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Situated in the middle of China, the Qinling Mountains stand not only as the
divide between the Changjiang River and the Yellow River systems, the demarcation
line between the climates of the North and the South, but also a converging place for
the fauna of both the Oriental realm and the Palaearctic realm. Its unique geography
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and excellent forestation nurture rich varieties of wild plants
and animals, and Changgqing, in particular, provides the most
remarkable habitat for the wild life of the Qinling Mountains.

During my years of work in the Qinling Mountains
as a conservation worker, I saw the whole process of
deforestation, the shrinking of the wildlife habitat, and
the dwindling of the giant panda population due to
heavy commercial logging. I also luckily witnessed the
establishment of the nature reserve in this region with a view
to protecting giant pandas at the request of Professor Pan
Wenshi of Peking University and his research group, who
spent more than ten years in Changqing doing field research
on giant panda in the Qinling Mountains despite the hardships
of their living condition. We give them full credit for their
indefatigable effort to keep urging people and petitioning to
government leaders to protect the wild giant panda population
and their habitat. It is largely thanks to them that we now
see the transformation of Changqing from a timber land
to a nature reserve. I am delighted to see that the previous
timber workers are converting to conservation staff, thanks
to the projects funded by GEF (Global Environmental Fund).
Through years of work in conservation, I am more than happy
to see the ever-changing achievements of the Changqing
nature reserve: the forest is coming back, the habitat is
recovering, the populations of giant panda and other wild
animals are on the increase, the biodiversity is getting richer,
the logged land and the abandoned timber trails are becoming

the playgrounds of the wildlife. The Changqing nature reserve
has turned into a paradise for both wildlife and humans, and it
represents a great harmony between man and nature.

During our years of work in conservation, by patrolling
along forest trails and monitoring on the designed transects,
we often make close contacts with such precious animals as
giant pandas, takins and crested ibis. We enjoy sharing the
same world with them and we have often been touched by
such wonderful scenery and events in nature. Their elegant
figures, graceful dances, brilliant colors, and their easy life in
the habitat inspired us to capture the moments of beautiful life
in the wild in Changqing. However, there is still a long way
to go on our mission in the name of love for and protection
of nature, and we hope that, by presenting this volume to
the readers, we will be joined by more who love nature, care
giant panda, think green and take wildlife as life.

In compiling and publishing this book, we are particularly
grateful for the great support and help of Dr. Wang Dajun
and Dr. Li Sheng of Peking University, Professor Ren Yi
of Shaanxi Normal University, Dr. Li Cheng of Chengdu
Institute of Biology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, and Mr.
Zhang Weiwei from Chongging Wild Life’s Technology Co,
Ltd. Comments and suggestions are always welcomed to help
us improve this volume.

Zhao Naxun
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