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C70 UNDINE

Undine! Thou fair and lovely sprite,

Since first from out an ancient lay,
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I saw gleam forth thy fitful light

How hast thou sung my cares away!

How hast thou nestled next my heart,
And gently offered to impart

Thy sorrows to my listening ear

Like a half-shy, half-trusting child,
The while my lute, in wood-notes wild,

Thine accents echoed far and near!

Then many a youth I won to muse
With love on thy mysterious ways,
With many a fair one to peruse

The legend of thy wondrous days.

And now both dame and youth would fail,
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List to my late yet once again;

Nay, sweet Undine, be not afraid!

Enter their halls with footsteps light,
Greet courteously each noble knight,

But fondly every German maid.

And should they ask concerning me,
Oh, say, “He is a cavalier,

Who truly serves and valiantly,

In tourney and festivity,

With lute and sword, each lady fair!”
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CJ/l/O‘W it may be hundreds of years agone that
there lived a worthy old fisherman, and he was seated
on a fine evening before his door, mending his nets.
The part of the country where he lived was right
pleasant to behold. The grassy space on which his
cottage stood ran far into the lake, and perchance one
might well conceive that it was through love of the
clear blue waters that the tongue of land had
stretched itself among them, while with embrace as
close and as loving the lake sent its arms round the
pleasaunce where the flowers bloomed and the trees
yielded their grateful shade. It was as though water
welcomed land and land welcomed water, and it was
this made both so lovely. But on this happy sward the
fisherman and his household dwelt alone. Few human

beings, or rather none at all, even cared to visit it. For
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you must know that at the back of this little tongue of
land there lay a fearsome forest right perilous to
traverse. It was dark and solitary and pathless, and
many a marvellous strange creature and many a
wraith and spectral illusion haunted its glades ,so that
none might dare adventure unless a sheer necessity
drave them.

Nathless, the worthy fisherman might pass
unharmed, whensoever he was carrying some choice
fish caught in his beautiful home to a large town
bordering the confines of the forest. He was a man
full of holy thoughts, and as he took his way through
the gloomy shades peopled with forms of dread, he
was wont to sing a pious chaunt with a clear voice,
and an honest heart, and a conscience void of guile.

Well, the fisherman sated him over his nets, and




