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WARM-UP QUESTIONS

Do you know the names of the following scenic spots? Which cities are they respectively
located in? Have you ever been to these cities? Talk about one of them with your partners.
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Text A

Betjing

Beijing is the birthplace of Chinese civilization and one of the six ancient capital cities in

China. Its history dates back to more than 3000 years ago. The four feudal dynasties—]Jin, Yuan,
Ming, and Qing '—all made Beijing their capital. That is why so many of China’ s scenic spots
and historical places are concentrated here.

Beijing’ s best-known tourist attractions include:

Tian’ anmen Square: It is the largest square in the world. In imperial times, it was closed
to the public. Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, it is not only the site of the
most important gatherings, but also one of the most valuable historical sites in China.

The Forbidden City: It is the world’ s largest palace complex. The Forbidden City covers
an area of 72 hectares with a total floor space of about 163,000 square meters *. It used to be the
former Imperial Palace for the Ming and Qing emperors. A total of 24 emperors lived and
conducted state affairs here for 491 years. Most of the structures were made of wood, with
white marble, stone and brick foundations. The Forbidden City can be divided into two parts:

Vocabulary

birthplace # 4 3

feudal #f 2ty

dynasty #{1X
concentrated # #
imperial £ K #
gathering K2, R %
complex 4% & #H H 4
hectare /2 Hi

state affair [E %

marble A3 f
foundation 3
wonder #

pass X

gigantic B A 8

defense system [ # & %
preserve TR 47, R 77
longevity K #
necropolis & 2 3, 3 3

the Outer Court and the Inner Palace.”

The Great Wall: As one of the Eight Wonders in the world, the
Great Wall of China has become the symbol of the Chinese nation and
its culture. It starts at the Shanhaiguan Pass of Hebei Province in the
east and ends at the Jiayuguan Pass of Gansu Province in the west.
Most sections of the Great Wall in the Beijing area are part of the
600-kilometer-long Ming Great Wall. The most famous sections are
Badaling, Mutianyu, and Juyongguan. In ancient times, it served as a
gigantic military defense system. Now it has become a famous
historical scenic spot for tourists. A well-known popular saying goes:
“He who hasn’tbeen to the Great Wall is not a true man.”

The Summer Palace: It is the best-preserved imperial garden in
the world and the largest existing ancient garden in China. It is mainly
made up of Longevity Hill and Kunming Lake.

The Ming Tombs: They are China’s largest imperial necropolis,
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It covers an area of 80 square kilometers. Some 13
Ming emperors, 23 cmpresses, many imperial
concubines, princes and princesses were buried
here. It is also called “Thirteen Ming Tombs”. In
1961, the Chinese Government listed “Thirteen
Ming Tombs” as one of the important historical
monuments under special preservation .

The Temple of Heaven: It is the largest group

of temple buildings in China. The main attractions
here include the Hall of Prayers for Good Harvest, the Seven Star Stones, Dressing Platform,
Imperial Vault of Heaven, the Echo Wall, the Circular Mound Altar, and the Lantern Post".

Beijing is the second largest city in China with a population of more than 14 million. As the
capital of the People’ s Republic of China, Beijing serves as the country’s political and cultural
center as well as the center of international activities. It is a municipality directly under the
Central Government, where the Central Committee of the Chinese

Communist Party and the Central People’ s Government of China = are
square kilometer FJ7 22 &

empress £ /&
c1ty concubine # 1

e ’ . . monument iﬁi‘iﬁ
Beijing’ s arts and crafts are famous for their long history, great municipality & %7

located. There are also more than 140 foreign cmbassics located in the

variety, and superb workmanship. The most popular ones among them  embassy A {4
workmanship # T, T %

. g ; ;
e cloisonné, ivory carving, jade - s

and carved lacquer wares, snuff
bottles, silk flowers, Beijing’ s
embroidery and the like .

