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Preface

“The Japanese Reading Program with Basic 997 words”
is a reading text for students of Japanese who have already
completed the elementary course and intend to progress to
more advanced levels. This book is designed for pre-inter-
mediate students to get used to reading as weli as to review
basic vocabulary, grammar and sentence patterns.

Elementary Japanese textbooks usually emphasize sen-
tence patterns, grammar and oral practices for conversa-
tion. At the intermediate and advanced levels, however,
textbooks consist mainly of reading materials and this sud-
den jump tends to intimidate those students who have just
completed the elementary level. The aims of this book are
for those students (1) to review. already acquired vocabulary
and grammar; (2) to acquire more detailed usage of vocabu.-
lary and grammar; and most importantly (3) to improve
rapid reading skills by following the various types of stories,

The “ Grammar and Glossary ” is prepared for those who
want to check the basic: vocabulary and grammar. Each
item in “ Grammar and Glossary ” carries the information
regarding the usages, derivatives and compound words,
etc., which we believe should be useful at a later stage.

The stories in this book are written using 997 words
(including particles and other grammatical items) which
are taught at the elementary ievel. In order to arrive at
the final 997 words, we first picked up the 700 words com-
mon to the six lists from ‘Comparative List of the 7 kinds
of Basic Vocabulary for Japauese Language Education’ by
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National Institute of Japanese Language (THAEHEEE
EHk--ENEBRE) BErxEEWAERD. Here we excluded one
rather over-specialized list. Then we checked all the vo-
cabulars", sentence patterns and grammatical items in *8
popular Japanese textbooks for beginners. We chose those
items which are found in more than 4 textbooks as well
as in the above 700. When items were found in more than
5 textbooks but not listed in the above 700, we examined
each case and decided whether or not to include them in
our selection. Also some words have been added to our
selection in order to fill up the systematic gaps (such as
demonstratives and kinship terms). When two words have
almost the same meaning and can be used interchangeably,
only one of them has been chosen although both meet the
criteria for selection.

The 997 words we chose in the above manner consist
of 478 Nouns, 198 Verbs, 100 Adjectives, 117 Grammatical
items and 104 Others (Adverbs, Conjunctions, etc.).

In this book we introduce some humorous stories, mathe-
matical quiz and interesting stories with the Japanese cul-
tural background. Each story is followed by several ques-
tions for reading comprehension. When the students are
going to use this book by themselves, they should try to
answer these questions after reading a story and check your
answers with the model answers given at the end of this
book. When this book is going to be used in the classroom,
these questions and the model answers will be helpful not
only to check the students’ reading comprehension but also
to give the students a practice of summarizing the story or
reproducing the same story with their own words. A teacher
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may be able to use some of these questions in order to
provide a topic for free conversation on the Japanese way
of life.

For those students who have not yet learned Kanji (Chi-
nese characters) we have given Hiragana readings as well,

* 8 textbooks:
‘An Introduction to Modern Japanese' (Japan Times)
‘Elementary Japanese for Foreign Students’ (Waseda Univer-

sity)

‘Intensive Course in Japanese—Elementary® (Language Service)
‘Japanese for Today’ (Gakushu-Kenkyusha)
‘Modern Japanese for University Students’ (1.C.U.)
“Nihongo 1’ (Tokyo University of Foreign Language)
*Nihongo no Kiso I & II’ (A.O.T.S)
‘Nihongo no Hanashikata’® (Kokusai-Gakuyukai)



Notes for Grammar and Glossary

“Grammar and Glossary” is a supplement part of
“ Japanese Reading Program with Basic 997 Words”, It
provides an explanation of the meaning, usage and infor-
mation useful for future studies on words and grammatical
items listed in the Index.

The entry items are the 997 terms chosen for the pre-
intermediate level of the reading program. They are ar.
ranged in order according to the Japanese syllabary (&\-
5 235). See the following explanatory chart. Hiragana is
used for the entry item and Kanji is given in [ ). Parts
of apeech are shown in italics. Some example sentences are
given to clarify the usage of the item as well as pertinent
grammatical information; e.g. synonyms, antonyms, coun-
ters, honorific forms, compound words, derivatives, etc.
The verbs are categoriied in terms of conjugation types

entry Kanji partof categories meaning verb type
itfm ' speec!h of the verb ' nmlnber
723 [A~<5] V2 Int {wd eat 11
EAML L2
SHILV A} 5L TOMERNEL L 5,
o 3
pAELERS

to
® N i~ food

usage example

honorific form
e e (e TiVRLIY S
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(V1, V2, V3), intentionality (Int.), meanings of V-T\+ 5
form ((w), (+), (=), {(*)) and verb types by particle
combinations. (See Appendix List 5).

