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PREFACE

his book was written in the belief that sociology
has a key role to play in modern intellectual culture
and a central place within the social sciences. Our aim
has been to write a book that combines some original-
ity with an analysis of all the basic issues of interest to
sociologists today. In many places, we attempt to
bring the reader into a subject through the use of
ethnographies written for this book. The book does
not try to introduce overly sophisticated notions; nev-
ertheless, ideas and findings drawn from the cutting
edge of the discipline are incorporated throughout.
We hope it is not a partisan treatment; we endeavored
to cover the major perspectives in sociology and the
major findings of contemporary American research in
an even-handed, although not indiscriminate, way.

MAJOR THEMES

The book is constructed around a number of basic
themes, each of which helps to give the work a dis-
tinctive character. One main theme is that of the
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world in change. Sociology was born of the transfor-
mations that wrenched the industrializing social order
of the West away from the ways of life characteristic
of preceding societies. The world that was created by
these changes is the primary object of concern of soci-
ological analysis. The pace of social change has con-
tinued to accelerate, and it is possible that we stand
on the threshold of transitions as significant as those
that occurred in the late eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. Sociology has prime responsibility for
charting the transformations that have taken place in
the past and for grasping the major lines of develop-
ment taking place today.

A second fundamental theme of the book is the
globalizing of social life. For far too long, sociology
has been dominated by the view that societies can be
studied as independent unities. But even in the past,
societies have never really existed in isolation. In cur-
rent times, we can see a clear acceleration in processes
of global integration. This is obvious, for example, in
the expansion of international trade across the world.
The emphasis on globalization also connects closely
with the weight given to the interdependence of First
and Third Worlds today.

Third, the book takes a strongly comparative
stance. The study of sociology cannot be taught solely
by understanding the institutions of any one particu-
lar society. While we have slanted the discussion to-
ward the United States, such discussion is always
balanced by a rich variety of materials drawn from
other cultures. These include researches carried out in
other Western countries, but we also refer often to
Russia and the Eastern European societies, which are
currently undergoing substantial changes. The book
also includes much more material on Third World
countries than has been usual hitherto in introduc-
tions of sociology. In addition, we strongly emphasize
the relationship between sociology and anthropology,
whose concerns overlap comprehensively. Given the
close connections that now mesh societies across the
world with one another, and the virtual disappear-
ance of traditional social systems, sociology and an-
thropology increasingly become indistinguishable.

A fourth theme is the necessity of taking a bistorical
approach to sociology. This involves more than just
filling in the historical context within which events
occur. One of the most important developments in so-
ciology over the past few years has been an increasing
empbhasis on historical analysis. This should be under-
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stood not solely as applying a sociological outlook to
the past, but as a way of contributing to our under-
standing of institutions in the present. Recent work in
historical sociology is discussed throughout, and pro-
vides a framework for the interpretations offered
within most of the chapters.

Fifth, particular attention is given throughout the
text to issues of gender. The study of gender is ordi-
narily regarded as a specific field within sociology as a
whole—and this volume contains a chapter that
specifically explores thinking and research on the sub-
ject (Chapter 8). However, questions about gender re-
lations are so fundamental to sociological analysis
that they cannot simply be considered a subdivision.
Thus, many chapters contain sections concerned with
issues of gender.

A sixth theme is the micro and macro link. In many
places in the book, we show that interaction in micro-
level contexts affects larger social processes and that
such macro-level processes influence our day-to-day
lives. We emphasize to readers that one can better un-
derstand a social situation by analyzing it at both the
micro- and macro-level.

A seventh theme is the relation between the social
and the personal. Sociological thinking is a vital help
to self-understanding, which in turn can be focused
back on an improved understanding of the social
world. Studying sociology should be a liberating expe-
rience: the field enlarges our sympathies and imagina-
tion, opens up new perspectives on the sources of our
own behavior, and creates an awareness of cultural
settings different from our own. Insofar as sociologi-
cal ideas challenge dogma, teach appreciation of cul-
tural variety, and allow us insight into the working of
social institutions, the practice of sociology enhances
the possibilities of human freedom.

ORGANIZATION

There is very little abstract discussion of basic socio-
logical concepts at the beginning of this book. Instead,
concepts are explained when they are introduced in
the relevant chapters, and we have sought throughout
to illustrate them by means of concrete examples.
While these are usually taken from sociological re-
search, we have often used material from other
sources (such as newspaper reports). We have tried to



PREFACE

keep the writing style as simple and direct as possible,
while endeavoring to make the book lively and full of
surprises.