Beijing is a communications hub, with good railroad and
air links to all parts of China, as well as major cities of the
world. And it has a semi-humid continental climate with four
distinctive seasons. While the best seasons in Beijing are
spring and autumn, the city is an ideal place to visit all the

year round.
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. covers an area of 72 hectares 1 72 /31, a total floor space S AL,
. The Forbidden City can be divided into two parts: the Outer Court and the Inner Palace. 55255k 73+ Ky “4F

7O CNEE” MRS, “AMET R EWIEES, r@lanitdr, FEZR K EEE SR
AR, FSLEAPIIRAT; CNEE” LT EARAEEE (), RN IE AT KT

. A well-known popular saying goes: “He who hasn’ t been to the Great Wall is not a true man.” Jfif&#

AE—A)ETE . AFHIRARDL,
saying # 5 , %h), 8. ] Lliia proverb, a proverbial saying,

. the Chinese Government listed “Thirteen Ming Tombs” as one of the important historical monuments

under special preservation 1B 1 k" 10 E D) S8 A SRR 5
list4f------FIAK, 8- ZW A H 3%
e.g. These names are to be listed in the catalog. X ¥4 “FH 41 A H 5%,

. the Hall of Prayers for Good Harvest, the Seven Star Stones, Dressing Platform, Imperial Vault of

Heaven, the Echo Wall, the Circular Mound Altar, the Lantern Post ¥T4E 8 . LR A . HIRE . &85
5, [IERE B R AEEATRT

. Central Committee of the Communist Party of China H1[E =55 h & 514 | fiiFK A CCCPC.,

Central People’s Government of China #1142 A &N [ v g A REBU .

. cloisonné, ivory carving, jade ware, carved lacquer ware, snuff bottles, silk flowers, Beijing’ s

embroidery and the like 5t48 W . ZAME. L%, A, Suliar . 848 RS54

Text B

Xi’ an

Xi’ an is the capital of Shaanxi Province and was also known as Chang’ an (Eternal City) in

ancient times. It is one of the six ancient capital cities in China. It has a history of more than
3,000 years. It is regarded as one of the birthplaces of the ancient Chinese Yellow River Basin

civilization. Xi” an served as the capital of 13 dynasties and kingdoms, such
Vocabulary as Western Zhou (1046 BC—771 BC), Qin(221 BC—206 BC), Western Han
etema}ﬁ&m@ (206 BC—24 AD), Sui(581—618) and Tang (618—907) '. So far, Xi’an
basin J

enjoys equal fame with Athens, Cairo, and Rome as one of the world’s four
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major ancient civilization capitals .
ol 3 ; ; . . v heritage 3 7~
With its long, glorious history and rich cultural heritage, Xi’ an has laudatory % 7% 1 %

been attracting millions of tourists both from home and abroad. It enjoys  relic ; ﬁ =
“ . ” i I jﬁ
the laudatory title of “Natural History Museum . :ﬁiidve [

The historical and cultural sites and rclics in Xi’ an and surrounding  mausoleum % %
monastery 3 2, 1§ Bt
stele 7 4, 7 A

1. The ruins of the primitive society witness B B, IL3iE
approximately K #

areas fall into the following five categories :

2. The ruins of ancient palaces, towns and cities
3. The tombs and mausolcums of kings and emperors in history
4. Ancient temples and famous monasteries
5. Artistic pieces of stone sicles and stone carvings
The main tourist attractions in Xi’ an include: the Museum of
Terra Cotta Warriors and Horses, Mausoleum of Emperor Qin Shi
Huang, the Stele Forest, the Big Wild Goose Pagoda, the Great
Mosque, the Small Wild Goose Pagoda, Bell Tower, Banpo Museum,
Huaqing Hot Springs, E’ pang Palace and old City Wall
With the unique historical and cultural background, Xi’ an has
become one of the most famous
tourist cities in China. Therefore,

p— the tourism and hotel industry

o here have witnessed great and
sustainable growth.

