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THE EXPLORATION OF TEMPORAL
QUANTITY CATEGORY IN
MORDEN CHINESE

Abstract

Temporal quantity Category belongs to Semantic-grammatical category.
Temporal quantity Category has close connection with verb, due to the natu-
ral close relationship between action and time. temporal quantity Categories is
based on the opposition of grammatical meaning, it can be divided into two
sub-categories; Computation-quantity Category and conversion-quantity Cate-
gory, which build the system of Temporal quantity Categories. All of Tempo-
ral quantity Category, Timing Category and Aspect Category are built based
on the category of time. Temporal quantity Category is only close with Aspect
Category, but loosely with Timing Category. Both Computation-quantity Cate-
gory and Conversion-quantity Category can restrict syntactic structure, it can
be used to divided verbs into subclasses . Computation-quantity Verb can be
divided into five classes: wait, watch, hang, die, late. Conversion-quantity
verbs can be divided into another five classes: need, equal, vocation, spend,
extend. Temporal quantity Categories can be reflected in various ways, such
as words, specific structure and so on. Temporal quantity component can act
as subject, predicate, attribute, object and some other syntax components.
The Double-object structure which composed of temporal quantity verbs is a
kind of special Double-object structure. It can lead to ambiguity when tempo-
ral quantity component is in the attribute, predicate and object positions.

This thesis consists of six parts. Chapter II discuss the establishment and

Systematic problems of Temporal quantity category. Temporal quantity Cate-
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gory is Semantic-grammatical Category, it belongs to Tacit Syntax Category.
Temporal quantity Category is set up according to the opposition of grammati-
cal meaning and based on Timing Category, it has linguistics, philosophy and
physics properties. Temporal quantity Category is a hierarchical system, it
contains of Computation-quantity Category and Conversion-quantity Category.

Chapter Il mainly discuss the relationship between Temporal quantity
Category and Tense Aspect Category from the angle of Linguistics Research.
All of Temporal quantity Category, Timing Categories and Aspect Categories
are established based on Philosophical study of time, and belong to Grammar
Category. There are also differences between Temporal quantity Category and
Tense Aspect Category: The first, Temporal quantity Category is based on the
opposition of tacit Syntax system and corresponding grammatical meaning, it
is tacit Syntax Category, and belongs to Semantic Grammatical Category. The
second, they embody different perceptions of time. Timing Category reflects
on the external observation of events, Aspect Category reflects on the internal
observation of time. And Temporal quantity Category can be used as a way of
Aspect Category observation, it observes the length of the time that the event
spented. Timing Category has no relation with Temporal quantity Category.
Temporal quantity Category and Aspect Category observe events from the in-
side, the two have a certain degree of compatible relationship with each oth-
er.

Chapter [Vis mainly about Temporal quantity object, and the classifica-
tion problems with verbs. Temporal quantity verbs contain Computation-quan-
tity verbs and Conversion-quantity verbs. Computation-quantity verbs have the
feature of plus continuance, and can be further divided into five classes: die,
watch, hang, wait and delay. Different classes of verbs have diferent seman-
tic features, so the temporal quantity components which is used as object may
have different reference features. Overall, the object which modified by com-
putation-quantity verbs all have the meaning of minus continuance with it,
and can be further divided into other five classes: need, equal, convocation,

spend, extend. And also, because the different classes of verbs have different
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semantic features, the temporal quantity components which is used as object
may have different reference features. Classes of verbs divided according to
Temporal quantity Category have opposition with each other in ways of seman-
tic, syntax and so on. '

Chapter V discuss the representation form of Temporal quantity Catego-
ry. It can study from several aspects. All of noun, verb, adjective and adverb
can express the appropriate temporal quantity, and the most typical way is
“ number + time word” . time point has close relationship with time interval.
Two ordered time points can express a certain length of time. The verb form
“VIF VIF” and “VV” have the function of expressing the length of time.
On semantic, temporal quantity can be divided into tacit-quantity, explicit-
quantity, ration, indefinite objective-quantity, subjective-quantity. Temporal
quantity can be in the position of subject, adverbial, predicate (the head)
and object. We find that empty words have an effect on syntactic function of
Temporal quantity components. It worthy of further study.

Chapter VI is the Double-object structure which consist of Temporal
quantity. Double-object structure research Experienced all that stages of Tra-
ditional grammar, Structural grammar and TG grammar, Cognitive grammar,
and proposed different criteria for judging. During the studies, there appeared
many problems, for example, Double-object structure determination, but
there have been some new language phenomena too. We divide Double-object
structure of temporal quantity verbs into Double-object structure consist of
Computer quantity verbs and Double-object structure consist of conversion
quantity, and give a detail description and explanation. We re-analysis the
structure of “V — T N” and “V — VN” on the basis of displaying the phe-
nomenon of language. The class of “extent” for plus or minus the Temporal
quantity verbs is a special situation, so we describe and explain it.

Chapter VII focus on Ambiguity related with Temporal quantity . It is a
major concern. We first analyse the relationship between different syntactic
positions and the ambiguity. Only when temporal quantity component as the

attributive, predicate and object can lead to ambiguity. Ambiguity related to
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semantic features of verbs, condition, cognitive, and many other factors. Am-
biguity related to temporal quantity can be divided into directivity ambiguity ,
denotational ambiguity, ambiguity of temporal quantity contain empty object
and some other situations. Non temporal quantity components can also lead to
ambiguity and be relevant to temporal quantity components, for the difference
of reference. This kind of ambiguity does not affect the understanding of se-
mantic, and we call it metalanguage ambiguity.

Key words: Temporal quantity Category; verb; Semantic-grammatical cat-

egory
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