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1. The Cherry Trees

And finally this evening, a sign of hope. In cities all around
the world, a sure sign of spring is the blooming of the Japanese
cherry blossom. It is a welcome sight everywhere—but it’s
particularly a welcome sight at home, in Japan. ABC’s Mark
Litke is there. 5

Welcome to Yasukuni Shrine, where youre about to
witness a very important event: the annual meeting between
Noritaka Nakayama and prunus yedoensis—the Japanese
cherry tree. Mr.Nakayama is a meteorologist whose job is to
clip, then study the buds of the cherry trees here to predictuw
exactly when they’ll bloom—a prediction that affects millions
of Japanese every year, who will set aside a few hours for an
annual rite of spring called ‘hanami’—the honorable viewing of
cherry blossoms.

Since the days of the warrior class in Japan, sakura, the
cherry blossom, has been a symbol of the nation. The petals
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falling at the height of their beauty and life, as young soldiers
were expected to do. And as with most customs in Japan,
viewing cherry blossoms is a very organized ritual. Families
plan elaborate outings to view the trees. Workers and students
s are given time off to visit their local parks. Since blossoms last
only a few days, every moment counts. And almost every day
they’re in bloom, Japanese somewhere will be celebrating with
blossom viewing parties, welcoming springtime with lots of hot
sake, since in many areas, it’s still close to freezing outside.
10 No wonder then Mr.Nakayama says he feels such a weight
on his shoulders at this time of year, when everyone wants to
know exactly when the buds will open up so they can make
their viewing plans.
Well,this year, unfortunately, Nakayama-san was off by a
s few days because of a sudden cold spell.
But in the best of Japanese traditions, the blossoms did

(a. ), and as beautiful (b. ). Reassuring

(c. ) that (d. ) their headlong rush into the
future, some time honored traditions have a way of
20 (e. )

Mark Litke, ABC News, Tokyo.
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— Useful Words and Phrases to Remember

1. to witness: to see; to be present (at a particular event)
While visiting our uncle’s farm, we witnessed the birth of a
baby calf.

2. to predict: to forecast; to tell in advance
The weatherman predicted rain, but look at that clear blue
sky!

3. to affect: to have an effect on; to produce a change in
Dad, don’t you realize that your transfer to Tokyo affects the
whole family ?

4, to count: to be important; to have value
Please come and vote on November tenth. Remember—every
vote counts!

5. no wonder: it’s not surprising that ~; it’s easily understandable

that~
Kento’s mother is American ? No wonder his English is so

good.

EXERCISES
A) Listen to the tape and fill in the blanks in the text.

B) Multiple choice questions.
1. Mr. Nakayama
a) enjoys viewing cherry blossoms every spring with his
family.
b) predicts when the cherry blossoms will bloom.

c) takes care of cherry trees in Yasukuni Shrine.



2. Mr. Nakayama
a) feels a heavy responsibility in his job.
b) correctly predicts the blooming of the cherry blossoms
every year.
¢) had a bad cold this year.

3. The cherry blossoms
a) bloom only for a few days.
b) lasted longer this spring because of the cold weather.
c) have been a symbol of young Japanese soldiers.

4. Cherry blossom viewing parties
a) are always held in warm weather.
b) put a weight on people’s shoulders.
c) sometimes include drinking alcohol.

C) Conversation practice: fill in the blanks with suitable
sentences from below.
Kento: Are you free on Saturday, Miki ? (1.
)
Miki: That sounds like fun. (2. )
K: A bunch of my friends from school. The guys are bringing

sake and beer. Do you think you could make some rice
balls or fried chicken or something ?
M: No problem. (3.
)
K: We'd like to, but it’s so cool this year. We were thinking
of going to the park instead.




1. The Cherry Trees 5

M: Oh, no! (4. ) Let’s

go back to the mountain.

a) Are you going to the same place as last year ?

)
b) The park will be too crowded and noisy.
¢) How about coming cherry blossom viewing with us ?
d) Who's going ?

D) Translate into English using sentences from the text.
1. I3 ARTRFET, HOMLFEIEOKRDIEFA LY b - T, B
R 2 FREC TR T A D DA ZHNBETT,
2. HOTHIEE, MIEAALODHARANCEBRES 22T,

3. BAROMOEHEEFERR. LRI O~AGBERNLITETT,

4. BARANREDHNE, L 3AMBELRATHGE T, LL5D b,
ZLDOMHET, MEERTREAEHRSB S I ZECRLTT,

5. CORCLA L, WARMEEEL DL HROBETT,
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2. Education Report

In Washington today the nation’s educational system was
issued its own report card: the result of a study commissioned
by Congress twenty years ago. It’s a study involving more than
a2 million students. The grades are an A for effort, but an F for

sstudents’ ability to apply what they have learned. Here’s Ron
Claiborne.

The survey found that the students have been improving in
reading, writing, math and science in recent years. On the other
hand, large numbers of young people are unable to understand

wcomplex concepts. And many don’t know how to intelligently
apply what they do know.

