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...it is considerable gratification

To transport oneself into the spirit of times past,

To observe what a wise man thought before our days

And how we now have brought his ideas to

consummation.

FAUST

Oh yes, consummated in heaven!

There is a book, my friend, and its seals are seven—

The times that have been put on the shelf.

Your so—calld spirit of such times

Is at bottom merely the spirit of the gentry

In whom each time reflects itself...
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Like leaves on trees the race of man is found,

Now green in youth, now withering on the ground;

Another race the following spring supplies;

They fall successive, and successive rise:

So generations in their course decay;

So flourish these, when those are passed away.
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