AER,
and knowing as I do the terrible difficulties of making a living
by writing, ... ..o FFEGHBEXRE, {13 TUAS{EDAE R R LR
[, eeeees

Ay as I do #4247 as I know, BFERGRHRIEMN,



6, ...and I carned an average of £100 a year. .- B —-E—F
FH
£ RE e re. £100 i%fe ['wan 'handrad 'paundz).
7. Within a short while T had four plays running in London at the
same time. 7EfRAGAOET AP, B A B RIE R BOES LK.
XA 1908 EEMETRIAERRBEXESE ER—F, 9P
BL7E4riA running FAtEEE, &6 four plays.
X n: _
Now our production team has quite a few tractors working in the

fields. FAEBNVEFAA 4L S hibL a3 BT 5,

WORD FORMATION

&/ (Composition)

BB RFA U LAk e — 2 R FHEFIA A R IAN G R A &
BR. FXRy AR GHAR AR &1,

8 A TAEE & L% B (dnsunshine) , 7 Fli& 55 49 (dnlife-saving),
BAS>F SR post office),

| 210 + &l > 244

land (+#) + lady (ZFA) landlady (ZBH)

boy (B8 + friend (A% boyfriend (B

chair (ZEMEMR) + man AN) chairman ()

sea #H) 4+ bottom (JE) sea-bottcm )

market (i) + day (AT market day  (&WH)
evening (B k) 4+ school (FE) evening school (%&£

WEE + 4l >~ E/4AE

black (Zfy) + board (#%)  blackboard €0
high (@@ + way (¥%)  highway (A8
mad (RER)+ man  (A)  madman #AN)
quick (4rfy) + lunch  (J@i%) quick-lunch (B8
free (g ify)+ market (%) free market (BHi%)
small (Bigmm) + talk  (iF) small ak  GRZD




