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Preface

Linguistic science has developed very rapidly in
the last few decades, Books on the subject nunfber by
the hundreds, Courses in linguistic science are very
common in colleges and universities in China, Students
of foreign lamguages and literatures are now required
to take a variety of courses in linguisties,

Linguistic science has also influenced foreign
language teaching. No language teacher, especially no
froeign language teacher, can escape linguistic science
if he or she expects to do his or her teﬁching work
effectively and on a scientific basis,

There are some excellent introductions to linguistics
published in this country, But nearly all of them are
written in Chinese, Besides, they are mostly concerned
with the Chinese language, Being students of English,
they should inave not only some common knowledge of
general linguistics, but also seme linguistic knowledge
of their target language, which, I am sure, will help
them a lot with their further study of English, AN
INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTICS is an attempt to
meet the needs of Chinese students of English who

wish to do their linguistic course work in their target

e



language,

As its title suggests, this book is intended for
students who have no previous knowledge of linguistics,
In preparing the book I have drawn heavily on sourcce
material from a variety of [l)ublications, At the end of
each chapter are some exercises designed to ‘help the
students check and reinforce the knowledge they have
gained from their course work,

AN INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTICS is a textbook
scheduled for one semester with two contact hours per
week; therefore it is restricted to giving the mest
fundamental principles and practices of modern English
science, - 5 '

This book owes a great deal to Professor Zhang
Yanchang and some other professors who have offered
many helpful comments, My warm thanks also go to the
students whose feedback has contributed to many of the

important improvements on the present version,

Chen Linhua
Jan, 1989
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Introduction

v

Language has always been something of a mystery,
People have been fascinated with it for thousand years,
Many scholars have devoted themselves to the study of

language, They have tried to reveal the mystery-of the
realm of language, It is, howmnot an easy job,
since language is am extremely compl'icate_gé\i guistio
system, It involyes great efforts, and snsteggtbic or
_ : /¢§‘? é R
scientific observations, analyses, d;ifégptions and
interpreta{ionS, Although gfe/a{ developments have been
seen a—%g'\t;ie )t\xgous achievements have been made in
TeRetids
anguage, even greater efforts have to

the study of

be made to the final goal of fully understanding human

&34 |
1. Linguistics Is the Science of
sl

language,

; Language 1%
FaX

Linguistics is generally defined as the science of
S— et N — —

la}ngﬁage, _or_the sci ific study of language, This

definitiony, nnexceptionable as far as it goes, is omne
e —

that will be found in a large number of textbooks and

popular introductions to this subject,Linguistics,as the

— ] -



scicnce of language, means the study of language is
considored worthy of learned attention] and a regular
body of facts and theory 1;, uilt up around it,
Linguisties deals with the c%phcated system of
laxfguage and the rules or principles. operating in it,
The purpose of studying linguistics is to examine the
body of ‘facts and to make general statements about its
various elements that relate to regular rules,

ngulshcs differs from other sciences in that it

-

both uses langumth; tool and has laane &Z 1ys
?\\(\ ‘-7%‘
to_stydy.Linguistics has, for this reasom, been

described as_ language about language,

The term “linguistics? was first used by historical
"",‘
linguists in the middle of the nineteenth century,The

linguistic study of language~wg_uws

is the interpretation of classics for the study of philos—

——

_*/17/’, ophy, ‘éterature logic and hiStory, Such a traditional
3*'&@___*

approach to the study of language is usually termed
Qhilology. T 2% 5O &
Modern linguistics, as an independent science

established by the Swﬂi»;s linguist, F, de Saussure (1857
—1913), the founder’of general linguistics, began its

history in the last quarter of the nineteenth century,

Linguisties, the science of language, is concerned with

varidus aspects of language, It tries ' to.tell people
5

“what language 'is?" [ “how language originates,

changes 'and develops” ; “what common propernes all

- P ==



languages share” , “how language works” and many

other facts about language,

2 . The Scope of Linguistics |,

Linguistics is a general term coverinhg a wide
range of aspects of language andjit is difficult to define
its boundaries in modern times when sciences are
highly developed, because it is closely related with many
of other s‘cxences such as psychology, ph!losophy,

(t/%oclology, anthropo!ogy,.and computer science,

hfb/h- As far as language is concerned, lingaistics may
deal Wlt%tke dif t levels of the language system;
plvﬁ marp&i %l: \mrds a%;eniences In the

y of the 1nterhngulstxc rela 1onsh1p amoug different

linguistic elements, there are many hranches such as
honeticsy 97 phongl morphoiagy syntax, and
¢ Z*&P‘ % {‘K% Rt
se % iCS.'

o the Study of he extralmgulstxc relation with

the ouimde world there are various branches of linguis=

ties, which are rapidly developing in the modern world,

SQ_JMggl_sg@s, psycholinguistics, apEiIeLngmshcs,

neuro ma.t.bam%:c;al liaguistics and pL
5"4 IRAR Y, ﬁﬂ’}?
matics are but a few of them, These branche

linguiSti'cS are around the central core consisting of

phonetics,phonology, morphology,syntax and semantics,