In this glossary, some words ase introduced as a deriva-
tive of certain items. For example, the noun X7 (red
color) is introduced as a deriVative of the adjective & h:\ -
(red). The word »dad % (rich man) can be found either
with the noun %:}a (money) or the verb” §,~> (have).



Abbreviations and Notations

I. Parts of Speech

N  Noun FProN Pronoun

Na -na Adjective PreN Prenoun

A i Adjective P Particle

V  Verb cP Conjunctive Particle
Ad Adverb Aux  Auxiliary Verb

C  Conjunction Presr  Prefix

1 Interjection Suf  Suffix

Q Question Word

II. Verb Categories
1) Conjugation types (See Appendix List 1)
V1 1st Group Verb
V2 2nd Group Verb
V3 Irregular Verb
2) Intentionality
Int Intentional verb. which can be used in the
volitional form and the potential form;
eg. O — DOLH DD
drink let’s drink can drink
(Int) Verb which is used as either intentional or
unintentional verb;

eg. %5 {intentionally meet someone
meet someone by chance

3) Meaning of V-T\»3 form
Verb of continuous action, which is used in the
«V-T\»% construction with the meaning of “action
in progress”; eg. foRB - f2XTD
eat (He) is eating.
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Verb of instantaneous change, which is used in the
V-T\+% construction with the meaning of “resul.
tative state”; eg. L#a — LATWS
die (He) is dead.
Stative verb, which can not be used in the V-C\»
% construction; eg. \H —*TW3
stay .

Special verb, which is out of the above categories;
eg KB — T3

resemble

III. Basic Verb Forms (See Appendix List 1)
V.5 dictionary form
V-(¥31) pre-masu form or conjunctive form
V-Tois negative form
1 past form
Vet -te form or gerund form

IV. Other Notations
Synonyms or words of the similar meaning
Antanyms or words of the opposite meaning
See
plus
Honerific form
Humble form
Sentéince
Upgrammatical usage
Ni, Ny, N,
Smiall numbers are used in order to distinguish
different items. ‘

]

11

X nédead 4 |
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1 ~BVL

H#H Ad so; like that; in that way — p. 250
%&\,\5 TERLTIVTERA,
BoTAHZ LT3 BHILATT.

HLED [RE) N greeting
F$HI5J¢FBNV$HJ@,%Véo@gﬁﬁo
mo*cu%)\v:éof;b, HHEDOFLELLES,

& TR
&}g?é V3 Int. () greet 21

r5Lo  Bw

KERH XL Thb, %&iv:kate
HULE (M) N @interval; space; gap

ﬁ%%&ﬁ&axaomuoao

E»bi&kﬂﬁif&iﬂ,ﬂ)?ﬂ@iﬁ%ﬁ&ftbo
@ time; period (often used as time adverb)

Zli}goﬁéif%on 'c%éux

RACEGMRT-E L,
Zoff the other day; recently

~&H\M2 (W) CP while ~; during ~
{V/A (plain form)
Na-ir/N o)
bRL T4 D k3 <R
EHNEELTHBM, 22 CH->THTTFEW,
o nd e382%
EkAoM, ¥ LBRI532% T,

B
When the particle & is used after [, the second clause ex-
. presses & momentary action or event.

[V/A (plain form)
Na-fz/N ©

] b\ 72, S (continuous action or state)

39\: e, S (momentary action or
event)



is:L TA b i R
s%%t'cn 6&5&», f&u}%ofutof;,

E RosnEs

Ei‘fi&@ﬁ%ﬁk, ~§:ﬂ:@iﬁ«ﬁm FEic\,

HDS[£5] VI (not) (w) @Dsee (a person) ; meet 25
ﬁ?ﬁﬁ*&&zoto
b UkHEdic g3, Int.
@encoun*er meet (with natural disseter or accident)
%@f L, (typhoon) kb ot,
A:ﬁ$é&ki’o 2T, :E {fgoTLEVELL,

HEL [H] A @ blue; green

# 2 S REREC TRV,
BOFZIIBCF S T,

@ pale (usually for human faces)
B2#TT L, £5 LE Liche,

® N_blue color lﬁ%%ﬁﬁthotb,§65o
#FZ Dblue sky #F#EHE Dblue print

W& N blueness HOBOHEEBRIES S

HIYFH) A red; scarlet .
BOR L5 —Tb oL BETFE,
A LT, BAR ot
# N red color ?ﬁbibﬁboﬁffgf;g'&?o
- ﬁﬂ% red telephone; public telephone
i‘f’a‘—’ red ﬁgures, deficit iﬁﬁé redcap ; porter
Hb ok baby—HAH

BB [L25] VI dot (->— L3 7



3 ; HR

D go up; rise; climb & F;% W5
£y 2N bt TF R, Int
ﬁ&ix 7~ (stage) W EH-T, - fo Int
@ go up; rise; become high « ‘3[7;5;
2L £ B