The chapters follow a sequence designed to help
achieve a progressive mastery of the different fields of
sociology, but we have taken care to ensure that the
book can be used flexibly and is easy to adapt to the
needs of individual courses. Chapters can be deleted,
or studied in a different order, without much loss.
Each has been written as a fairly autonomous unit,
with cross-referencing to other chapters at relevant
points.

oTUDY AIDS

The chapters in this book have been carefully struc-
tured to make the learning process as entertaining yet
systematic as possible. Each begins with a chapter or-
ganizer, which highlights the learning objectives of
each section and allows students to preview that chap-
ter’s discussion. Throughout the chapter appear sev-
eral “Key Concepts in Review” boxes. These boxes
enable students to review the important terms and
concepts discussed in the preceding section, ensuring
that they know the basic concepts the following dis-
cussion builds upon. In addition, whenever a new
term is first mentioned in the text itself, it is printed in
boldface. All major concepts and terms are included
in the glossary at the end of the text.

Another helpful aid is the use of a global icon to in-
dicate examples of the changing world or the global-
ization process, or comparisons of U.S. society with
other societies. Social change, the global-
ization of social life, and comparative
analysis are all important themes of this
text. The icon will help alert readers to
discussions of these themes.

FURTHER RESEARCH:
READING AND LIBRARIES

Libraries contain abundant sources of information
that can be used to follow up or expand on issues dis-
cussed here. References are given throughout the text
and listed fully in the Bibliography at the end. Also,
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we have included a short appendix that provides a
guide to library resources and how to use them.
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During the writing of both editions of this book,
many individuals offered comments and advice on
particular chapters and, in some cases, large parts of
the text. They helped us see issues in a different light,
clarified some difficult points, and allowed us to take
advantage of their specialist knowledge in their re-
spective fields. We are deeply indebted to them.
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Paul Root Wolpe, University of Pennsylvania
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We would like to thank the numerous readers of
the text who have written with comments, criticisms,
and suggestions for improvements. We have often
adopted their recommendations in this new edition.

We have many others to thank as well. We are es-
pecially grateful to Margaret Farley at Norton, who
did a marvelous job of copyediting the book. To her
we owe numerous suggestions for alterations and im-
provements that have contributed in important ways
to the final form of the volume.

Our greatest debt is to Steve Dunn. He has poured
an enormous amount of work into the book and has
given the text much of whatever is worthwhile in it.
He has helped to creatively restructure the text as a
whole, has made many direct contributions to the var-
ious chapters, and has ensured that we have made ref-
erence to the very latest research. We are immensely
grateful to him.

Particular thanks are due also to Deborah Carr of
the University of Michigan and Neil Gross of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin—-Madison, two of the most out-
standing young sociologists in the United States. Both
had a tremendous influence on almost every chapter
in the book. We would also like to register our thanks
to a number of other University of Wisconsin gradu-
ate students whose contributions have proved invalu-
able: Katherin Zippel, Paul LePore, Wendy Carter,
Josh Rossol, and David Yamane. Finally, Scott Mc-
Cord, photo editor at Norton, has shown unusual
flair and originality in the selections he has made for
illustrating the book.
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the s{u(lg O]l sociologg

We live in a world today that is increasinagly more complex. Why are the conditions of our
lives so different from those of earlier times? How will our lives change in the future?
These are the types of questions that lead us to the study of sociology. Throughout your
reading of this text, you will encounter examples from different people’s lives that will help
us to answer these important questions.

In Chapter 1, we begin to explore the scope of sociology and learn what sort of i'ri'eiahts
the field can bring to our lives. Among these insights are the development of atlobadver-
spective and an understanding of social change. Sociology is not a subject with a body of
theorles.everyone agrees on. As in any complex field, the questlons we raise allow for dif-
ferent answers. In this chapter, we compare and cantrast dlﬁmthemtlcal tradi-
tions.

Chapter 2 is an exploration of the tools of the trade, how sociologists set about doing



research. A number of basic methods of investiaation are available to help us find out
what is going on in the social world. We must be sure that the information upon which so-
ciological reasoning is based is as reliable and accurate as possible. The chapter examines

the problems with gathering such informvation and indicates how they are best dealt with.
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Learn what sociology covers as a field and how everyday topics like love and romance
are shaped by social and historical forces.

Developing a Sociological Perspective

Recognize that sociology is more than just acquiring knowledge; it also involves develop-
ing a sociological imagination. Learn that studying sociology leads us to see that we con-
struct societv through our actions and are constructed by it. See that our actions have
both intended and unintended consequences. Understand that two of the most important
components of the sociological imagination are developing a global nerspective and un-
derstanding social change.

The Development of Sociological Thinking

Learn how sociology originated and how it developed. Think about the theoretical issues
that £rame the studv of sociology. Be able to name some of the leading social theorists
and the concepts thev contributed to the study of sociology. Learn the different theoreti-
cal approaches modern sociologists bring to the field.

Is Sociology a Science?

Learn how sociology is similar to and different from natural sciences.

How Can Sociology Help Us in Our Lives?

See the practical imnlications that sociology has for our lives.
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