“On the assets side, we have built a solid foundation of
basic skills. On the liabilities side of the ledger, there is stagna-
tion as far as higher order skills improvement is concerned.”

5 Among the study’s findings: more than one third of nine
year-olds cannot read simple texts; about half of the thirteen-
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year olds do not understand basic elements of science; and 61

percent of seventeen-year olds cannot understand relatively

complicated information — even material they’ve studied in

school.

skills during the 1970’s had been reversed in every subject, and

all ages did significantly better in reading than they did in 1971.

“Most of our kids, overwhelmingly, can learn. The results

in the early grades show that. But we're doing something in our

system to turn them off.”

This new report reinforces what (a. ) have

previously found: that many high school graduates are not

prepared for (b. ). Its recommendations:

(c.

) in basic subjects; more (d. ); and

greater support (e. ).

Ron Claiborne, ABC News, New York.

was issued its own report card "H G (7 2 V h DEEHIE) OREREY b
o2 7 AY AOHEREY ENEHEL DT TO 20 Mid" T-120
commissioned by Congress (7 2 Y #) #&&H (FE#)iE4 L1210 The
grades are an A...to apply what they have learned. " & HE 2 2 D5 N
RS LNAE b 6o eH ERDBESEH IS TR NOETIRF (17
S ThH-12,1 intelligently apply what they do know TBEE O HHF
PHINCIEHAT 5,2 On the assets side F775 ZAWTIiEy On the
liabilities side of the ledger "TI{X D~ 4 + AFTL | AEDHREY. 24
HEOSFHTHCAIUKICERICE 2 T 5, stagnation THCM%A,  higher
order skills MEHE I3k hE,  early grades T{&%¢4, we're doing
something in our system to turn them of fr(347®) ®IEE-CiZ. M (CESE
ODBRIEF)ZCIOILIE#Z LTV %,

The report did, however, find that the decline in basic s

10
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— Useful Words and Phrases to Remember

1. to apply: to make practical or active use of something
Are you applying what you learned in school at your new job
at the clinic?
2. complex: difficult; complicated
The first problem on the math test was so complex that it
took me almost thirty minutes to solve it.
3. asset: a valuable (good) thing or quality
You have many fine assets, Mr.Johnson, but I'm afraid we
have another applicant who has more teaching experience
than you do.
4. to decline: to weaken, fall, drop
With the declining value of the American dollar, we’ll be able
to do a lot of shopping when we visit New York next month!
5. to reinforce: to support or strengthen (with some added mate-
rial)
Their idea was reinforced by the discovery of several old

burial mounds in the southern region.

EXERCISES
A) Listen to the tape and fill in the blanks in the text.

B) Multiple choice questions.
1. This educational report
a) was ordered by Congress.
b} had no positive findings.
¢) began last year.
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C)

A:

B:
A:

>
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The report says that

a) most nine-year olds can’t read.

b) reading skills are declining.

c) most older high school students can’t understand com-

plicated material.

The educational survey
a) involved a large group of students.
b) involved only basic skills.

¢) was carried out in Washington.

According to the report, America’s educational system
a) is improving.

b) is getting worse.

¢) isimproving in some ways and getting worse in others.

Conversation practice: Fill in the blanks with suitable
sentences from below.
(1. ) There was an interesting story about

the results of a big survey on education in the U.S.
Oh, yeah? (2. )
Well, most of it was not very encouraging. For example,

young school children have trouble reading simple texts,
and with science, too.
3. )

The report didn’t mention college students, but it said

older students have great difficulty with complex con-

cepts.
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B: (4. )
A: Sure. A few things: in general, students have been improv-

ing in reading, writing, math and science and the decline

in basic skills in the 1970’s has been reversed.

a) What did it have to say?

b) Have you read today’s paper?

c) Didn’t the report have anything good to say?
d) What about high school and college students?

D) Translate into English using sentences from the text.
L #AFECIAEY =74 v 27 B &2 BROm TR TR,
CTualtatbisiz,

2. BBOEEHIMLBSHVEBTS Lo,

5. 3201 EOIREYMBEL T XA e L. 210, FPER
DL A AN LBFOFRI BT S L 0,

4. WEFEC LD, V9T0EMRICEDAATCLEBESHEY, E8F L b
Emetez LT,

5. BEELL)—F 4 I 1971FDREL b b E L RED R D12,
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3. The Abortion Issue

On this sixteenth anniversary of the Supreme Court deci-

sion that legalized abortion in this country, Roe vs. Wade, a
New York Times poll reported that 61% of American adults
support the right to abortion. But such findings do not deter
anti-abortion forces, which today staged marches in many s
cities and as Ned Potter reports, believe there is now a real
chance, the court will change its mind.

Perhaps more today than on any previous anniversary, the
opponents of abortion feel hope for their cause. Today the
Attorney General ventured the feeling — no prediction, hew
emphasized — that the Supreme Court will change the law.

“My guess is that they will return the regulation of abor-
tions, like many health and safety questions, to the states.”

“The Supreme Court decision that made abortion legal
turned sixteen years old today. All challenges to it have failed. 2

But now the court has agreed to hear a suit by the justice



