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Foreword

This volume, 24 Tasks for Basic Modern Japanese Vol. 1, is designed to
provide students learning how to communicate in Japanese with tools for
listening and self-expression in as natural a Japanese as possible from the very
beginning.

It is written to be used in conjunction with our textbook An Introduction to
Modern Japanese. Our purpose in that textbook was to facilitate the steady and
sure acquisition of fully natural Japanese-language communication skills, and we
believe that this supplementary text will be an effective and easy-to-use tool to
that end.

Moreover, we are extremely pleased to see the publication of study materials
fulfilling our ideal of making language study as lively and pleasant an activity as
possible. We hope it will find wide use in Japanese-language classes, whether
used together with An Introduction to Modern Japanese or with another
textbook.

Osamu Mizutani
Nobuko Mizutani
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Introduction

The 24 Tasks for Basic Modern Japanese Vol. 1 of this volume is a supplementary study
material for learners of Japanese at the elementary level. We have tried to create realistic
speaking and listening situations to enable beginning students to actively use the Japanese they
are in the process of learning. We have also tried to make this experience an enjoyable one for
both student and teacher.

The Key Patterns follow the points covered in the individual lessons of An Introduction to
Modern Japanese by Osamu and Nobuko Mizutani. Our intended audience is persons,
regardless of age, who need to use Japanese in their daily lives and who especially want to
improve their speaking and listening skills.

The ‘‘tasks’’ in this volume are activities to be done through speaking or listening to
Japanese. In ‘“Task Speaking’ students converse with each other by mentally finding the
Japanese appropriate to that task from what they have studied to date. In ‘“Task Listening’’
students listen to a tape and obtain from that the information necessary for the task. It is
important that they not be discouraged by words or expressions that they may not understand.
We have tried to make the tape true to Japanese society today in their portrayal of human
conduct, psychology, and humor.

The concept for this book emerged in January 1987 from a class for the training of
teachers of Japanese as a foreign language which was conducted at the Tsuda Center for
Japanese Language Teaching. This class involved practice teaching using An Introduction to
Modern Japanese. As part of their training in making their own teaching materials, the students
in this class worked with their instructors to create ‘“Task Fluency’’ and ¢‘Task Listening’’
exercises for each lesson of An Introduction to Modern Japanese, exercises that developed into
the twenty-four tasks of this volume.

These were then reexamined while being used in model classes. Over the course of eighteen
months new ones were written and revised, and the present volume completed.

We want to express our gratitude to Osamu and Nobuko Mizutani, the authors of An
Introduction to Modern Japanese, for their advice, encouragement, and kind permission to
publish this volume; Nobuko Mizutani has also given us the benefit of her direct participation
in these training classes. We are also grateful to Nozomi Tanaka for his advice when we were
beginning this class. Finally we would like to acknowledge our debt to our illustrator, Naomi
Futaki, who patiently dealt with all our changes and rewrites; to Akio Ishizawa, Masayuki
Ishida, and Chiaki Kaku of The Japan Times, for all their efforts in editing this work and
making possible the use of color; and to Yasuko Yamada, Toshiko Sekine, Naomi Kano, and
Mutsuko Tsuboi, four graduates of our training course, for their long hours of devoted labor
on this volume.

Fujiko Motohashi

Satoko Hayashi

Tsuda Center for Japanese Language Teaching
June 1989
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To the Student

The 24 Tasks for Basic Modern Japanese Vol. I of this volume are supplementary
materials to be used from the very early stages of studys; it is coordinated with the lessons of An
Introduction to Modern Japanese. We hope you will enjoy using them to try out what you have
just learned and practiced in the main lesson of that text. Of course these can also be used
together with other textbooks.

No doubt you try to make use of the Japanese you have learned in your Japanese-language
classes while shopping, talking with friends, or watching TV. In this book we have attempted to
bring such outside experiences of communication inside the classroom.

The Structure of the Lessons

Each lesson is divided into ‘“PREPARATION,’’ ‘“Task Speaking,”” and ““Task
Listening.”” Model conversations for Task Speaking and transcripts and answers for Task
Listening will be found at the back of the book.

Task Speaking « (3% L FL &£ 9
® This section gives, as ‘‘Key Patterns’’ or ““Key Words & Expressions,’’ items of use in
performing the task. ‘“Key Patterns,” in particular, are also important for Task
Listening. Please use this section to imagine what situations these words can be used in.
Also try to remember situations in which you have seen or heard them used.
* Words marked with an asterisk should be learned here as they have not yet been
presented in An Introduction to Modern Japanese.

Task Listening» X F L & 9

® This section gives, as ‘‘Helpful Words & Expressions,’’ items of use in listening to the
tape. Please familiarize yourself with them here.

® Lessons 3, 9 and 11 also have ‘‘Key Patterns.”’ Please study them carefully along with
the Key Patterns in Task Speaking.

To Know Japan
The photographs of contemporary Japanese society in this section will help you
understand better the Task Speaking and Task Listening for that lesson. There is no
need to study the Japanese used in this section — simply read through the explanations
and enjoy the photographs.

xii



You will be doing either Part A or Part B (except in Lesson 8). Look at the pictpres on the
task page and make sure you understand the instructions. Then start thinking about what

communication is necessary.
Don’t worry about making mistakes while talking. Just try to do the task as enjoyably as

possible by using the Japanese you have learned so far.

First look at the pictures on the task page. You should be able to imagine what will be
talked about on the tape. Be sure to read the directions and see what you will be filling in on the
page. There will always be an example with a sample answer.

Since the Japanese on the tapes is as natural as possible, there will be words you don’t
know. Don’t be discouraged, but just keep on listening to the end. You will be able to do the
task without understanding every single word on the tape — you only need to understand what
is necessary for that particular task.

The Appendices

At the back of the book are model conversations for the Task Speaking sections and
transcripts for the Task Listening tape.

The model conversations are one possible example. Please use them for additional
practice, but never read them before doing Task Speaking.

The transcripts for Task Listening are provided for the convenience of the teacher. You
will not become better at listening if you rely on them. Even when listening again by yourself to
a tape that you found difficult, don’t read the transcript but instead listen over and over to the
tape. When you still haven’t been able to catch all of it, leave it and go back to it again after
studying later lessons and you will find that you can now understand it much better than
before.

xiii
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PREPARATION

Task Speaking= [ L&EL &S

B Key Patterns
Eﬁ}?\ li(\a‘i)ﬁﬁ?‘(?‘/)‘ What time is it now in Tokyo? ;
(‘:Fau/thi) 8 ﬂl#'CT It's eight o’clock (in the morning/in the afternoon).

B Key Words & Expressions

THETA. Excuse me.
HMrEesTX0ET, Thank you.
YaguvrL g1 v You’re welcome.

Task Listening» ==L &S5 B

B Helpful Words & Exp‘ressions

. }Eﬁ, the New Year

. #:Eﬁ the New Year C
*EbdED the last day of the year; New Year's Eve
. %}Eﬁ the New Year; a new year
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A platform of Shinjuku Station on the Odakyu Line. The
destinations and departure times of the trains are shown
on a large indicator board. In this picture the rush hour
has already begun.
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The intersection at Ginza 4-chome. There is a large clock
atop the Wako store.
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Part A

You are a passenger at New Tokyo International Airport. You want to make an
overseas telephone call to the city you are going to, and to know the time in that
city. Ask the information desk clerk.

a—3—7
New York




