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EDSA Orient is a joint venture in 2000. EDSA made its first entry into China through an invitation
which was to Sanya to review the Buddhist Cultural Park. This introduction was followed by another
appointment, to be a member of an Advisory Committee of ULI members to evaluate the plans and future
development of Sanya. Prior to 2000, Sanya enjoyed some boom years, but then suddenly there was an
economic downtown and unoccupied constructed buildings (more than 300,000 SM) and many buildings
in various stages of completion stayed that way for many years. The ULI team comprised of several
prominent professionals and EDSA helped to shape the stages for recovery.

During 2000, EDSA became very involved and deeply interested in the opportunities that China
presented. At the time, the laws of China required foreign companies to have a joint venture partner to
conduct business in China. We were fortunate to develop a relationship with Orient Landscape Company
based in Beijing. We formed a new Company owned by EDSA and Orient Landscape. The majority of
EDSA Orient is owned by EDSA and also managed by EDSA. Over the years, the company has been
recognized in many publications, won several major design competitions and grown to be the largest firm
of its type in Beijing. It now employs over 100 employees comprised mainly of Chinese nationals. The
EDSA Orient Company has set up an exchange program with EDSA to cross train and strengthen the
ties as well as the promote EDSA culture.

Following is a body of work, some built, some in the planning stages.

EDSA's work covers a period of more than 40 years. The work illustrated represents some
projects done solely by EDSA, some solely by EDSA Orient and many collaborative efforts. Our work
in China has been exciting and rewarding in so many ways and we look forward to the next stages of
development. We feel fortunate to have had the opportunity to establish ourselves in China at an early
stage. It has opened so many possibilities and opportunities to EDSA and our tremendous staff made up
of people from 35 counties.

Joseph J. Lalli. FASLA
EDSA Orient, Chairman
EDSA, President
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Nowadays, development planning for an area of dozens or even hundreds of square kilometers is not a novelty
in China. The large-scale expansion and reconstruction of cities and the new development of rural areas bring us not
only opportunities but also challenges. While the lands are becoming factories, schools, residences, shopping centers
or hotels, our rivers, lakes and forests are gradually disappearing in the process. Considering these problems, we feel
strongly that our responsibilities are so important to our society and ecology as planners and designers.

It has become more and more important for us to see our living environment with better understanding, to do
our work with a broad and global vision. People now are paying more attention to natural resources, humanities and
heritage. The modern planning should be based on natural environment and ecological resources, and be integrated
with short-term and long-term economic growth with comprehensive benefits brought by sustainable development. A
responsible planner can always bring more added values to our lands, positive impact on our living environments and
more meaningful content to our projects.

It is necessary for today’s urban development to effectively utilize the natural and historical resources of the lands,
and integrate the natural elements into urban fabric and our social lives as a whole.

Planning is a creative work. It is not constrained to policies or regulations, graphs or charts. An excellent planning
can bring vitality to a project, and resolve many complicated problems. The planning in EDSA Orient is just such a
process in strict accordance with the resource-based principles, through continuous practice and exploration, in order
to break the traditional restrictions and to implement creative planning.

The integration of macro-planning, site design and engineering has brought an unprecedented breakthrough in
the maneuverability of our planning. An excellent idea can be implemented only when it is rooted in reality.

Each planning work is our declaration to society and promise to ecology. Through years of hard work, we have
turned more and more ideas into reality. We share part of our works with our colleges and friends, and we hope the
experiences and achievements will be helpful to all our readers. We sincerely wish you can join us in creating more
beautiful homesteads through continuous learning and exploration.
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