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PREFACE

THais book aims to trace the development of Europe and
its civilization, from the decline of the Roman Empire to
the opening of the sixteenth century, for the benefit of the
college student and the general reader. It is almost needless
to say that such a work makes little claim to originality in
method and still less in subject-matter, which it has shame-
lessly borrowed from numerous sources. Indeed, in a book
of this sort it is more fitting to apologize for anything new
that one says than for following in old and beaten tracks.
The author, of course, hopes that without making too
radical departures he has introduced some improvement in
selection and presentation of material, and that he has
made few mistakes of fact and interpretation.

The Table of Contents indicates the general plan of the
volume, which is to treat medieval Europe as a whole and
to hang the story upon a single thread, rather than to
recount as distinct narratives the respective histories of
France, England, Germany, Italy, and other countries of
modern Europe. French or English history may be studied
as such in courses and books so labeled. Moreover, the
modern interest in the national state has usually been car-
ried too far in the study of the Middle Ages. Local division,
not national unity and central government, is surely the
striking feature through most of the medieval centuries.

Nor should one be misled by the influence of the German
historical seminar or by Bryce’s brilliant essay into making
the Holy Roman Empire the central thread of medieval
history. Far more important in actual life than the ideal of
one Roman Empire were the feudal state and the self-cen-
tered town, the diversity and vigor of local law and custom.
But it would be difficult to overestimate the importance of
the pope and the clergy as unifying forces in medieval civili-
zation. Consequently several chapters are devoted to the



vi PREFACE

Christian Church, and some mention of it has to be made in
almost every chapter. .

Inasmuch as emigrants from all parts and from all races
of Europe have long since been coming to the United States
and becoming American citizens, it has seemed worth while
to include the states and racial groups of central and east-
ern Europe, as well as the richer medieval history of those
western European lands whose institutions and culture
have thus far had the greatest influence upon our own.

In conformity with present tendencies in historical writ-
ing, economic and social conditions are given due attention,
and many minor details of military and political history are
omitted. In these days of tottering thrones I have even ven-
tured to lay the axe at the root of absolutism and to dis-
pense with genealogical tables. Contemporary events sadly
remind us that the age of wars is not past; but they have
also demonstrated that an intensive study of Casar’s Com-
mentaries and the tactics of Hastings and Crécy is of little
use even to the modern military specialist; while they have
further reminded us that in the art of the past there are
precious models and inspirations, whose loss is almost irrep-
arable. Since man is a reasoning and emotional being, it
is unfair to the past actors and uninteresting to the present
readers of history merely to chronicle events without some
indication of the ideas and ideals behind them as well as
of the personalities that produced them. But discussion of
economic and intellectual influences should not be carried
so far as to reduce the narrative of events in political history
to a mere skeleton. If wars and politics are to be discussed
at all, they should be treated with sufficient fullness to in-
sure clearness and interest.

The background of physical geography is frequently re-
ferred to and described. In the maps the aim has been to
omit confusing detail and to keep them in close accord with
the text. As a rule all places mentioned in the text and no
others are given in the accompanying maps. Considerable
space has been devoted to the Roman Empire, its civiliza-
tion, and its decline. and to the early history of the Chris-
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tian Church. These matters are essential preliminaries to
the study of the Middle Ages. I have also dealt frequently
with the history of European law and with the chief medi-
eval forms of government.

As an undergraduate the author received high gradesin a
course in English history without the thought occurring to
him that the statements of the textbook or of the instruc-
tor concerning the Anglo-Saxon period rested on any less
ample and solid foundation than did their accounts of the
nineteenth century. History seemed a seamless robe instead
of a worn garment full of holes and patches. Trueitisthata
textbook or general history is chiefly intended to tell what we
do know, and that its space does not permit detailed discus-
sion of the sources. Yet one of the most important things
for the student or ireader of history to realize is the old
lesson of Socrates that there are many things which we do
not know and many more which we only half know. There-
fore in the introductory chapter I have discussed history’s
task and obstacles, and throughout the volume have every
now and then informed the reader briefly as to the quantity
and quality of the source material.

