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Preface

In addition to the linguistic, performative, and affective turns, recent ad-
vances in the human sciences have also introduced the animal turn. What the
term refers to is a way of thinking that questions the role of the human as the mas-
ter of the universe as once stipulated in the metanarratives of modernity and the
Enlightenment and pays attention to the various roles of non-humans. This change
is reflected in the keen interest in animal ethics and human-animal studies, fields
of research which address the various ways in which the place of animals in hu-
man culture and society is undergoing transformation. Rather than others of hu-
mans, non-human animals play a major role in contemporary human life as ani-
mal companions and often as family members, providing comfort in the conditions
of late modernity. Reflecting on this change, philosopher Jacques Derrida has
criticized the polar opposition embedded in the categorical human-animal divi-
sion. For Derrida, the division is a problem: since the word animal is a human
construct, we should talk about individual animals, “all the living things that
man does not recognize as his fellows, his neighbors, or his brothers” (402; em-
phasis original). According to Derrida, all our encounters with animals are with
particular animal subjects, rather than with a generalized or generic animal.
What Derrida means is the dismantling of the assumptions and hierarchies of the
Cartesian discourse that once centered on( Western male) human reason and con-
sidered others (women, animals, non-Europeans) as inferior.

In recent years, many scholars in all fields of study, including literary stud-
ies, have sought to present new frameworks and approaches to be able to come to

terms with the change and its implications for research. Seeking to respond to this
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challenge, Lifu Jiang’s book—the first one of its kind to be published in China—
works from the key contemporary debates in ecocritical and postcolonial literary
studies to present a case for countering various forms of imperialism, political and
ecological. In so doing it addresses animal representation with particular refer-
ence to postcolonial writing, a field where animals have often symbolized the col-
onized, or where their role has been to counter the expectations of western dis-
courses, knowledge systems, and taxonomies. As the metamorphoses in the no-
vels of the native American writer Louise Erdrich show, the boundary between
human and animal is culturally dependent and the categories are fluid, unlike
claimed by proponents of western modernity.

The Animal and Imperialism : Postcolonial Animal Studies in English Litera-
ture is a contribution to the study of Anglophone postcolonial animal texts by con-
temporary authors from Barbara Gowdy and J. M. Coetzee to Yann Martel, Zakes
Mda, and Aravind Adiga. What the study emphasizes is the resistant role of the
animal and the flexibility of the textual animal. As the close readings of the no-
vels under study show, these textual creatures resist imperialist violence and con-
quest, problematize cultural colonization and the effects of colonial discourse,
and counter ecological colonization. To use the study’s metaphors reworking the
famous idea of the postcolonial “writing back,” these animals “ bite,” “roar,”
and “gaze” back, and in so doing they challenge the assumptions of what the au-
thor refers a dominant way of thinking, a “zoological imperialism. ” This fruitful
synthesis of animal studies and postcolonial literary studies invites its readers to
engage seriously in a critical understanding of the multiple roles of animals in

world literature and paves the way for the development of postcolonial animal

studies in China.

Jopi Nyman , Professor
Author of Postcolonial Animal Tale from Kipling to Coetzee
University of Eastern Finland , Finland
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ABSTRACT

The “animal turn” in the research of Western humanities and social sciences
in the 1980s has brought about a breakthrough in literary studies. Researchers
have been probing animal images with a range of critical theories. However, the
study of animal representation from the postcolonial perspective has just emerged
in the West, and no systematic or theoretical research has been conducted. In
China, no researcher focuses on the analysis of the postcolonial animal
representation hitherto.

Since the publication of Orientalism by Edward Said, as a critical theory,
postcolonialism has undergone remarkable development. However, postcolonial
critics have been, and remain resolutely anthropocentric. They neglect the vital
role that animal imagery plays in the practices of colonialists and imperialists,
colonial writing and the construction of colonial discourse, and further fail to
discern its positive role in the construction of anti-colonial discourse and the
decolonization of the mind in the postcolonial contexts. Through close reading,
this book aims to make some tentative explorations into the theoretical
construction and analytical strategies in terms of animal studies with postcolonial
critical approach.

Whether as a material practice or discursive practice, imperialism is closely
linked with animals; what’s more, the association is systematic. Based on this
fact, a new term “zoological imperialism” is introduced. Zoological imperialism
is essentially a kind of imperial mindset and ideological inclination. Specifically,
it refers to all the conceptions, strategies and means to make psychological
preparation and lay material basis for political conquest and military occupation,
to accomplish cultural penetration and domination, to cater for the sense of racial
and species superiority, based on the European whites’ hunting and slaughtering

jungle animals, reinforcing the disparity between them and the colonised in terms
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of identity and culture by highlighting the similar position of the colonised and the
animal, and exploiting and plundering the wild animal resources in the course of
colonial expansion. It is a crucial presupposition to put forward the term of
“zoological imperialism” that from the onset of colonialism, the European whites
consider India and Africa and the like as an animal kingdom replete with diverse
animals which need conquering, dominating and using. The binary opposition
between the white westerners and the jungle animals and the animalized native
peoples in colonies is the fundamental discursive paradigm of the zoological
imperialism.

In the postcolonial epoch, with the collapse of the Empire, the material
practices of colonialism directly involving the animal in colonies cease to exist;
however, the once-colonised countries are still haunted by the imperialist ideology
in terms of the animal, which has persistently obtained new forms in the contexts
of globalization.

The writers in once-colonised countries are the pivotal intellectuals who
attempt to subvert the imperialist discourse. From the postcolonial perspective,
my research aims to investigate three different modes of resisting the imperialist
discourse by examining the cultural implication of the animal images in the
following masterpieces of five novelists from former colonies based upon the
systematic connection between colonialist practices and animals: Barbara Gowdy’s
The White Bone (1998), J. M. Coetzee’s Disgrace (1999 ), Zakes Mda’s The
Heart of Redness (2000) , Yann Martel’s Life of Pi (2001), and Aravind Adiga’s
The White Tiger (2008). With animal imagery as an avenue of realizing the
decolonization of the mind, these five writers have attempted to make their own
explorations into the means and strategies of subverting the imperialist discourse
at the turn of the 21" century.

According to the diverse manifestations of zoological imperialism, the
resistance to it also takes different forms. The body of this book falls into three
parts based on various forms and, correspondingly, different means of
subversion.

Chapter One focuses on the violent conquest of imperialism and the extreme

form of resistance to zoological imperialism will be probed. By referring to the