ﬁ:&ﬁ%@ﬁ& (price) 2 kM- TEI,
E»Zﬂbﬂbzﬁﬁ (temperature) HEMBEAS,
V-(£3) k2% finish ~ing; completely done
CEEND MR LS EE BB LESD
ED N rise  EADTAH rise and falf
%_l:iﬁ b just after the rain .
%_ﬁ:ﬁi b just out of the bath

HEMBL [H5\] A @ light; bright « f
S DBBRLE L TH B,
@ cheerful ; bright; happy
S A2BI5 < T, HERATT,
B L {TERODOT, %5»&21%%759
b N light; lamp Bﬂb&oﬂé/ﬂﬂbvm‘?
3% N brightness %E@%%é%ﬁﬁ’\éo

&mkaiifmm ‘N baby
FAGDAE RD / FA LT
T« ES
FHF 5 A 0B E LR RAICE Rl L,
HX KT N autumn fall

ikv’ 5 & *@% (leaveS) 03@.7%%}96
Ezt:vqiﬁ, ¥ o X, mooiﬁﬁi(wasonsm 5,



®<

B< () VI <O - BFS
@ open; be opened ~ % %
HEOENB -T2,
cok ﬂzr-;osr;;bxss;b Tebs,
® open; start !zéi %
%@E&iﬁﬁkﬁﬁ? T
BRaBiisn 5850 v T3,
I3 AF5) V2 Int (w> open @< ~Bhbs
§~maﬁauwf?sm

THenErmT, *5’71‘5%&'65‘!&5 %o

HTS (LT 5] VZ,, Int (w) ,
@ raise ; elevate — ka3 ~Th3
:.oﬁ”ﬁ%ﬁ%r)»vgzn;@%&hﬁfiixw
7 57 (Arab) OE &AM (oil) DB % BT,
V() k¥5 finish ~ing; do ~ up completely
IR T2 i LR e Ve A d
@give —» ~THiF3 «3bH>
bkl P2
ﬂumms&mzaa4¢5ﬁto
TELETS k?géiszo%?%'é L.!:H‘E»e

423 ia_&gﬁ.&%%/ﬁh&%:ﬁb%/?fkm??%
HE W) N mormng*-»!ﬁ-,
24 ned
HhrtmE e,
%yl ¥
BRZEOWF = 2&L§L&5o
it A breakfast ﬁ}! @ morning sun

b 433 g .
#£8) every morning ’-’;‘éﬂ this morning

11

17



5 N BT

HE- T N the day after tomorrow
[ R4 23 #Aoz S -4
%i?rn$ﬁaaf,¥&ﬁﬁ&ﬁo
k>

HBIHE o TE L E - T (two days after tomorrow)
lﬂi"""i To

HLIE M) N foot; leg {~% — p. 252)
BRI BABROT, RaEL,
HrdoB T EatB,
HL k) N taste; flavor 7
%gﬁbb:ﬁ@(my§m®)T%&OHbo
tk B foretaste B4 seasoning
i"ﬁ% taste of salt L& 5vpe: taste of soy sauce
bS5 VI Int (~) taste; enjoy 11
3~ b — Bk > THks,
HLT [BBE) N tomorrow
b LA T,
Tlirs LebiEy Rcw 2 24,
HIIB [(FEF5) V2 Int (-) —p. 259 12
@ deposit (a thing) with (a person or place)
K& ETICET 5,
@ leave (a child) in the care of (a person or place)
Py ey oRemdT, Kchng s,
$HE  ProN that place; overthere — p. 250
HE BRI
THFERILEC T T THEZTT .



HES 6

HES {:E,sa] Vl Int (~) @ play 1
FHI b B THA T B,
@ amuse oneself ; have a good time
KAOF~ B 5,
H N amusement; pleasure
,&U%E playmate ;}zﬁu play with water
Hr-toml [BE-Rmone] 4 @ warm (for climate) =%\
Eiw
%%@?m&mmm
o\ TR 2~ b — R fkis,
@ warm (for things) H?%:f:(f\
#h\2— 7 (soup) T SR
BROFILE T hED D o7,
B33 -8%5 VI () become warm 1
BEFBE b, -4 (heater) % DT &L,
B3 @HB V2 Int (w) warm (something) 1
coR—7 (soup) &b 5 —EEDTE I,
Bhd - Bhd N warmth  BHROBBA
Hi-F (] N head; mind
ﬁﬁmb/ﬁﬁ%b/ﬁﬁgbfﬁ%gﬁ
Bic{ % get angry HEEXTJ 5 apologize
HEBLL HLL] 4 new ~Hu
FLOERRLUThE S, FEhiie.

LRI R 4

E}};‘f‘*%ﬁ (Meiji period) g - TH LA \#x.ih o 'CﬁE
e

iz