But a stern effort has been made to avoid fine print and
footnotes, which in this kind of a book are objectionable
alike from the typographical, the literary, and the peda-
gogical standpoint. I hope that all quotations areso marked,
but I have not felt it necessary to mention the name of the
author in each case at the bottom of the page. In place of
cross-references the teacher and student are referred to the
unusually full index, which is intended to serve somewhat
the same purpose that a vocabulary does in the teaching of
a language. In the text I have rather made it a point to
repeat the names of important men and places as often and
in as many historical contexts as possible, in order that they
may gradually grow familiar to the reader and in order that
he may not forget them when he has once learned them. By
reference to the index one can tell how many times the name
or topic in question has already been mentioned or discussed.
The index should also prove useful for topical reviews.



viil PREFACE

Ten years of experience in teaching medieval history to
Freshman sections have convinced me that most students
who enter our colleges are neither wide nor trained readers,
and are at a loss, if thrown upon their own resources into a
whole volume or even a whole chapter of the average his-
torical work available for outside reading in addition to the
textbook. It isadvisable to give them brief specific readings
to do, and specific questions to answer and problems to work
out from such readings. No doubt each teacher will prefer
for the most part to make his own selections and to ask his
own questions on such reading. He may, however, find sug-
gestive the listing of a few such specific readings and histori-
cal exercises, many of which have already been tried out in
actual teaching. It is hoped that these exercises, listed at
the end of the chapters, may prove still more welcome to the
reader who has not the advantage of personal tuition, but
who has access to a fair-sized library. Where a particular
chapter or certain pages of a book are recommended, this
does not imply that the rest of that volume is to be es-
chewed; it is simply advice where to begin. Moreover, these
suggested readings are distinctly for the undergraduate and
general reader, not for the advanced student, and conse-
quently many important historical works are not mentioned.
A brief list of books and periodicals where fuller biblio-
graphical information may be found is appended at the
close of this preface.

Of historical works and articles to which the present
volume is indebted the list is too long to essay here. The
attempt has been made — without yielding to new theories
and hypotheses which have not yet been sufficiently tested
— to embody the results of recent historical scholarship.
Much use has been made of such works as Luchaire’s six
volumes on Innocent 111, Beazley’s Dawn of Modern Geog-
raphy, Workman's The Evolution of the Monastic Ideal, and
the two volumes of the Cambridge Medieval History which
have thus far appeared. Some passages in this book are the
result of my own study of the sources and will not be found
covered in any other secondary work.
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A textbook is a fitting place in which to remember one’s
own teachers. Of previous historical manuals I have been
most influenced by the brief but admirable History of West-
ern Europe of my former teacher, James Harvey Robinson,
— a work which I have used for many years as a textbook.
Before entering Professor Robinson’s well-known course in
the intellectual history of Europe, my interest in the history
of literature and philosophy had been already aroused by
C. T. Winchester and A. C. Armstrong. The parts of this
volume dealing with the history of law owe much to the
lectures of Munroe Smith. Some of the historical exercises
were, in their inception at least, due to Henry E. Bourne,
with whom I have worked in teaching the Freshman history
course at the College for Women of Western Reserve Uni-
versity. Other colleagues, Professors H. N. Fowler, S. B.
Platner, and J. L. Borgerhoff, have been so good as to read
and criticize certain chapters falling within their respective
special fields, and Miss Eleanor Ferris has very kindly read
galley proof for the entire text. Professor J. T. Shotwell,
under whose editorship the book is so fortunate as to
appear and whom I also am happy to count as a former
teacher, has read the text in manuscript, made a number
of helpful suggestions, and in other ways aided me by his
codperation and encouragement. These scholars, however,
should not be held responsible for any of the faults of the
book, especially since in a few cases I have been so foolish as
not to follow their advice. But I shall be fortunate, indeed.
if others accord me as sympathetic a reading as theirs.

LyNN THORNDIKE.



PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION

DURING the years that have elapsed since its first publi-
cation, the sale and use of this book have steadily increased,
indicating that in general it continues to be satisfactory to
teachers and students. It has therefore not seemed ad-
visable to make any marked change in its style or in the or-
ganization of the subject-matter. Not only the division
into chapters and paragraphs and their headings, but also
the pagination have been preserved as far as possible un-
changed. But while thus preserving the general frame-
work and appearance of the volume, so that those who have
been using it will not have to accustom themselves to a new
book, I have made a considerable number of changes and
additions, affecting about 130 out of 640 pages.

The chapter on “The Barbarian Invasions’’ has been in
large measure recast in order to satisfy criticisms which
have been made as to its teachability. To the ‘‘ Exercises
and Readings” at the close of each chapter have been added
the titles of recent books. Most of the other changes in the
text have for their aim to keep the book abreast of the pre-
sent and enlarged state of knowledge concerning medieval
civilization. I wish to thank those friends who have taken
the trouble to offer criticisms and corrections. 1 should
also like to say something nice to all the past readers of
the book, but I do not know how many of them will see
this, so I will restrict myself to expression of the hope that
the revision may attract as goodly a company.

LYNN THORNDIKE.
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