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< Kim’s Words

Functions are definitely necessary to get

through daily life! If you can master the top twenty
Junctions in this book, you can probably survive in
America. Remember that the functions you use the
most in your daily life in China are probably the
same functions that occur most often in English
speaking countries. In fact, wherever you go in the
world you will always find yourself needing to say
hello, good-bye and thank you! We worked hard to
give pou the most authentic and current English so
you can communicate in English as well as a native
speaker. Of course our emphasis is on American
English, so you might find some old familiar
phrases from your middle school days missing! For
example, I know many Chinese students are taught to respond ~ not at ail”

when someone thanks them. This example is wordy and too formal for clear
and effective communication. Why bother with three words when you can just
blurt out " sure” instead? Of course there are some situations where you will
want to impress people with your English, so we’ ve included some more chal-
lenging and more formal responses as well.

The most important thing to remember is that English takes practice. Func-
tions are easy to practice because you have a chance to use lhem so many times
in daily life. Don’ t worry if the person you are talking with doesn’ t under-
stand English, you can still grab the chance to practice by greeting people in
two languages, Chinese and English! As always, I wish you the best of luck
and know that you will succeed if you put your mind, your heart, and most im-
portantly, your MOUTH into what you are doing! ¢

FRNERN
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If you can dream it. you can do it!

Believe in yourself!
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‘i A BB HNRE—ENY, BARE?
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