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Sunzi Speaks
The Art of War




It is said that about 500 B.C.,during the Spring & Autumn period
in China, there lived a man with the
y surname Sun and given name Wu.
' Out of respect for his greatness, the
suffix “zi"” is added to his surname,

The Life |

 of Sun‘!

\‘ \\NU

Mengzi (Mencius), and
Zhuangzi.He is said to have
lived in the state of Qi and is
credited with having written
the thirteen Chapters of Sunzi
Bingfa , or Sunzi’s
Principles and Tac-
tics of Warfare.
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He once presented this book to King
Hel of Wu. N [/ X
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I have read your book, sir,
This is wonderfu \ and I am wondering if you could

use it to train a contingent here
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So the king ordered one
hundred eighty palace

women into the arena. Sunzi then

organized them into two units,

with the king's two vorite concu-
bines as lead- go I &
ers. Then he $-{q"

equipped each
person w1th ‘ &‘“ ’)‘" '“b‘
the weapon of
the times, the

dagger-axe.

Do you all know the v
es.
positions of your heart, left

and right hands, and your

3
;»?;
fo
x
#
&
X
#
7
®
| T
| #
%
B
%
#
it
#
y <
i
&
t
E
"
i
0
&
£
R
#
o
&
R
A
&
A
fis
:3

- B | AuprEREEAR L (ubaidkoa)

o [ @k m-N




‘When I say left, face in the di-
rection of your left hand, and
When I say forward, you face in the when I say right, face toward your
direction of your heart. right hand. Rear means face in the

Ok.! Inamoment, I will give an order.
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Ready the implements of

punishment. Whoever does
not follow orders shall be
disciplined according to

Yes, sir

Listen carefully to
my orders and act

accordingly !
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well-explained or if the troops have not

been made to remember the orders, this

Ve
\\%‘Q "\

:

' repeat the rules of movement
for you. When I say front, face in
the direction of your heart. Left
means face in the direction of your
left hand, and right means face to-
ward your right hand. Rear means
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When the instructions

are not clear, it is the

/[ Disobeying orders brings the
punishment of beheading, and
since I can't have all of my
oldiers killed, the unit lead-
ers must receive the pun-
ishment.

But when the general has clearly ex-
plained his orders and the soldiers
still do not act accordingly, this is
the fault of the soldiers.
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Sunzi, T see that you can indeed
conduct military operations, but if I
lose my two most beloved concu- /
bines, I'll lose interest in life itself.
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Ah! Spare me!
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I have received orders to act
asgeneral, and whenagen-
eral is directing his troops,

he may reject fur-
ther orders from
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Behead these two as
an example to the
others!
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Sunzi ordered two other women to be unit leaders,
and this time when the drum was struck and the orders
were given, they obeyed the orders completely, and

no one dared let out another hee hee or ha ha.

These soldiers will now obey any
36 order the king may give, even if it
is to cross through boiling water or

/@) walk on fire.

The company has completed it
exercises in an orderly fashion.
The king may descend and

inspect his troops.

Y
dismiss the troops and return Vaj S G
to your quarters to rest!
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Chapter 1
Calculation
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Warfare is an important \gi

It also involves the survival or

affair of the state, involving

destruction of the state.

it must be

carefully examined and

considered with caution.

Therefore,

11



. ]
o FWEEW

Mok [35] -

- [RE] SR 4] et - [H - 35 - & - M

S E R AR R - S ErE A [ &

- AETOH - M HRENE [

%
i3
#,
Bt
%
il
#
ty
%
#

=

MaEms

s
o Sg

#
ol
3
f
#
£l
#

CETEE % Sk I S

We must look at war-
fare from five different
points of view, com-
paring, calculating,
and seeking the facts.

S

he second is|
heaven and
the seasons,
r climate.

=\

The third is the'$;
earth, or terrain

The fourth is command,

or leadership.

The fifth is the law, or

discipline.
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to sacrifice themselves for
the sake of the country.

the goals of the government
before they will be willing
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cause means that there
must be a common con-
viction shared by both
the people and the gov

Establishing a moral

Why Are We Gaing To War?
|

The Dao
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