Besides being a tourist attraction, Xi’ an is also an
important industrial city. A comprehensive industrial system

»m B ™ B

«
P
"“,ﬁ ) has taken shape ' in the city, including aviation, space flight,
- electronics, machine building, and textile industries.
The total area of Xi’ an city covers approximately 10,000

square kilometers. Its population totals over 6.2 million, and

among them 99% are of Han Chinese Nationality.
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Western Zhou (1046 BC—771 BC), Qin (221 BC—206 BC), Western Han (206 BC—24 AD), Sui
(581—618) and Tang (618—907) PiJ& . % . WL, FEHIHE

.Xi’ an enjoys equal fame with Athens, Cairo, and Rome as one of the world” s four major ancient civili-

zation capitals P44 SHESL . FFH P D54, SRR R IR SCH AR —
enjoy equal fame with 5------ EA R
world’s four major ancient civilization capitals tH 5 POk SCHA 4R

. It enjoys the laudatory title of “Natural History Museum” . ‘B4 “HRTILHEYIE" WXL, A

1% F: VLSRR BRI L SCURRTE R i SOl s A P L A KA s
N MEMR. FihRIE DM “HRE/AKAE", B 2RERBIIAM RG24
SR R

. fall into the following five categories AJ D143 J F 1l 1.2

fall into 43 A%, HA
e.g. Shorts now usually fall into one of the three catagories: documentary, cartoon, or newsreel. B{7E i) 5
FAEF A R=2 st shimi i A b,

. the Museum of Terra Cotta Warriors and Horses, Mausoleum of Emperor Qin Shi Huang,the Stele For-

est, the Big Wild Goose Pagoda, the Great Mosque, the Small Wild Goose Pagoda, the Bell Tower, Ban-
po Museum, Huagqing Hot Springs, E’ pang Palace and old City Wall = ¥ . {ih 2. @
ARORMESE . WESE. AMVERS. BhEcRE | CRBGENE . RN . BTRE R

. Therefore, the tourism and hotel industry there have witnessed great and sustainable growth. [A Iit;,

PRI FNSUE ML A3 T K IR ) A J o

. take shape WUJE , JE K

e.g. The new building is beginning to take shape. Jr KHEHIERIE T
Transport developed on a big scale, and a comprehensive modern transport system began to take shape.

CEHE B AR, MRGEEEARYLIE M.

Text C
Vocabulary Luoyang is located in the western part of Henan Province, stretching
= across the middle rcaches of the Yellow River. It consists of one city, eight
reach 77
encompass 4,4 counties, and six districts. Luoyang cncompasses more than 15,000 square
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mbound

and

kilometers, with a total population of over 6 million. The city proper covers
cisy propér I an area of 544 square kilometers.
unearth (A3 T) o, o )
& The long history as a center of China’s public life has left Luoyang with
domestic Bl Ay a rich cultural heritage. The precious cultural relics uncarthed here total more
inbound M3 g P
Cliff £ B, i A than 400,000 pieces. It has attracted millions of domestn
niche ‘%gj - tourists every year. In Luoyang, there are 8 major historical and cultural sites
inscribe %), . . ;
Z;:t fﬁ;m under state protection, 54 under provincial protection and 1074 under
cradle # 1 municipal and county protection.

moderate T,
EEH

humidity 3§
peony 4t
dignity ¥ #
designate 4§ &

These cultural relics include the Longmen Grottoes , which are among
China’ s most famous grottoes. It is regarded as a treasure house of Buddhist
culture and art. Work on the carvings started in 493 and it took more than
400 years to complete. Along the c!i{is lining the Yellow River , there are

accelerate fmif

T % more than 2000 niches

and 2500 inscribed stone tablets, The Longmen

Grottoes display the features of both imperial and Buddhist style. In

November 2000, they were inscribed on the World Heritage List by UNESCO .
The Baima (White Horse) Temple ', lying 10 kilometers east of Luoyang, was the cradlc of
Chinese Buddhism. It is the first Buddhist temple established by the Eastern Han Dynasty after

Buddhism was introduced into China.

Luoyang has many beautiful natural scenic spots,
too, such as the Yellow River, Xiaolangdi Reservoir,
Baiyun Mountain National Forest Park and Songshan
Mountain .

Luoyang is a city with modcrale temperature and

midity, Its climate is therefore highly suitable for
cultivating flowers; among these flowers, the pcony is
renowned for its unique beauty and <ignity, It has been
crowned “the king of flowers” and “the symbol of
grace”.  In 1982, the peony was designated the city
flower. Luoyang has taken advantage of its peony
culture to promote tourism and acceleraic economic
growth. Every April, when the peony is in full blossom,
Luoyang holds a peony fair . Thousands of people
m to the city to have a real taste of the beautiful

colors and charming fragrance.
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